








ra r 











THE 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 


——— 


For the Month of Oétober, 1780. 





Dien 





<a 


Leters toa Poilefopbical Unbeliewer. By Jofeph Pricftley, LL.Di 
) FLR.S. 8v0. 35. fewed. Johnfon. 


i are forry to find, that there is fuch a creature in the: 
| world as a § Philofophical Unbeliever ;?. or, that 
philofophy fhould ever be united with infidelity.. But the very 
fuppofition feems to be a paradox, or rather a contradidtion in 
terms. For an unbeliever,. by which we fuppofe Dr. Prieftley’ 
means an atheift, can be no philofopher; his notions can only 
be founded on fuperficial obfervations, and inconclufive reafon- 
ing. He muft renounce the firft principles of natural religion, 
Tefufe to admit the Comes neceflarily refulting from the 

vifible appearance of a regular and beautiful fyftem, and have 
recourfe to fuch explications of things as are falfe and impof- 


fible. _ A-writer who lived in the days of primitive fimplicity, 


and ingenuous freedom, calls the atheift a roo. *: ; and-Cicero 
thinks, that he does not deferve the name of a Man +, 

But however this may be, the arguments, which.are calcue 
Jated to remove the objections-of infidelity, cannot but be ac- 
ceptable to every ferious and confiderate reader. -It-is of uni= 
verfal importance to know, whether the world we inhabit; aad 
ourfelves who inhabit it, had an intelligent and benevolent. 
Creator, or no Creator at all; whether our condué&’ is ins 
Spedléd, and we are under a righteous government, or un- 
der no government whatever; whether we have fomething te 


shope and fear beyond the grave, or are at liberty, to adopt the 
Epicurean maxim; ‘Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 


die.’ 


iit 


e S55 5; nebulo, ftultus; ‘a knave, or a fool. Pfal. xiv. x. 
One hunc hominem dixerit, &c. De Nat, Deor. ii, 38, al. 97% 
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Thefe points have been inveftigated by many eminent writers ; 
but there is infinite fcope for farther refearches. It is necef- 
fary to bring the fubject into frequent review, that we may be 
convinced there is no latent error in our conclufions, and 
that our belief is grounded on irrefragable and fatisfaftory evi- 
dence. 

The author of this tra& has been for fome time engaged in 
metaphyfical enquiries. His fpeculations on thefe topics have 
been profound and extenfive. We may therefore expeé to find 
fomething in this performance which has either not been ob- 
ferved, or not fo particularly examined, by his predeceffors, 

His argument for the exiftence of a Deity is chiefly included 
in the following-extra&. The former part of it is indeed more 
fully ftated in a foregoing letter: but the difficulty does not 
lie in the firft ftep, but in the fecond, in the tranfition from 
finite caufes to the original and eternal caufe of all things. 


¢ Something muft have exifted ‘from all eternity, for otherwife 
nothing could have exifted at prefent. This is too evident to 
need illuftration. But this original being, as we may call it, 
could not have been fuch a thing as a table, an animal, ora 
man, or any being incapable of comprehending itfelf, for fuch 
a one would require a prior, or fuperior author, ‘The original 
being, therefore, muft have had this prerogative, as well as 
have been neceffarily uncaufed. 

‘ It is not improper to call a being incapable of comprehend. 
ing itfelf finite, and a being originally and neceffarily capable of 
it, infinite ; for we can have no idea of any bounds to fuch know- 
ledge or power; and, ufing the words in this fenfe, we may, 
perhaps, be authorifed to fay; that, though a finite being muft 
have a caufe, an infinite one does not require it. Though it is 
acknowledged, that thefe conclufions.are above our comprehen- 
fion, they are fuch as, by the plaineft and the moft cogent train 
of reafoning, we have been compelled into; and therefore, 
though, on account of the finitenefs of our underftanding, it may 
be faid to be above our reafon, to comprehend how this original 
being, and the caufe of all other beings, fhould be himfelf un- 
said, it is a conclufiop by no means properly contrary to_reae 
fon. Indeed, what the univerfally eftablifhed mode of reafon- 
jng, founded on our own immediate experience, obliges us to 
conclude, can never be faid to be contrary to reafon, how incom. 
prehenfible fo ever it may be by our reafon. 

¢ That there aftually is an uncaafed intelligent being is a ne- 
ceffary conclufion from what does actually exiit; for a feries of 
finite caufes cannot poffibly be carried back ad infinitum, each 
being fappofed capable of comprehending it own effects, but not 
itfelf. Since, therefore, an univerfe, bearing innumerable marks 
of moft exquifite defign, does exift, and it would be abfurd to 
go back "ice an infinite fucceffion of finite caufes, we muft 

at 


-—— 





























Prieftley’s Letters 10.2 Philofophical Unbelieanr. 243 


at laft acquiefce in the idea of an uncaufed intelligent caufe of 
this univerfe, and of all the intermediate finite caafes, be they 
ever fomany. What analogy is there in any of thofe wild fop- 
pofitions to-any thing that actually exifts? 

‘ On this fide there is only a difficulty of conceiving, but no- 
thing contrary to our experience, and there is plainly no other 
choice left us. Our experience relates only to fuch things as are 
incapable of comprehending themfelves, or finite, and therefore 
require a caufe. Confequently, though this experience furnifhes 
a fufficient analogy for judging concerning all other things 
which have the fame property, it by no means furnifhes any ana- 
logy by which to judge concerning what is totally different from 
any thing to which our experience extends; things not finite, 
but infinite, not deftitute of original felf-comprehenfion, but 
. poffeffed of it. Here is fo great a difference, that as the one 
muft neceffarily be caufed, the other may ‘be neceffarily un- 
caufed. 

‘ Though-nothing can properly help our conception in a café 
fo much above the reach of our faculties, it may not be amifs to 
have recourfe to any thing in the leaft degree fimilar, though 
equally incomprehenfible, as it may make it eafier to us to ace 
quiefce in our neceflary want of comprehenfion on the fubject. 
Now, in fome refpects, the idea of fpace, though not intelligent, 
and therefore incapable of felf-comprehenfion, and no caufe of 
any thing, is fimilar to that of the intelligent caufe of all things 
in that it is neceffarily infinite, and uncaufed. For the ideas of 
the creation, or of the annihilation of fpace, are equally inadmif- 
fible. Though we may, in our imagination, exclade from exift« 
ence every thing elfe, ftill the idea of fpace will remain. We 
cannot, even in idea, fuppofe it not to have been, not to be in- 
finite, or not to be uncaufed. Now it may be, in fact, as im- 
poflible that an intelligent infinite being fhould not exift, as that 
infinite fpace fhould not exift, though we are neceffarily inca- 
pable of perceiving that it muft be fo.’ 


In a fubfequent letter he farther obferves, that our want of 
comprehenfion does not invalidate our conclufion in favour of 
an uncaufed being. 

‘ It is of no avail*to fay, that we have no conception con 
cerning the original exiftence of fuch a being, for having no 
idea at all of any thing implies no impoffibility, or contradiétion - 
whatever. This is mere ignorance, and an ignorance which, cir- 
cumftanced as we are, we can never overcome; and the aétual 
phenomena cannot be accounted for without the fuppofition of 
fuch a being. Incomprehenfible as it may be in ever fo many 
refpects, it is an hypothefis that is abfolutely neceflary:to account 
for evident facts. We may, therefore, give what {cope we will 
to our aftonifhment, and admiration, yet believe (if we be guided 
by a demonitrative evidence) we mutt.’ 
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Here we beg leave to obferve, that the dofor’s reafoning it 
this paflage coincides wirh our remark at the beginning of this 
article, relative to the ftupidity or the perverfenefs of the un- 
believer, and his groundlefs pretenfions to the title of philo- 
fopher. : | 

Having by thefe, and other arguments, endeavoured to 
prove the exiftence of an original intelligent caufe of the uni- 
verfe, the author, in the nexr place, confiders his attributes, 
One of his arguments in favour of the general benevolence of 
the Deity is as follows: 


‘ To judge of the intention of the creator, we fhould not only 
confider the actual ftate of things, but take in as much as we can 
of the tendencies of things in future. Now, it requires but 
little judgment to fee that the world is in a ftate of melioration, 
in a variety of refpects; and for the fame reafon, it will pro. 
bab!y continue to improve, and perhaps without limits; fo that 
our pofterity have a much better profpec&t before them than we 
have had, 

‘ A great proportion of the mifery of man is owing to igno- 
rance, and it cannot be denied that the world grows wifer ever 
day. Phyficians and furgeons know how much lefs men fuffer 
now than they did in fimilar cafes formerly, owing to improve- 
ments in the fcience of medicine, and in furgical operations. To 
read the methods of the ancients with regard to the ftone in the 
bladder, is enough to fill one with horror. It was not till the 
time of Celfus that the practice of extrating the flone was 
known; and till of late years in comparifon, it was not expected 
that one in twenty of thofe who fubmitted to the operation would 
recover ; whereas it is now a tolerahly fafe operation ; and be- 
fides, we are not without the hope of difcovering methods of 
diffolving the ftone, withvut pain, in the bladder. This is only 
one of many inftances of improvements that leffen the fufferings 
of mankind. This fkill is indeed in a manner confined to Eu- 
ropeans, but thefe occupy a confiderable part of the globe, and 
the knowledge of Europeans wiil, no doubt, gradually extend 
over the whole world. 

‘ Civilization and good government have made great ad- 
vances in Europe, and by means of this men live in a ftate of 
much greater fecurity and happinefs ; and even the intercourfe 
between diftant places, and diftant countries, is both fafe and 

leafurable ; whereas in former times, this intercourfe was hardly 
practicable. Let any perfon read the ftate of Italy, and that of 
the continent of Europe in general, in the times of Petrarch, 
and he will be fatisfied that the prefent ftate of things is a para- 
dife in comparifon with it, 

¢ War is unfpeakably lefs dreadful than formerly, though it 
is a great evil ftill; and as true political knowledge advances, 

and the advantages of commerce, which fuppofes a peaceable in- 
gercourfe, are more experienced, it is fairly to be prefumed, that 
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wars will not fail to be lefs frequent, as well as lefs fanguinary ; 
fo that focieties of men, as well as families and individuals, will 
find it to be their common intereft to be good neighbours, and 
‘national jealoufy will give place to national generofity. 

‘ The progrefs of knowledge, and other caufes, have greatly 

improved the fpirit of the various religions that have prevailed 
in the world. Thofe peculiarly horrid modes of religion which 
enjoined human facrifices, as well as many abominable practices, 
have been long extiné& ; and perfecution to death for confcience 
fake, by which the world fuffered fo much under the pagan Ro- 
man emperors, and even the philofophical and mild Marcus 
Aurelius, as well as in the days of papal tyranny, and under other 
ecclefiaftical hierarchies, we have reafon to think, will hardly 
ever be revived; the folly as well as the cruelty of thefe prac- 
tices is fo generally acknowledged.. In confequence of this 
greater liberty of {peculating upon all fubjects, trath has a much 
fairer chance of prevailing in the world ; and the knowledge and 
general f{pread of truth cannot fail to be attended with a great 
variety of advantages, favourable to the virtue and happinefs of 
mankind. 

* We have no occafion to confider by what particular means 
thefe advantages have accrued to mankind :- for whatever the fe- 
condary caufes may have been, they could not have operated 
without the kind provifion of the firft and proper caufe of all ; 
and therefore, they are to be confidered as arguments of his be- 
nevolence, or of the preference that he gives to happinefs before 
mifery.’ , 


The author proceeds to fhew, that, notwithftanding fome 
feemingly contrary appearances, this benevolence may,.in a 


fufficiently proper fenfe, be confidered as infinite. He then. 


{tates the arguments in favour of God’s mora] government, and 
the future exiftence of man. 

In the ninth and tenth letters, he examines the doétrines ad- 
vanced by Mr. Hume in his Dialogues on Natural Religion, 
and io his Effay on a particular Providence and a Future State. 
~—In this examination he expreffes the moft contemptuous 
opinion of Mr. Hume, and feems to think that he could not 
have maintained fo many abfardities, if he had given himfelf 
the trouble to read Dr. Hartley’s Obfervations on Man. 

‘ The do@trine of affociation of ideas (he fays) as explained 
and extended by Dr. Hartley, fupplies materials for the moft fa- 
tisfaftory folution of almoft all the difficulties he has ftarted ; fo 
that to a perfon acquainted with this theory of the human mind, 
Mr. Hume’s Effays appear the mereft trifling. Compared with 
Dr. Hariley, I confider Mr. Hume as not even a child.’ 


Letter XI. contains fome animadverfions on the Syfteme de 


la Nature, a performance which is confidered by many perfons 
as a kind of bible of atheifin, 
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In demonftrating. the being and attributes of God, the 
friends of religion have purfued different courfes. Drs.‘ Reid, 
Beattie, and Ofwald, have maintained, that the belief of a 
God is an inftin&ive principle. Defcartes thought, that the 
very idea of a God was a fufficient proof of his exiftence. And 
the celebrated Dr. Clarke attempted to prove his. being by 
arguments 4 priori. Our author confiders all thefe as fallacious 
methods of reafoning, and concludes his animadverfions on the 
arguments @ priori with thefe general. obfervations : . 


‘ If the whole of what Dr. Clarke has advanced, on the proof 
of the being of a God be attentively confidered, it will not be 
* very eafy to fay what his idea of God, as proved a priori, is. It 
is that of a being felf-exiftent, eternal, and co-extended with in- 
finite fpace, but not fpace, It is the caufe of all things, but with- 
out power, intelligence, or moral attributes; for thefe he makes 
to depend upon the perceived relation of things, Confequently, 
they pre-fuppofe intelligence, which he acknowledges cannot be 
proved a priori, 

‘ In fact, therefore, he proved nothing a priori but mere being, 
without any proper powers whatever. But the terms, deing, or 
fubfiance, give no ideas at all, when divefted of powers or pro- 
perties. So that, in reality, notwithftanding his affertion of the 
contrary, it is nothing but empty fpace that he is capable of 
proving a priori. And, with refpect to this, I perfectly agree 
with him; becaufe, do what we will, we cannot fo much as 
Juppofe infinite and eternal fpace not to have exifted. 

‘ Far, however, am I from faying that a deity, an efficient 
deity, with all his attributes, is not, properly {peaking, neceffa- 
rily exiftent; or that his exiftence is not, in reality, as neceflary 
as that of {pace itfelf. But then we come to the knowledge of 
this neceflity, with refpect to him, in a different manner. It is 
by beginning a fofteriori, finding that, in confequence of the 
actual exiftence of beings that muft have had a caufe, there muft 
have been fome being that could not have had a caufe, though 
we are altogether at a lofs to conceive, a priori, how, or why, he 
fhould exift without a caufe, and can in idea eafily imagine him 
not to haye exifted, which is not the cafe with refpeét to fpace. 
Then, the neceffary exiftence of a fupreme caufe once fuppofed, 
there are various attributes, as thofe of eternity, immenfity, and 
unity, that may either with certainty, or with the greateft pro- 
bability, he deduced from the confideration of neceflary ex- 
iftence. 

- € But though to us, and our conceptions, there be this dif- 
ference between the idea of the exiltence of fpace, and of that of 

the deity, there may not be any in reality. Indeed the deity 
could not have been neceffarily exiftent, if there had not been, in 
the nature of things, if we may ufe the phrafe (which, however, 
can only be improperly applied in this cafe) as much reafon for 
his exiftence, as for that of fpace. But neither the term rea/on, 
: : nor 
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nor any thing equivalent to it, ought, in ftrictnefs, to be ufed in 
this cafe, left it fhould imply, contrary to the fuppofition, that 
there is fome proper caufe of the divine exiftence ; whereas he 
cannot have had any caufe. 

* On this account, I diflike the phrafeology of Dr. Clark, when 
he fometimes {peaks of neceffity being the caufe of the divine ex- 
iftence. Indeed the whole of our language is fo appropriated-to 
finite and caufed beings, that it is hardly poffible to ufe any part 
of it in {peaking with ftri& propriety of a being infinite and un- 
caufed. We fhould, therefore, forgive one another any overfights 
of this nature that we inadvertently fall into.’ 


The laft letter is a critical review of Mr. Hume’s Philofophi- 
cal Effays. In the courfe of this examination, the author gives 
his reafons for the’general cenfure which he has pafied upon 
him in a former letter ; and, before he takes his leave, brings 
him down from that eminence to which, in his opinion, he 
has been undefervedly raifed; ftrips him of his laurels, lays 
him proftrate at his feet, and thus, like fome of the heroes of 
antiquity, triumphs over his fallen adverfary. 

‘ I have given you my reafons, as briefly as I well could, for 
placing Mr. Hume fo low as I do in the clafs of metaphyfical 
writers, or moral philofophers. As to natural philofophy, or 
mathematics, I never heard that he had any pretenfions to me- 
rit; and of that which conftitutes an hiftorian, you will not, I 
imagine, think that much remains to him, befides that of a 
pleafing compiler, after reading Dr, Towers’s judicious Remarks 
on his Hiftory of England*. His Mifcellaneous and Political Ef- 
fays always pleafed me, but they by no means intitle him to the 
firft rank among writers of either clafs. As to his ftyle, notwith- 
ftlanding its excellence in fome refpects, I have fhewn in my Eng- 
lith grammar (and, as I have been informed, to Mr. Hume’s own 
fatisfaction) that he has departed farther from the true idiom of 
the Englith language, than perhaps any other writer of note in 
' the prefent age.’ 

This publication is only a part of the author’s defign, If it 
fhould be favourably received, he intends to go on, and confi- 
der the fpeculative difficulties which attend the do€trines of re- 
velation. . 





The Art of War; a Poem, in fix Books ; tranflated from the French 
of the King of Pruffia: With a Critique on the Poem, by the 
Comte Algarotti, tranflated from the Italian. 4t0. 2s. 6d, Riley. 


Wwuat great men are Reviewers, to give laws to maje- 
‘fty, and fit in judgment upon kings! upon an arbitrary 
monarch too, whofe fingle nod, if we were in his dominions, 





* See Crit. Rev. vol, xlv. p. 289, 
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might crufh us to atoms. Thank heaven, however, we are far. 
enough out of his reach, and therefore we may venture to pro- 
ceed. As the catalogue of royal authors is but fimall, it very 
feldom happens that a fovereign potentate comes under our 
cognizance: when he does, we fhould treat him, no doubt, 
with that deference and refpeét which are due to his fuperior 
rank. The writer of this poem is, to fay the truth, one of 
the moft extraordinary charaéters that has appeared within the 
fpace of many centuries. Not content with being the greateft 
prince, warrior, and ftatefman now upon earth, he cultivates 
the polite arts, is an’ excellent fcholar, underftands mufic 
{cientifically, is himfelf a good performer on feveral inftru- 
ments ; and befides all this, as appears by the piece before us, 
no contemptible peet. The fubjec&t is indeed admirably well 
chofen, and fuited to his genius and capacity. Whoever is 
perfeGly mafler of the fcience which he writes upon, will be 
fure of treating it with elegance and precifion. 


¢ Vox & verba fequuntur.’ 


This is not the firft time, as moft of our readers perhaps al- 
ready know, that the king of Pruffia has appeared as an au- 
thor, and with fuccefs ; for, as the tranflator of this poem 
juftly obferves, * while the Memoirs of the Hiflory of Bran- 
denburgh fhew a manlinefs of ftyle, and accuracy of political 
judgment, worthy the pen of a monarch, his Epiftles difco- 
ver an infight into the manners and charaéters of mankind 
one would almoft think impoffible to be acquired by a perfon 
in his exalted flation.—’This poem, however, on the Art of 
War, is undoubtedly his chef-a’q@uvre, and in feveral parts of 
it has no inconfiderable fhare of merit. 

Military knowlege, or the fcience of cutting one another’s 
throats jecundum artem, has, like other fciences, received great 
improvements from our modern profeffors, amongft whom our 
author claims the firft place, Inftruétions in it, therefore, 
from fo accomplifhed a general, muft be a valuable acquifition 
to the young foldier, who, we doubt not, will {wallow them 
with great avidity. Bot as we are ourfelves peaceably in- 
clined, we fhall confine the few obfervations which we have to 
make, to the ornamental parts of the poem, leaving the di- 
daic or inftru€i.ve to thefe military gentlemen, who, as they 
all hope to be generals, are more nearly concerned in it. 

The firft canto lays down the elementary principles of this 
noble fcience, together with the various evolutions of infantry 
and cavalry, according to the modern practice, Even this, 
hiowever dry and unpromifing the fubjeat, is adorned by our 
military 
























The Art of War; a Pom. 249 


military bard with fome pleafing ftrokes of fine poetry. The 
following addrefs to Mars, in the beginning, is fpirited and 
agreeable. 


‘ Fierce god of war! to thee I tune the lay, 
Direé&t my fteps, and point the arduous way, 
And you, Aonian maids, affift my choice, 
To gentle accents melt my rougher voice, 
Temper with fofter ftrains my warlike fire, 
And tune my trumpet to your peaceful lyre! 
My daring mind would paths unufual trace, 
And on Parnaffus’ heights Victoria place, 
While on the forehead of the Delian god, 
Shall gleam the helmet, and the plumage nod ; 
My hand nor paints fair Venus’ amorous wiles, 
Her wanton blufhes, and her witching fmiles, 
Nor fhews the hero’s limbs inglorions laid 
On fragrant rofes ’neath the myrtle’s fhade ; 
Let Pontus’ bard fing Cupid's filken fway, 
While liftening Graces love the tender lay, 
My martial pen more horrid forms defigns, 
Stern Vulcan working ’midft Aitnean mines, 
Where ponderous blows with dreadful art prepare 
Thofe fell machines, the thunderbolts of war, 
Whofe force, when fkilful hands their power employ, 
O’erturn the bulwark, and the town deftroy, 
Drive fighting legions to the realms of death, 
And rule the fate of empires with their breath,’ ' 


Dry precepts, in any art, feldom glide fmoothly in verfe. Our 
poet, however, has in general well mixed the utile dulei, as in 
thefe lines : 


‘ Teach your brave fquadrons to perform with care 
The various forms of fight, and modes of war, 

To halt at once, to wheel in clofe array, 

Nor from their neighbouring troops to break away : 
Let fome experienc’d chief with careful art, 

Speed join’d with order, to your line impart ; 
Teach it on evéry ground with eafe to form ; 

Swift as the lightning, dreadful as the ftorm, 

Shew it at once from pace fedate and flow, 

To rofh impetuous on the wond’ring foe ; 

To drive the adverfe troops to rapid flight, 

And {weep contending armies from the fight.’ 


In the fecond canto his majefty informs us how we are to 
¢hoofe acamp. * It afks (fays he) 


no vulgar mind, or trifling care, 
To choofe the ftation and the camp prepare : 

Your troops in certain fafety would you place,| 
The different ground with fkill and prudence trace 
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Here craggy mountains feem to pierce the fky, 

There narrow dells and fpacious champains lie ; 

Each, as occafion points or chance dire&ts, * 

Affifts your purpofe, and your camp protects 

On thefe felefted well, and fix’d with care, 

Depends the fortune of th’ approaching war.’ 
He then proceeds to give fome excellent rules on this importe 
ant point. Read‘them, we befeech you, ye generals at Dart- 
ford, Blackheath, Tunbridge-wells, &c. &c. 

The third canto opens with a fine poetical and picturefque 
defcription of the Temple of Mars, which, as it is the beft 
part of this performance, we fhall lay before our readers. 

¢ Firm on a crimfon rock, with mifty cloud 
Enwrapt, the palace rears her turrets proud 

. Above the fun amidft th’empyreal fkies, 
Sublime her glitteringypinacles arife, 
While her foundations finking deep, remain 
On Stygian fhores, and Pluto’s drear domain. 

‘ Pale Difcord, cruel Death, the Fury band, 
Who of thefe feats eternal guardians ftand, : 
In vain on you their favage afpeéts turn, 

While in your breaft the flames of glory burn, 
Glory fhall ope the founding portal wide, 
Condué your fteps, and place you by her fide; 
Beneath the porch enrich’d with burnifh’d gold, 
Tuning their filver lyres the Nine behold : 

Firft ’midft their number fee Urania ftand, 

The pictur’d globe, and compafs in her hand, 
On whofe fmooth furface drawn with mimic line, 
Appear what realms to form the world combine ; 
Through all th’extent her kilful fingers trace 
Each different ftate, its order, and its place ; 
Exaé& Vauban, and learned Sanfon there, 

The warriors guides, her favorite fons appear, 
They point the plains extent, the city’s force, 
The mountain’s fummit, and the river’s courfe, 
The ftrength or weaknefs of the fort difplay, 

And guide through paths unfeen the warrior’s way. 

* But who is that by Glory’s fide who fings 
The various fate of warriors, and of kings? 

‘Calliope! the liftening youth around * 
Catch from her dulcet breath th’ enlivening found, 
And by the examples of her fong are taught 

The worth to copy, and avoid the fault. 

‘ Morality with form majeftic fee 
Keeping th’approach from minds prefumptuous free, 
Her voice fevere thofe chiefs alone approves 
Whem merit dignifies, and virtue loves, 

Bids cruelty and avarice fly afar, 
Aad teaches pity ’midit the rage of war, 
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Hates Envy’s fnakes, and crowns with glory’s meed 
Their brows alone wao for their country bleed. 
¢ Approach! Bellona’s armed hands difcern 
On the ftrong hinge the brazen portal turn, 
Which from the vulgar eye thofe myfteries hide, 
Shewn to the favorite train who trace her fide. 
¢ Deep in the temple ifles with fplendor graced, 
On a proud throne’s majeftic purple placed, 
Which Genius on her fpreading pinions bears, 
In all his pomp the dreadful God appears : 
Clofe by his fide intrepid Valor ftands, 
And Prudence, calm amidft contending bands, 
Labor whofe wakeful eyelids never clofe, 
And Guile who round her looks malignant throws ; 
Who as occafion f{uits at will appears, 
And Proteus like a thoufand figures wears, 
Imagination, in whofe eye confefs’d 
Beams the rich fire that animates her breatft, 
Where fwift a thoufand brilliant projeéts move, 
Which wife Minerva’s critic rules approve, 
With downcaft looks and deep myfterious mien, ' 
Lo! Secrefy completes the mingled fcene, ! 
With finger oa her mouth, and {peaking nod, 
She ftalks ftill trufted by the warrior god.” 
In this, as our readers cannot but obferve, there is great live- 
linefs of fancy, and fine poetical imagery. His majefty then 
peoples his temple with all the military heroes ancient and mo- 
dern, not forgetting, as im duty bound, the great eleétor, his 
anceftor, who fo nobly attacked the Swedes at Feherbellin, and 
brought relief to opprefled Pruffia.—In the fourth canto we find 
an account of the proper manner of encamping, and defending 
pofts. To relieve the drynefs naturally attendant. on precepts 
of this kind, he gives us, in the latter part, a fprightly and 
animated defcription of the taking of Magdeburgh ; and la- 
ments, in very pathetic ftrains, the famous Tilly’s inhumanity. 
‘ Tilly, who ’neath th’imperial eagle fought, 
By glorious deeds immortal honour bought, 
One bloody cloud eclipfed its rays divine, 
And wiped his name from memory’s hallow’d fhrine 5 
‘Thy fufferings Magdeburgh obfcured his fame, 
While lives to future times his deathlefs fhame.’ 
On this fubjec&t our royal poet gives fome very good advice in 
the following lines. 
‘ Obferve the foldier, and his rage reftrain, 
Lefs fierce the favage of the Libyan plain, 
Unlefs your power confined his fury hold, 
By plunder lured, with favage licence bold, 
His fanguine crimes while wrath his bofom warms, 
Shall fully all the luftre of your arms. , 
* The 
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¢ The cruel chief who lets his troops affuage 

In carnage and excefs their bloody rage, 

Tho’ congueft lead him o’er her wide domain, 

Shall view difgrace his faireft laurels ftain, 

While all mankind in mercy’s caufe combin’d, 

His worth forgetting, curfe his ruthlefs mind.’ 
We will not, however, take upon us to affert that his Pruffian 
majefty himfelf has always ftrialy complied with this humane 
and charitable injun@ion. 

In the fifth canto he treats of the neceffity and advantage of 
providing good winter-quarters for the troops ; and ‘points out 
the danger and ignominy arifing from being furprifed by the 
enemy. This book is adorned by a beautiful digreflion on the 
domeftic felicity of the officer and foldier, on returning for a 
time to his happy family, after the dangers of war. The follow- 
ing lines, defcriptive of this tender fcene, are remarkably elegant, 

¢ While the bold chief, intent on new alarms, 

With care arrays his levied force for arms, 

Each generous leader now at eafe reclines, 

And ’midft his laurel wreaths the myrtle twines, 
His faithful confort fall of blufhing charms 
Forgets the pains of abfence in his arms ; 

Ah happy hours! ah moments doubly dear! 
Purchafed by many a pang, and many a tear, 
What joy an end of gufhing grief to know, 

Dried by the.hand whofe dangers made it flow ! 
To hear his glorious deeds with new delight, 
Pride of the war, and honor of the fight, 

“'To feel that heart which danger ne’er could move 
Pant ’midft the charming agonies of love ! 
With kiffes {weet in amorous rapture prefs’d, 
To ftop that voice which fteel’d the foldier’s breaft, 
Rous’d him to gallant deeds with martial breath, 
And taught the way to victory, or to death! 
While on his faithful partner’s breaft reclin’d, 
Reits the brave head to peaceful thoughts refign’d. 
Pleas’d with his prefence, round him jocund move 
The beauteous pledges of connubial love : 
His hands victorious now endearing feize, 

. Or with their infant arms embrace his knees, 
And burn to tread the thorny path that leads 
To martial honours and immortal deeds, 
A thoufand little arts they fmiling try, 
While every motion charms a parent’s eye. 
That rears the buckler with a feeble hand, 
This tries in vain to wield the fhining brand, 
Or lift the helmet, while their breafts afpire 
To trace the glorious footfteps of their fire.’ 


The concluding image, of the children playing with their fa- 
ther’s arms, is a picture drawn after nature, and we!! coloured. 
Canto 
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Canto the fixth gives us the defcription of a battle, with all 
its horrors ; together.with fome excellent inftruCtions concerns 
ing the proper conduét of it ; illuftrated by proper examples of 
commanders both ancient and modern. 

After all the pains which his majefty of Pruffia has here 
taken to form a complete general, we do not imagine that his 
precepts will be of any great fervice to the military : perfeGion 
in this, as well as in every other art, muit be acquired, not 
by theory, but pra&tice. No book has, perhaps, been more 
frequently read, or ftudied with greater attention; than the 
Ars Poetica of Horace ; and yet how very {mall and inconfider- 
able is the number of good poets! and in like manner we may 
venture to foretell, that Frederick the Great’s Art of War may 
be perufed for many centuries, before the world will be fur- 
prifed by the appearance of fuch a hero as himfelf, 

This poem is extremely well tranflated, 
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The Abbey of Kilkhampton; or, Monumental Records for the Year 
1980. 470. 35. fewed. Kearfly. 


‘HERE never was a period when the vices and follies of the 
rich and great amongft us were treated with more feverity 
than they are at prefent; nor at the fame time, perhaps, 
when the obje&s of fatire, however roughly handled, feemed 
to. be lefs fenfible of it. Every public, and almoft, indeed, 
every private charater, is minutely inveftigated, and openly 
expofed ; and yet the manners of men remain equally corrupt 
and ridiculous as if no notice had been taken of them. Thus 
fatire lofes its aim, and cenfure, be it ever fo juft, has no ef. 
fe&. The Abbey of Kiikhampton will therefore, we fear, 
like many other productions of the fame kind, be of but little 
fervice by its delineation of charaéters, however accurately 
drawn, as it can only record, without amending, the manners 
which prevailed in Great Britain during the laft fifty years of 
the eighteenth century. The idea of this performance is a 
good one; and, if it had been executed throughout with tafte 
and judgment, unbiaffed by paffion and prejudice, might have 
afforded no little entertainment, as the thought would admit 
of a large fcope for wit and humour, qualifications which the 
author feems in fome meafure to poffefs. Many of the epi- 
taphs, however, are well exprefled, and many of the charac 
ters defcribed with truth and precifion. We fhall prefent our 
readers with two or three of the beft, 


* At the entrance of a vault, which when open difcovered the 
{cattered remains of three oaken coflins, is a grave-ftone raifed 
about three feet from the furface, with the following infcription: 


at PTeTs 
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Scored Dow. C—— fs Of H... eee dee 
Zealoufly bigotted to rigid aéts of devotion, and utterly defpif- 
- img the prefent ecclefiaftical form of worthip, ereGted feven 
chapels for the reception of her pious converts, and peti- 
tioned the three eftates of this realm to delegate to herlelf, 
and to fuch fucceffors as fhe fhould appoint (by an exprefs 
mandate of authority from the k—) the power of creating 
two bifhops, who might perform every funétion annexed to 
’ the privileges of epifcopacy. The petition was rejected ; and 
her ladythip, after abjuring the religion of the country, and 
branding her opponents with the opprobrious ftigma of here- 
fy, died on the roth of May 179—, a martyr to fuperttition, 
madnefs,. ill-natare, pride, and hypocrify.’ 
There is juftice and propriety in this infcription, though it is 
not half fevere enough on a dangerous and deftruétive en- 
thufiaft, who has done fo much mifchief as the C——f5 of 
H n. 

As the following charaéter is-univerfally known, and as uni- 
yerfally talk’d of, the merit of the epitaph, will be more ea- 
fily determined. 

* In the peaceful Laven where be would not be, 
After an unlooked-for feries of revolutions, now /jeth at ref 
The Honorable C—— F—x, 

Poffeffed of judgment and penetration to circumvent the defigns 
of thofe who, dreading the fuperiority of his talents, 
Sought to gratify their refentment without an open declaration 
of the purpofe they engaged in. 

His abilities were naturally powerful, and improved by intenfe 

application to the fevereft ftudies. : 
The brilliancy of his imagination was even furpaffed by the 
Strength of memory, which nature had bleffed him with. 
As a politician, he availed himfelf of every requifite 
which could form the finifhed ftatefman : 

As a leader in oppofition, he fcrutinized the condué& of admi- 
niftration with a warmth of zea] that rendered him the 
chofen object of minift----] vengeance. 

His inftability had been an obftacle to the line of condué his 
interefts chalked out for him. 

A ftudied courfe of extravagance expofed him to dangers 
which his fortitude was equal to. 

His paftions were violent, and the gratification of them con« 
fulted without the intermiffidn of a moment’s reflexion. 

He defpifed the principles of common life, and fhore even 

in his clofet. | 
Having, for a fucceffion of years, been the {port of every 
Change of fortune, he died on the 18th of —— 18 
after being married three weeks to 
Lady ——, who mourned his lofs 
with a fortnight’s lamentation. 
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This is not ill-written, though we do not much admire the ex- 
preffion, ¢ Chalk’d out,’ whichis rather-vulgar. Nor can we 
guefs what the author means by ‘ He defpifed the principies of 
common life, and /bome even in his cfr.’ We cannot tell 
what he means by the principles of common life ; nor is it eafy to 
difcover how any man can fine in his clofer. He might juft as 
well have faid, that Mr. F— defpifed the common methods of 
eating and drinking, and was always moft awake when in bed 
and faft afleep. According to this prophetic infcription, our 
great patriot is to live, we may obferve, till the next century, 
which, confidering 4ow he is fupofed to dive at prefent, is per 
haps a little out of charaéter. 

- The epitaph-on a celebrated young buck, well known upon 
the turf, is well pointed, 


Like a gibbet, erected on the road fide, 
To deter the sathiina patengee from following an evil coarfe 
of life, 
This marble record of a misfortune as unforefeen as fudden, 
Warns the yet un-reflecting libertine, who may have ftept 
(through a motive of curiofity) from the chambers of de« 
bauchery to thofe of contemplation, 
: Sir J eee L ese 
After being plundered of wealth and reputation, by knaves the 
moft unprincipled, and women the moft abandoned, fell 
from a phaeton which he had himfelf conftruéted on 
a new mode, and was trampled on by his 
own horfes. 
He lived to regret the opportunities he had loft of doing fervice 
to mankind, and admonifhed the companions of his diftrefs, 
to value the leffon they received in the iffue of his indifcretions.? 


This has fome humour in it, though on fuch a fubje& there 
was undoubtedly room for a great deal more, 

The mode of conveying his fentiments which our author has 
adopted, gave him an opportunity, which he has availed him- 
felf of, to deal in panegyric as well as fatire: to feveral of his 
friends, therefore, as Prior fays, 


he fupplies 
Hie jacet, and a thoufand lies,’ 





In fome of thefe, however, he has the feal of truth to autho. 
rife his infcriptions, as in his deferved encomium on B mp 
y, and the following, 
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‘ To the memory of . 
6 o Cacesee-J.ok..fon, Efq., 

‘Who, after difcharging the duties, of every office in 
adminiftration with eclat, became at length ——, and 
retired with the fatisfaction of having eclipfed the 
good fortune of his predeceffors for three 
fucceffive reigns. 

His conduct was exemplary, as a man; as a minifter, his 

abilities were the fubjeé&t of general admiration. . 
In the dawn of his felicity he had few friends; in the 
_ plenitude of power, and in the retirement which 
fucceeded, fewer enemies.’ 

As moft of our readers will probably with to know’ what our 
fatirift fays concerning fo. fingular a chara&ter as the famous 
John W----s, we fhail fubjoin the infcription on his tomb-ftone. 

* Libertines and ftatefmen, 
Gaze with admiration on the tomb of one, 
Who, in the extravagant career of ftudied licentioufnefs, 
Maintained a firmnefs of fentiment, 
Which did honour to’ the caufe he had engaged in, while it 
ftamped conviction on the principles he defended. 
J... W. ckes, Efg. 

Read the characters of men, in the meafures they adopted, 

and confidered them obnoxious, in proportion to 

the malignity of their influence : 
Though a friend to the domeftic virtues of a minifter, he 
efteemed it an unpardonable error in politics, to admit 
them as a bias for the extenuation of public 
mifdemeanors. 

Zealous in the interefts he adopted, and bigotted to the tenets 
he had once profeffed, the meafure of his conduc was not 
always guided by cautious moderation. . 

In condemning the lawlefs infolence of a corrupt adm...ft.....ny 
he fometimes criminated men, who abhorred the connivances 
they were faid to have affifled in. 

Profiting by the leifure of a lefs dangerous period, he correéted 
the miftaken fallies of an indignant fpirit, and preferved 

& the warmth of genuine patriotifm without a blind 

adherence to the enthufiattic rafhnefs of a party.” . 
What party the author is of we cannot pretend to determine ; 
but certain it is, the infcription above quoted is very favour- 
able to J W S. 

We cannot conclude our obfervations on this work without 
obferving, that the author might have made it much more en- 
tertaining and agreeable by varying his ftyle, giving fome in 
profe and others in verfe, fome in ‘heroic and fome in Hudi- 
praftic meafure, inftead of tiring the reader with a repetition 
of the fame long laboured periods; and confining all his epi- 
taphs toa feries of monumental infcriptions. 

Britih 
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Britith Topography ; or, an Hifforical Account of what bas been 
done for illuftrating the Topographical Antiquities of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland. 2 Vols, 4t0. 21.125. 6d. boards, T. Payne. 


AN account of the former edition of this valuable work ap- 
peared in our Review almoft twelve years ago*; fince 
which time the editor has been enabled to add greatly to the 
various information which he had before with fo much indauf- 
try colleé&ted. It is impoffible, he tells us, to enumerate every 
affiftance he has been favoured with; but there are fome 
which he cannot conceal. George Steevens, Efq. moit. obli-+ 
gingly lent him a manufcript lift of many articles relative to 
London and Middlefex, by the late Mr. Oldys, fo eminent for 
an extenfive acquaintance with Britifh antiquities. Some ad~ 
ditions, we are informed, are alfo made from Dr. Ducarel’s 
colleétion of prints and views. The late Mr. 'T. Snelling coms 
municated to the editor a copy of the Englith Topographer,, 
with additions and ‘notes by Mr. Ames and Mr. Oldys. He 
has, befides, received many valuable corre@tions from the Rev, 
Mr. Pegge; the Rev. Mr. Price, of the Bodleian library ; the 
Rev. Mr. Cole, of Milton in Cambridgefhire; the Rev. Mr. 
Athby, of Barrow ;. alfo from the prefent dean of Exeter, for 
Devon ; from John Fenn, Efg. for Norfolk ;. from Sir John 
Cullum, for Suffolk; from William Burrel, Efg. for Suffex ; 
from J}. C. Brooke, Efq. for Yorkfhire ; from Major Vallancy, - 
for Ireland; and from Mr. Paton, for Scotland. Particular 
obligations to Mr. Reed of Staple’s-inn are likewife:acknow- 
ledged ; and the editor informs us, that he has hada propor 
tionable fhare of communications from other friends, and 
members of the fociety of Antiquaries. 

Befides the communications which the editor has received 
by thofe various private channels, he has, fiance the firft edi- 
tion was printed, derived new information. from two county 
hiftories, and other. trafts of antiquity, which have been pubs 
lifhed within thefe few years. 

In confequence of the affiftances above mentioned, the edi« 
tor “has now made an appendix to each county, &c. ahd en- 
deavoured to bring up the whole to the clofe of the year 1779- 

The firft new materials we meet with are, additions and. 
corrections to the Roman Geography of Britain, to the Gene- 
ral Defcriptions of England, and the Natural Hiftory. — 

Among the anecdotes relative to the county palatine of 
Durham, we are informed that Mr. George Allan, atorney at 


. 





* See Crit. Rev. vol. xxvi. p. 422, &c, Vol, xxvii. p. 22, &c, 
Vou. L, OF, 1780. $' Darlingtong 
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Darlington, is poffefied of twenty manufcript volumes, re- 
fpeting the antiquities of that county, and Northumberland. 
From. thofe he has already printed, in bis own houfe, the re- 
commendatory letter of Oliver Cromwell to William Lenthall, 
Efq. fpeaker of the houfe of commons, for ereGing a college 
and univerfity at Durham; and his letters patent (when lord 
protector) for founding thefe buildings. 

We meet with the following account of the plunder of Al- 
leyn’s library at Dulwich college. 


_ © The majority of plays ‘and romances given by W. Cart- 
wright to Dulwich college, were long ago exchanged for pon- 
drous tomes of controverfial divinity, &c. at the repeated folici- 
tations of our moit early modern colle&tors of dramatick enter- 
tainments. ‘The few remaining pieces relative to the theatre, 
have by degrees been filched away, under pretence of borrow- 
ing, by members of the fame confcientious fraternity, A com- 

tece litt of thefe diffipated curiofities was, however, vifible in 
the collegiate library no later than the year 1778. Is appears 
likewife from another ancient catalogue in the fame place, that 

Mr. Alleyn’s pictures have been preferved with as little fidelity, 
moft of them being carried away, and their places fupplied with 
fuch 2s would difgrace the walls.of an ale-houfe: nay, even his 
Only manufcript (his diary, often quoted in the Biographia Bri- 
tannica) has been Joft through the careleffnefs of the fociety 
which his beneficence had founded. ‘So iniudicious is it to en- 
truft articles allied:to tafte and literature under the guardianfhip 
of mere mechanicks, who prefer quantity to quality, glare of 
colours to propriety of defign, and. the news-paper of the day 
to the mofi curious memoir of a remoter age.’ 


* In the*topographical account of Middlefex, we are inform- 
ed, that in one of the lower roums at Sion-houfe is a furvey 
on vellum of the hundred of Ifleworth, full of hiftorical anec- 
dotes ; of which the late bifhop of Carlifle communicated the 
following account to the Society of Antiquaries. 


‘ Having lately been to view the earl of Northumberland’s 
feat at Sion in Middlefex, I met with a curiofity there which 
tends to illuftrate the local antiquities of that neighbourhood, 
which, together with thofe of the whole county of Middlefex, 
have béen lefs attended to and more imperfectly defcribed, 
though fo near the metropolis, than the remoteft parts of the 
kingdom. 

© dt isa map or furvey on vellum of the Hundred of Iflefworth, 
about three yards long and two broad, framed as a picture, and 
hung up in one of the lower apartments. It was made t. James I, 
and points out every gentleman’s houfe, with the name of the 
refpective owner in I efworth, Twickenham, Witton, Brent- 
ford, Hounflow, and other adjacent villages, together with 
fome capital feate. | 
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¢ In a cornér of the furvey is written, ** At Ifleworth a pa- 
lace is faid to have belonged to Richard ‘eatl of Cornwall, broe 
ther to king Henry III. dettroyed by the Londoners.”+ ‘The 
{cite of this palace is not markt in the furvey, but I feppofe it 
was the fame where, t. Henry LV, ftood a royal manfion on the 
fpot where the earl’s houfe ttood: for in an ancient Tower ree 
cord, fhewn me by the late Mr. Holmes, entitled, ‘« Palatia re- 
gist. HIV,” after Kenington, Odibam, and feveral others, Oc- 
curs Jfé/worde. Not the leaft tradition remains now of there 
having been fuch a houle here ; for | took fome pains to difcover 
the {cite, 

* The rivulet which empties itfelf into the Thames here, and 
turns fome very large corn-mills, is ftyied in the furvey //-/vorth 
river, and defcribed there as enlargéd. by an_artificial cut from 
theColn, I fafpeé that the original name of this ftream was . 
Ife, one of the Celtic names for water; and from thence per- 
haps this place was denominated Ifleworth, 

‘ On-Hounflow heath near Cranford two royal camps are 
markt in this map by the name of Shakefoury hills, mentioned 
by no writer as [ know of, 

*‘ Richmond palace is here flyled the refdence of Charles prince 
of Wales; by which it is evident the furvey was made in the in- 
terval between the death of prince Henry and his father, 7. ¢. 
between 1612 and 1625. At Weft Sheene we have this note ; 
«¢ Weft Sheene is faid to have been built by Edward III, and ors 
dayned for a monaftery, Afterwards a royal palace, now burnt 
down, and ufed only as a ftable for the king’s great horfes and 
lodgings for fome perfons that have the care of them.” This 
account contains almoft as many errors as words. The mona- 
ftery here was founded by king Edward II. for twenty-four Car- 
melite friars; nor was there ever a palace or royal manfion here, 
but at half a mile’s diftance in that part of Sheene manor lon 
afterwards called Richmond. This palace was not erected by 
Edward If[, but more probably by Henry III; for his fon Ed. 
ward I. received the commiffioners of parliament at his manors 
boufe of Sheene upon Thames, on their return from Lanercoft abbey, 
Cumberland, as we learn from ‘the famous parliamentary record 
Ordinatio Scotie; Ryley Plac. Parl. App. p. 503, and 508; and 
Tyrrell’s Hit. of Eng. l. p. 162: and in Dugdale’s Monat. Il. 
p- 207, I find a royal letter touching the immunity of the king’s 
chapels from the clofe-roll, 12 Edward iI. M. 10, tefle rege apud 
Shene 17 Peb. ~ 

« As to what has been burnt down at Weft Sheene before this 
furvey was made, it could only have been part of the monaftery 
before mentioned ; for about thirty years after (1649) the then 
ftate of the building. was taken and given in.to the commifitoners 
appointed by parliament for the fale of the late king’s houfes, 
and was as follows ; 
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¢ Survey of the fcite of Sheene monaftery 1649, MS. 
in the Augmentation office. 

«© One fair and large ftruéture of brick-building called the 
priors lodgings, containing a kechyn paved with free-ftone, a 
great and Jittle parlour wainfcotted, a butterie, paftry, two larders, 
one ground chamber, a porter’s lodge, and two cellars, one dyning-~ 
room, and one clofet all wainfcotted and floored with boards, and 
eight other chambers, with five large garrets, &c. &c. enclofed 
with a brick-wall planted with 148 wall-froit trees, 317 cherry- 
trees and other fruit-trees, and one cyprefs-tree, &c. Alfoa 
brick tenement formerly ufed for an anchorite’s cell, containing 
four rooms ‘below, and as many above, and two little gardens, 
and one other garden being part of the old churchyard. There 
is a part of the old church of Sheene yet ftanding, but very 
ruinous. All thefe premifes are inclofed within a brick wall 
twelve feet high, fevering the fame from Richmond little park, 
the whole containing thirty-two acres. The faid premifes are 
accommodated with water, brought sHrORg feveral {mall leaden 
pipes, branched from one great pipe of lead extending itfelf 
from the ftop-cock or conduit-head on Richmond green into a 
great ciftern of ftone placed within the wall of Sheene.” 

‘ Now, it is difficult to reconcile this defcription with that in 
the Sion map, that it was ufed only as a ftable, &c. It is clear, 
from the parliament furvey, that what was itanding 1649 were 
the remains of the old monaftery, confequently no additional 
buildings could have been ereéted between the date of this ma 
and 1649. Now, fo large and convenient was this old manfion- 
houfe, that lord vifcount Brounker refided here t. Charles II. ; as 
did alfo my grandfather fir Charles Lyttelton (to whom lord 
Brounker devifed it) for feveral years, with a large family, 
t, James II. and William ITT. 

' ¢ At Brentford we have this note: ** There are three bridges 
over Brent, which tradition fays were built by a clothier, At 
the foot of Braynford bridge was the chapel of All Angels, now 
quite perifhed.” 

« All memory of this chapel being entirely loft, and Camden, 
and other writers, filent about it, I fhall point out its original 
from a record in the augmentation-office ; an indenture bearin 
date 10 March, 21 Henry VIII. in purfuance of the will. of 
Hugh Dennis, efq; between his executors and the abbefs and 
convent of Sion, and the prior of Sheene, touching the endow- 
ment of certain alms-hoafes for feven poor men, and the found- 
ing a chantry for two priefts in the chapel of All Angels by 
Braynford- bridges, lying within the manor of Iftelworth near the 
monatftery of Sion, and holden of the faid abbefs, which priefts 
were to celebrate maffes daily for the fouls of king Henry VII, 
the faid Hugh Dennis, efq; and Mary his wife, and maiter John 
Somerfet. It further appears by this indenture the faid alms- 
houfes and chantry were endowed with rents iffuing out of the 
manors Of Ofterly, Wykes, and Portpole (alias Grays-inn), all in 
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the county of Middlefex, and were under the patronage of the 
abbefs of Sion. 

‘ The dedication of this chapel is perhaps unparallel’d in this 
kingdom. Many churches and chapels were dedicated to St. Mi- 
chael; and one near Exeter to Gabriel, whence the place is now 
called Clyft Gabriel, though the chapel is demolithed. 

‘ Many curious remarks might be made on the antiquities of 
this part of Middlefex and Surrey from this furvey, which it 
were to be wifhed were engraved. 

‘ In the Compofitio Vicariz de Ifleworth, between Thomas 
bifhop of London, and the warden, &c. of Winchefter college, 
proprietaries of the church, and the vicar, on the one part, and 
the abbefs Elizabeth, &c. the monafteries of St. Saviour, Virgin. 
.Mary, St. Bridget, and of Sicn,-on the other, about tythes and 
other matters ecclefiaftical, the lands of Sion abbey exempted 
from tythes are bounded by the Thames on the eaft, on the 
fouth by a mote fouth of a field called Buttfelde, running ftraight 
down to the Thames, on the weft and north by another mote 
reaching along the weft fide of Buttefield and under a ftone 
bridge near Coefgreve, and thence along the weft and north 
parts of Shepelefs (q. fees) field and Bromfelde, otherwife Ote- 
hill, to the river Bryant, and thence to, the Thames: Winton 
college was to have twenty fhillings from this abbey, in lieu of 
tythes ; the vicar to pray for the good eftate of the monattery, 
and to receive the tythe as heretofore, to have free ingrefs to 
the refetory, and eat with the upper fervants, and his family to 
eat with the gromes or inferior fervants. The vicar was alfo to 
have an annual ftipend of 33s. 4. to be forfeited if he did not 
pray as above: he was to have tythes of other lands in the faid 
sparifh, not demefnes or in lay hands, and oblations and mortu- 
aries, Dr. Ducarell fixes the date of this compofition between 
1488 and 16500.’ 


The fecond volume of the work begins with the county of 
Norfolk. The materials which Sir Symonds D’Ewes collected 
relative to this county, we are informed, remain undigefted 
among his papers, in the Harleian library. Great expectations 
were entertained of the materials amaffled by Peter Le Neve, 
Norroy, who fpent above forty years in examining the antiqui- 
ties of his native county ; but it appears that fince his death, 
his valuable colleGtion has been difperfed. 

The moft accurate account of the antiquities of Northamp- 
tonfhire was expected from that able anriquary John Bridges, 
Efq. who {pent many years in colle&ting materials, and fpared 
no expence in furveying every parifh, &c. Dying in 1741, his 
colle&tions are now in the hands of the Rev. Mr. Whalley, late 
fellow of Sr. John’s college, Oxford, who has already publifhed 
a volume of the work. 

We have as yet no complete general defcription of the 
county of Oxford. Large collections for an account of its an- 
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tiqnities are faid to have been made by Randall Catherall (who 
died in 1625) and communicated to bifhop Sanderfon ; but 
after the ftrifteft fearches they could not be found. 

In refpeGt of Suilex, we are informed that William Burrel, 
Efq. F. A, S. has made, in the courfe of five years, moft am- 
ple collections for a hiftory of this county, arranged in com- 
plete order by rapes and parifhes, in twelve folio volumes; be- 
fides another of drawings, three volumes of monumental in- 
fcriptions, and four volumes of furveys, records, &c.—which he 
propofes bringing. to due perfe&tion before they are offered ta 
the public. 

Materials for a hiftory of Worcefterthire were colle&ted by 
Thomas Habington, or Abingdon, Efq. of Henlip, who was 
convicted of having been acceilary to the queen of Scots and 
the earl of Effex’s defigns againft queen Elizabeth, and fen- 
tenced to die; but was reprieved by the queen, in confidera- 
tion of his being her godfon, on condition that he fhould ne- 
yer tranfgrefs the limits of this county. An imperfe& copy 
of Mr. Abingdon’s furvey is, we are told, in-the library of Je- 
fus college, Oxford. 

The editor thus introduces the anecdotes relative to the to- 
pography of Yorkfhire : 

‘ One cannot approach the borders of this county without 
paying tribute to the memory of that indefatigable colleétor of 
345. antiquities, Roger Dodf{worth, who undertook and-executed 
a work, which, to the antiquaries of the prefent age, would 
have been the flone of Tydides.: One hundred ‘and twenty-two 
volumes of his own writing, befides original MSS. which he had 
obtained from feveral hands, making all together one hundred 
and fixty-two volumes folio, now lodged in that grand repofi- 
tory of our ancient muniments the Bodleian library (at Oxford), 
are lafting memorials what this county owes to him, as the two 
volumes of the Monafticon (which, though publithed under his 
and Dugdale’s names conjointly, were both colleéted and writ- 
ten totally-by him), will immortalize that extenfive induftry 
which has laid the whole kingdom under obligation. The pa- 
tronage of general Fairfax (whofe regard to our antiquities, which 
the rage of his party was fo bitter againft, fhould cover his faults 
from the eyes of antiquaries) preferved this treafure, and be- 
queathed.it to the library where it is now lodged. He was eldett 
Jon of Matthew Dod{worth, regiftrary of York cathedral, and 
chancellor to Toby Matthews, archbifhop of York, born. July 

24, 1585, at Newton Grange, in the parifh of St, Ofwald, in 
Rydale, in Yorkthire, died Aug, 1654, and was buried at Ruf- 
ford, Lancafhire—‘* of wonder:ul induftry, but Jefs judgment; 
always colleting and tranfcribing, but never publifhed any 
thing,’? Wood drew his own character in the firft part of this, 
Fairfax died 1671: his nephew Henry Fairfax, dean of Nor- 
wich, gave R. Dod {worth’s 160 volumes of collections tothe 
univer lity 




















Britifh Topograpby. 263 


univerfity of Oxford; but the manufcripts were not brought 
thither till 1673, and then in wet weather, when Wood with 
much difficulty obtained leave of the vice-chancellor to have 
them brought into the muniment room in the fchool tower, and 
was a month drying them on the leads.’ 


The author obferves, that very little pains have been taken 
by the natives or neighbours to illuftrate the hiftory or anti- 
quities of Wales. A colleGion of manufcripts on this fubjedt, 
however, was made by Mr. Maurice, of Kenvybreach, Dene 
bighfhire, which is now in the hands of Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne. The colle&tions of the eminent Welch antiquary, 
Edward Lhuyd, were left in the hands of Sir Thomas Sea- 
bright, of Beachwood, Hertfordfhire. They confift, we are 
told, of above forty volumes in folio, ten in quarto, and above 
a hundred fmaller, all relating to Irifh or Welch antiquities, 
and chiefly in thofe languages. 

The author next gives a lift of the topographical writers for 
Scotland, beginning with the Roman geography of that part 
of the kingdom, afterwards {pecifying the feveral counties, and 
the iflands on the coaft. 

The author obferves, refpefting the Irifh topography, that 

¢ Dr. Nicolfon while he was colle€ting his other hiftorical li- 
braries collefted many maierials for an Irifh one. His appoint- 
ment to the fee of Derry, where he fat eight years, gave him 
better opportunities for completing it, though he confeffes 
many pieces muft have efcaped his notice. ‘The laft edition of 
Sir James Ware’s Irifh Writers has above 400 additional ones : 
the greater part have devoted their pens to religious fubjects, 
controverfy, and lives of faints; the reft are chronicle; but 
fcarce any topographers. This kind of curiofity is of very mo- 
dern date in Ireland. The fociety founded by Petty and Mo- 
lyneux for philofophical inquiries hardly fubfifted five years. 
The prefent century has thrown more light on the face of the 
country. The fociety formed about twenty years ago have given 
fpecimens of their abilities, which their country has no reaion to 
be afhamed of :—a plan for writing rhe defcriptions of counties, 
which would more illuftrate thofe of England than thofe which 
uncertain genealogifts or unfkilful compilers have obtruded on . 
the public. Since the eftablifliment of this fociety, another has 
been formed for the illuftration of the antiquities of Ireland, un- 
der the patronage of Sir Lucius O’Brien, bart. but fo little does 
_ this.tafte prevail in this nation, which, if we may believe Mr. 
O'Halloran, is one of the oldeft in the world, that major Va- 
lancy,.the fecretary of this new fociety, may be confidered as the 
fociety itfelf. In the year 1773 he prevailed on the Dublinsfo- 
ciety to form themfelves into a committee, which might have 
been ferviceable to the kingdom in general. The plan of that 
gommittee may be collected from the queries they publifhed. In 
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fot years time they obtained only 40 anfwers to 4000 copies, 
many of them perfectly trifling. ‘The committee is therefore 
dropped, and with it all Mr. Vallancy’s hopes of ever being 
ufeful to Ireland, in the great {cale they hoped to work on. He 
is now engaged in taking furveys of [reland for government. He 
had refolved to publifh whatever antiquities had fallen in his way 
in fome periodical work, and had actually begun in the Hiber- 
nian Mag’zine ; but the proprietors executed the plates fo mifer- 
ably that he defifted, and met with no encouragement to print 
his difcoveries in England ; fo that his Irifh Grammar printed at 
Dublin 1773, ato, a fhort correfpondence with governor Pownal 
on the fubje&t of Drogheda barrow, and his three numbers 
of ** Colle€tanea de Rebus Hibernicis,” is all we have of 
this curious antiquary. Under the difadvantage of a want of 
correfpondence, and the difficulty of getting commiffions from 
Irifh bookfellers, it muft not be thought extraordinary that 
fo little has been added to the firft edition of the Irifh Topo- 
graphy.’ 

’ In the profecution of this work, the editor has, as formerly, 
arranged the feveral counties in alphabetical order; annexing 
to each fuch additions and corrections as his great refearches on 
the fubject have enabled him to fupply.—To thofe who are de- 
firous of a hiftorical account of what has been done for illuftrat- 
ing the topographical antiquities of this country, either by 
written information, maps, or charts, this work, which has 
been collected with amazing induftry, muft prove exceedingly 
ufeful, and is certainly unrivalled, both in point of minutenefs 
and extent. 





A Complete Body of Heraldry: in Two Volumes. Illuftrated with 

Copper. plates. Carefully compiled, from the beft and moft undoubted 
Authorities, by Joteph Edmondfon, Ey. F.S. A. Mowbray 
Herald Extraordinary. Folio. 31. 7%. in boards. Dodfley. [Con- 
cluded, from p. 181.] : 


|* our former review of this work, we curforily mentioned 

marks of cadency, abatements of honour, &c. but for the 
fatisfaction of our readers, we fhall now give fome account of 
thofe terms. : 

By marks of cadency, are underftood thofe figures, or marks, 
which have of late years been ufed in heraldry, for diftinguifh- 
ing families, and fhewing the degrees of defcent. ‘They con 
Git of nine, arranged in the following order, viz. the label, 
a crefcent,! a mullet, a martlet, an annulet, a fleur de lis, a 
role, a crofs moline, and a double quatrefoil. : 


‘ Thefe marks, Mr. Edmondfon obferves, are {aid to have 
been invented by fome modern heralds, in order that coat-ar- 
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mour might defcend to pofterity with fafety, How far they have 
fucceeded, the public will beft judge. ' Certain it is, that thofe 
marks of diftiné&tion, when painted on a fhield of arms, are fo 
fmall, complicated and confufed, that at a fmall diftance from 
the eye, they are fcarce diftinguifhable; fo that the purpofe for 
which they were introduced, isin a great meafure defeated, 
Such trifling marks of cadency were not ufed by the ancient he- 
ralds. They made choice of more confpicuous brizures, and 
pitched upon the border, the bend, and armorial additions and 
variations, as being furer and more vifible, as well as more in- 
telligible tokens of difference. ‘Thus Corbet of Salop, one of 
the oldeft families in that county, bore, Or, a raven fable; the 
fecond branch took two ravens; the third branch took three; 
the fourth four; and fo on; and a ftill younger branch of the 
fame family, for further diftin€&tion, bore, their ravens within 2 
border, although it was the moft ufual method to have thefe 
borders of difference compofed of the arms of the firft marria 
that had eftablifhed the particular branch of the family, &c. 
which firft aflumed or bore fuch border.’ 

Our author informs us, that although the label, crefcent, 
mullet, and other figures above mentioned, are, according to 
the modern rules of heraldry, to be ufed as brifures, or marks 
of cadency, for diftinguifhing the feveral branches of private and 
noble families from each other, yet they are not to be ufed as 
fuch in refpect to the princes of the blood royal of England ; 
becaufe the children of.our kings are not entitled to bear arms, 
till his majefty iffues orders for that purpofe. The method of 
granting arms to any of the king’s children is, we are told, as 
follows: his majefty, by his warrant direéted to the kings of 
arms, commands them to compofe fuch arms, fupporters, 
and marks of diftinétion, as will be proper to be borne by the 
particular child named in fuch warrant. When thefe are com- 
pofed, they are laid before his majefty for his royal approba~ 
tion ; which being obtained, they are inferted in a grant pafled 
at the college of arms, ; ; 

By abatements of honour, are underftood fuch figures as 
heraldic writers affure us were, by judgments of the court mi- 
litary, to be added or annexed to coat armour, in order to de- 
note fome ungentlemanlike, difhonourable, or difloyal a&, ‘in 
the bearer; and whereby the dignity of the coat armour to 
which they are annexed is greatly abafed. The number of 
the abatements of honour is likewife nine. After fome pertir 
nent remarks on this fubje&, our author thus concludes: 

‘ Upon the whole then it is evident, that the particular fi- 
gures, faid to be made ufe of as marks or figns of Abatement 
of Honour, are not heraldically held to be difhonourable in 
themfelyes; fo that we are-to conceive, that anciently the offi- 
cers 
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_eers of arms throughout Europe, by-their common confent de-« 
termined, that whenever any of thofe figures were placed under 
certain circumftances, as well of tinéture as of number, which 
they themfelves prefcribed and agreed on, the quality of fuch 
figures fhould be confidered as changed, and that they thould 
be deemed to be the proper teflere of Abatements of Honour ; 
and as fuch, when occefion required, annexed to coat-armour. 

* However fedulous heralds may be {uppofed to have been, in 
their endeavour to deter nobles. and gentlemen of coat-armour 
from the commifiion of difhonourable aéts, and in contriving 
proper modesiof ridiculing the guilty, and expofing them to 
public contempt; yet it doth not appear, that fuch abatements 
of honour, as are here fpoken of, were ever borne by any per- 
fon whatfoever; and Sir George Mackenzie very properly afks, 
who would bear fuch abatements? Certainly no man would vo- 
luntarily fubmit to their being added to his arms: it muft be the 
power and authority of law, which alone could compel the bear- 
ing of difhonourable teffere; and yet not one even of thofe he- 
raldic writers. who treat copioufly on thefe figures, mentions the 
promulgation of any order, conftitution, or regulation whatfo- 
ever, whereby the annexing to coat-armour, and bearing fuch 
abatements of honour, have beenenjoined; neither do they fur- 
nifh us with a fingle inftance of any fuch mark of difgrace being 
borne. The French are ftrangers to {uch figures, and Mene- 
ftrier calls them Englifh fancies.’ 


Charges, in heraldry, are defined to be, thofe figures which 
eccupy the field of a fhield of arms, and are placed either ‘ 
throughout all the fuperficies of the efcutcheon, or elfe in 
fome particular part of it. Anciently arms were fimple and 
plain, confifting at moft but of few figures, diftinély placed 
on the field; the heralds of thofe times being of opinion, that 
the lefs that apeared in a coat, the more honourable it was. 
Our author obferves, however, that as coats of arms increafed 
in number, a deviation from their original plainnefs foon be- 
came unavoidable. A confpicuous variation from each other 
was abfolutely requifite, for making the due armorial diftinc- 
tions between families. 


‘ This, fays Mr. Edmonfon,, was firft effected, either by a 
yepetition, on the fame efcutcheon, of fome one or other of thofe 
particular figures, which thentofore had been ufed as charges ; 
or by placing in the field two or more different and diftiné& 
bearings. It was not long however before this mode proved in- 
adequate to the purpofe for which it was adapted ; the continual 
multiplication of arms had abforbed all the variations that could 
be made in refpect to the figures then ufedin heraldry, and called 
for additional marks of dittinétion; wherefore fuch a multitude 
of new charges have been introduced from time-to time, that it 
may truely be faid, there is fcarce any thing, either natural or 
artificial, 
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artificial, that is not, or hath not been, reprefented in the coat 
armour. 

‘ The embarraffments, which from the multiplicity of coats of 
arms, and the almoft infinity of charges, former heralds lay un- 
der in contriving new arms, fo as not to have them clath: with 
any of thofe already granted, led them into fome errors and ab- 
furdities; but to their praife it may be juftly faid, that they not 
only cautioufly avoided the filling coats with improper or differ- 
ent figures, but blazoned them {fo fully, and aptly, that no man 
could be at a lofsto draw them with accuracy and exaétnefs. 
Modern heralds, however, have not always followed the ex- 
ample in either refpe&t: on the contrary, they have fluffed feve- 
ral of the new-purchafed coats with fuch a multitude and variety 
of charges, and introduced fuch a medley of new and extraore 
dinary bearings, that the efcutcheons become crouded, confufed 
and unfeemly, and confequently are inadequate to the purpofes 
for which coat-armour was originally inftituted; nay, the def- 
criptions which they give us of thofe very arms are {fo loofe and 
defective, that fuch arms cannot with certainty and exaétnefs be 
drawn from their blazon, as they ftand worded in the grants.’ 


The author afterwards confirms his remarks by feveral in- 
ftances, which place in a ftrong light the impropriety of the 
practice he endeavours to explode, ; 

It was a frequent practice, we are told, with the nobility of 
England, from the reign of Edward HI. to that of Henry VII. to 
quarter the arms of the wife, and alfo to place her arms in the 
firft quarter, in preference to the paternal coat of the huf- 
band’s family, particularly if her family was of greater dignity. 
But Mr. Edmondfon is of opinion, that fuch pra@tice ought 
not to.be allowed by any heralds, according to the rules of 
armory. 

Concerning the conveyance of grants of arms, our author 
obferves, that it is not unufval for a man by his will to dire, 
that the perfon, and his iflue, to whom he bequeaths his 
eftate, fhall take his {the donor’s) name, and bear his arms. 
' Such afflumptions are generally confirmed by a& of parliament, 
or by royal fign manual, which, according to cuftom, has 
been regiftered in the college of arms. Mr. Edmondfon in- 
forms us, that many fuch have paffed through his hands, The 
fee which he conftantly paid for regiftering each fign manual 
was fix guineas; but of late the kings-and heralds of arms 
have raifed the fce to twenty pounds feven fhillings, and up- 
wards ; fo that many fign manuals, for the above purpofes, 
which have been lately pafled, are not entered, the perfons 
applying to the fovereign being contented with his majefty’s 
royal licence, unentered in the heralds office, rather than pay 
fo large and-unufual a fee, Our author farther informs us, ° 
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that very lately fome of the moft able gentlemen of the law 
were confulted on the quéftion, whether, when a man by his 
will dire&ts that another perfon fhall take and bear his name 
and arms, it is neceflary to have fuch diretions confirmed by 
royal licence, or aQigof parliament? It was agreed, that the 
will was entirely fafficient, and that no other confirmation was 
requifite. 

The writers on heraldry have generally been of opinion, 
that the practice of quartering, or marfhalling coats of arms, 
by many parte and coupé lines, began in the reign of Ed- 
ward IV. But Mr. Edmondfon obferves, that had they looked 
carefully into the Englith hiftory, or examined the paintings 
of ancient arms yet extant, they might have been convinced 
that the praétice was known before that period; and in fup- 
port of this remark he produces feveral inftances. 

Having explained the proper method of compofing and mar- 
fhalling of coat armour contained within the fhield, the au- 
thor proceeds to treat, fo far as is neceflary for the inftruc- 
tion of artifts in general, of the exterior ornaments of the 
fhield, as the helmet, mantling, wreath, crowns, and other 
marks of dignity and office, which are placed indifferently 
round the fhield, in order to make a complete armorial at- 
chievement. Among the author’s obfervations on thefe fub- 
jes, we find heraldic writers are univerfally agreed, that a 
woman cannot bear a creft; and by the rules of heraldry 
likewife, women are not permitted to ufe mottos. 

It has been a prevailing opinion among heraldic writers, that 
fupporters in armorial bearings had their origin from tilts, tour- 
naments, and juftings. Our author acknowleges, that he en- 
tertained the fame idea, till he read a manufcript treatife en- 
titled Afpilogia, written by John Anftis, Efq. in which this 
doétrine is ftrongly combated. Mr, Anftis there remarks, 
that in later ages the nobility have been diftinguithed from 
perfons. of inferior rank, by having fupporters and coronets 
cut on their feals; but, fo far as he can obferve, there were 
not anciently any particular marks in the feals of the nobility, 
that diftinguifhed them trom knights. In refpe& of fupporters, 
he thinks they were the invention of the engraver, who, in 
cutting on feals fhields of arms, which were in-a triangular 
form, and placed on a-circle, finding a vacant fpace at each 
fide, and alfo at the top of the thield, thought it an ornament 
to fill up the fpaces with fome figures according to his fancy. 


‘ If, fays Mr. Anftis, fapporters had been efteemed formerly 
{as at this time) the marks and enfigns of nobility, there could 
be.no doubt but there would have been then, as now, particu- | 
cular fupporters appropriated to each nobleman exclafive of all. 
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others; whereas, in the feals of noblemen affixed to a paper 
wrote to the pope in the year 1300, the fhields of arms of 
twenty-feven of them are‘in the fame manner fupported (if that 
term may be ufed) on each fide by a wivern, and feven of the 
others by lions; that John de Haftings hath the fame wivern on 
each fide of his fhield of arms, and alfo on the {pace over it, 
in the manner as is the lion in the feals of Hache, Beauchamp, 
and De Malolacu. The feals of Defpenfer, Baffet, and Badlef- 
mere, pendent tothe fame inftrument, have each two wiverns or 
dragons for fupporters; and that of Gilbert de Clare, three 
lions placed in the form above mentioned. The promifcuous 
ufage of wiverns, to fill the blanks in the feals, is obvious to all 
who are concerned in thefe matters. 

« But what is a ftronger argument, is, that the fame fort of 
fupporters as thofe here mentioned, is placed in the feals of di- 
vers perfons, whofe families were never advanced to the peer- 
age, and who, not. ftyling themfelves knights, doubtlefs were 
not bannerets ; perfons of which degree (if I miftake not) now 
claim fupporters during their lives, as well as knights of the 
garter, and fome great officers of flate, Inftances of this kind 
are often met with: nay, the engraver hath frequently indulged 
his fancy fo far as to infert fuch figures as do not feem proper, 
according to the prefent notion of*fupporters to arms; as two 
fwords on each fide of the arms of Sir John de Harcles and St2 
George fighting with the dragon on one fide, and the Virgin 
with our Saviour in her arms on the other fide, of a feal fixed 
to a deed executed by lord Ferrers, whofe arms, on the imprefs 
of a feal pendent to.a deed dated 17th May, g Henry VI. have 
not any fupporters. This, as well as, many other omiflions of 
fupporters by many. noblemen in their old feals, feems likewife 
toimply, that they were not the right of the nobility exclufive of 
others. 

* When fupporters were firft affumed, if there were two on 
one feal, they were generally the fame; but fometimes there was 
only one, and fometimes three, as may be feen on various feals. 

« The manner of placing thefe fupporters was alfo'very dif- 
ferent; as fometimes, when the fhield lay on the fide, as often 
was the cafe, the'fupporters have been placed fo as to feem to 
be fupporting the creft, as.appears im’ the feal of the earl of 
Arundel, in which feal there is not any coronet. Some were - 
placed, all ftanding one way; and if but one, it was placed 
fometimes on one fide of the fhield of arms, and fometimes on 
the other: fometimes again it was placed at the bottom, and the 
arms fet on it; and fometimes behind, with the arms againf it, 
and the head above the fhield and in a helmet, as in the feal of 
William lord Fitz-Hugh, 12 Hen, VI.’ 


This extract from Mr. Anftis’s manufcript we have laid bes 
fore our readers, on account of its receiving the approbation 


gf fo good a judge in heraldry as our author. 
& Mr. 
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Mr. Edmondfon obferves, that the practice of the fovereigns 
of England granting fupporters to the peers of each degree, 
feems to have commenced in the reign of Henry VII. as did 
that of granting the like ornaments to the arms of knights of 
the Garter, and of the Bath, The kings of arms in England 
are not authorifed to grant fupporters to any perfon under the 
degree of a knight of the Bath, unlefs they receive a royal 
warrant, dire€ted to them for that purpofe. But Lyon king 
of arms of Scotland may, by virtue of his office, grant fup- 
porters without fuch royal warrant. 

Notwithftanding what has been above mentioned, refpe@ing 
the exclufion of females from bearing fupporters, it is admit-., 
ted, that in fome cafes ladies are entitled to them. Thofe, 
for inftance, who are peereffes in their own right, either by 
defcent or patent, have a juft right to wear fupporters. 

Next follows, in alphabetical arrangement, an account of 
the arms of emperors, kings, and other fovereign princes. 
This is fucceeded by the feveral orders of knighthood, which 
have been inftituted from the earlicft to the prefent time ; 
with a defcription of their refpective habits, collars, badges, 
mottoes,. &c. We are alfo prefented with an account of the 
Ordo Equeftris of the German empire, fuppofed to be derived 
from the Ordo Equeftris in old Rome, which confifted of thofe 
who ranked next to the fenate. 

The fubfequent materials in the firft volume are, the arms 
of the peers of England, Scotland, and Ireland; the arms of 
the baronets of England ; an account of the baronets of Scot- 
land, commonly called Nova Scotia baronets ; order of baronets 
in Ireland; with the arms of the abbeys, monafteriés, ‘and re« 
ligious houfes, founded in England and Wales of archiepif- 
copal and epifcopal fees in England and Ireland ; of thofe for- 
merly eftablifhed in Scotland ; and alfo the arms of the deane- 
ries in England and Wales. Befides thefe, we meet with the 
arms of the univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge, and their 
feveral colleges; the arms of feveral fchools, colleges, and 
public hofpitals ; arms of the feveral inns of court, and chan- 
cery ; with the armorial enfigns of counties, cities, boroughs, 
towns corporate, &c. in England and Wales; and the arms of 
the fourteen incorporated bodies of trades in the city of Edin- 
burgh. Several pages are afterwards occupied with a differta- 
tion on the ceremonial of funerals; which is followed by the 
mottoes of the nobility, &c. accompanied with tranflations ; 
and the volume concludes with Glover’s Ordinary of Arms, 
augmented and improved. . 

The fecond volume comprifes an alphabet, or dictionary of 
arms $ 
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arms; and a copious gloflary, explaining all the technical 
terms ufed in heraldry. 

The great extent of this valuable work may be conceived, 
from its containing upwards of fifty thoufand coats of arms, 
with their crefts, &c. The numerous and beautiful plates with 
‘which it is enriched, ferve both for ufe and embellithment : 
and upon the whole, it may be confidered as the moft com- 
plete and judicious fyftem of heraldry that has hitherto ap- 
peared, whether in refpeét of the entertainment it may afford, 
or its ufefulnefs to the artift. 





Clinical Experiments, Eiferlts, and Diff@ions. By Francis Home, 
M. D. one of bis Maje/ty’s Phyficians, Fellow of the Reyal Col- 
lege of Phyficians of Edinburgh, and Profeffor of Materia Medica 
in the Univerfiy of Edinburgh. 8vo. 63. boards. Murray. 
[Concluded from page 222+), 


1% our laft Review we traced the fubjeéts of this ufeful work 
fo far as the fifth feétion, which prefents us with practical 
obfervations on the morbilli, or meafles. 

- Se&t. VI. Experiments upon fome remedies ufed in the 
phthifis pulmonalis. The firft remedy our author mentions is 
the vitriolic acid, which he adminiftered in three cafes, without 
obferving any advantage from it. Its aftringency, and ftrong 
antifeptic power, he remarks, may fometimes corre the 
laxity of the folids, and the purulent diffolution of the fluids ; 
but it greatly tends to promote purging, even though joined to 
the mucilage of gum Arabic, and accompanied with opiates. 

Our author next mentions alum, which he thinks does not 
appear to have any powers in curing the difeafe ; and he fhould 
expect no greater advantage from it than from any other 
aftringent, in diminifhing a loofenefs. 

Concerning the Peruvian bark, which is at prefent ufed in 
this difeafe, Dr. Home obferves, it is fo powerful a medicine, 
that when not ufeful, it may not be entirely innocent. He 
tried it for fifteen days on a patient in the infirmary; but all 
the fymptoms became evidently worfe. In other cafes he has 
alfo found it detrimental. 

Starch, he obferves, feems to have fome beneficial powers 
in this difeate 5 and that it will be moft ufeful when the ex- 
peCoration is thin, in fmall quantity, and attended with much 
tickling in the trachea and fauces. 

He adminiftered mephitic air in four cafes, and thinks that 
it appears fometimes to be of ule, 

From feveral trials on the vapour of thus, he entertains no 
favourable opilion of this remedy ; efpecially confidering that 


it 
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itis, in effe&, the application of ftimulating effential oils, and 
acid volatile falts, to an irritable and. difeafed part. He 
found the effects of thofe vapours much gentler, when the gum 
was thrown on heated brick, than on coals, as the vapour of 
the coal itfelf is offenfive. It would probably, he thinks, ‘be 
fill better to fumigate the room, and to ufe no ftronger nor 
nearer application of it. He adds, that, perhaps, thus, fto- 
rax, &c. may emit fome mephitic air, to which they may owe 
their falutary qualities, if they ever poffefs any. 

Se&. VIE. treats of the difeafe called by Hippocrates, morbus 
niger ; by Hoffman, feceffus cruentus; and by Sauvages, the 
melaene. Our author obferves, that this is often a fympto- 
matic difeafe only, and arifes from obftru@ions of the liver, ~ 
fypleen, ftomach, inteftines, &c. When it appears at the lat- 
ter end.of a diforder, it is juftly reckoned very fatal, But it is 
fometimes idiopathic and original; in which cafe Dr. Home 
has found it not very dangerous. Of the latter kind he has 
met with three remarkable cafes, which are accurately re- 
lated, and whence he deduces feveral important conclufions ; 
for which, as they are of confiderable length, and will not ad« 
mit of abbreviation, we muft refer our readers to the work. 

' Se&t. VIII. contains experiments upon the rhododendron 
chryfanthemum Lin. This remedy has been much ufed for 
the cure of the rheumatifm in Siberia; and a parcel of it 
was fent from Ruffia to Edinburgh, with warm recommenda- 
tions, for a trial. Dr. Home made with it three experiments, 
from which he draws the following obfervations : 


¢ 1, The dofein Siberia, we are told, is the infufion of 
drach. ii. I began with the fourth of this dofe, and arofe by 
degrees to the above quantity ; and once gave drach. iii. as the 
preceding dofes had produced no fenfible effects. I imagine, 
from the conduc with regard to the other narcotics, that we 
Ought to increafe it till we find that it produces fome fenfible ef- 


 fe&ts.. The proper and general dofe appears to be drach. ii. if 


we are to follow this rule. “ 3 
‘ 2. It affects the head with pain, giddinefs, and fleep. It 
produces naufea, and fometimes opens the belly. It fometimes 
increafes theurine. It fweats plentifully, when the ftate is not 
very inflammatory. But, when it is, this medicine does not 
fweat, but increafes all the phlogiftic fymptoms, as it feemed to 
make more bleedings neceflary than otherwife might have been 

required. : 

« 3. It appears to be one of the moft powerful fedatives which 
we have, as in mott of the trials it made the pulfe fo remarkably 
flow, and in one reduced it 38 beats. By fedatives, I mean fuch 
medicines as make the pulfe flower, though not weaker. Such 
have not been attended to much by phyficians; and, in moft 
i experiments, 
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experiments, if the pulfe was not quickened, the experimenter 
declared they had no effe& on the pulfe, never fufpecting that 
there was a numerous clafs of bodies, which rendered it flower, 
and had as powerful effeéts on the fyftem as the formers Thid 
has been the cauée of many falfe conclufions. I have attended 
much to this clafs of fedatives, have found it very extenfive; and 
poffefing, in common, many effefts on the healthful and mor- 
bid body. Such medicines appear ufeful in a number of dif- 
cafes, as they diminifh the fenfibility of-the nervous fyitem. 
From all the effeéts of this body, it appears to belong to the clals 
of saree eng poifons. 

« 4. In none of thefe cafes do the fymptoms of the acute 
rheumatifm appear to have been mitigated by this medicine, 
though ufed in greater dofes than in Siberia: In one of the 
cafes, the difeafe was next day cufed by pulv. Dover. The 
trials were fair. So that I may venture to pronounce, that, in 
the cure of the acute rheumatifm, it is a medicine much infes 
rior, in its effets, to feveral others.’ 


Seat. IX. treats of the cephalalgia, or headach, which, Dr. 
Home obferves, is rarely an original difeafe; only four cafes 
of it occurring in his report-books. 

Se&. X. recites experiments upon Sir Hans Sloane’s oint- 
ment in the albugo or Jeucoma. In two cafes which Dr. Home 
relates, this medicine appears to have cured the patients. Iti 
another perfon, who ftaid but a few days in the infirmary, it 
made fome progrefs; and ovr author cured a girl im private 
praélice with it. The patients generally applied it only twice 
a day, if there was any tendency to inflammation; if not, as 
often as they pleated. 

Se&. XI. contains experiments upon antifpafmodics. Dr. 
Home obferves, 


‘ There is a very numerous clafs of difeafes which arife from 
the involuntary contraction of the mufcular fibres, in whatever 
part of the bady they are ‘placed. ‘Thefe involuntary contracs 
tions are either continued, or they alternate quickly with re 
laxation. Hence, with regard to the fymptoms of {uch difeafes, 
a very material diftin@ion is made; and the former are: called 
tonic, and the latter clonic, But the remedies appropriated to 
the cure of thefe two different orders, and their gemera, are, by 
authors, claffed together ; and antifpafmodic is the name they 
receive, whether we confider too great irritability alone, or irri- 
tation, as the caufe of thofe difeafes; or continued or alternate 
contractions, as the effects produced. 

‘ Thefe antifpafmodics have, indeed, been fubdivided, from 
the nature of the difeafes which they’ cure, into ‘antiepileptica, 
anticonvalfiva, antihyfterica, antiemetica, &c. But fill they 
are treated of as fit to.cure that whole clafs of difeafes. A dif 
crimination, therefore, of them; fettling their proper effe&ts 5 
Vou. L, Of. 1780. T afcere 
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afcertaining their relative powers ; fixing the particular difeafes 
in which they are beneficial, would be an ufeful, but an ar- 
duous tafk, too much for one man, or perhaps for one age, fo 
many having already elapfed, and fo little done to purpofe. 
Each, however, may contribute his fhare, by recording the trials 
he has made for it is only from a number of experiments that 
any certain general rules can arife.’ 


Our author has felefed a few of the trials which he made 
relative to this fubje&t. The firft he mcntions is fear, which 
has cften been employed by phyficians 2s an antifpafmodic, in 
the cure of hiccup, hyfterics, convulfions, and the ague before 
the bark was difcovered. Dr. Home-has tried it in the hyfte- 
rics, and in the hiccup ; but it either did not fucceed, or the 
complaint feon returned. ‘He obferves, that this antifpafmodic 
is liable to many objections, Its effects are varidus ‘in different 
perfons, fometimes fevere; and we cannot regulate them. It 
is alfo found to produce amenorrhoea. 

Dr; Home has tried the cold bath on a man who had a con- 
vulfion of the whole left fide. On the patient’s going into the 
cold water, which was contained in a bathing-tub, ‘he was im- 
mediately feized with a fevere fit. ° Two days after, he made 
ufe of the fhower-bath. But.immediately on receiving the 
fhock, a moft fevere fit came on, in which the right fide was, 
for the firft tume, convulfed, the left much more than ufual, 
and a greater coldnefs feized his legs and feet. 

The next antifpafmodic mentioned is venefefion, which, 
notwithftanding practitioners are generally averfe to it, Dr. 
Home obferves, is often neceflary towards the cure of hyfte- 
tics. He remarks, that it is chiefly advantageous where the 
difeafe aries from amenorrhoea,. | 

In the primary fingultus, Dr. Home has found that blood- 
ing is.the remedy moft to be relied on. Ele@ricity failed in 
this complaint, as well as in the tremor palpitans. From fe- 
veral trials, blifters did not appear-to be powerful antifpafmo- 
dics. Valerian was remarkably unfuccefsful. Mufk- was ad- 
minifiered in fix cafes purely fpafmodic, without one of them 
being cured. 

Dr. Home admits that camphor has fome mierit as an anti- 
fpafmodic in the hyfterics and fingulrus, and that it is more 
powerful than mufk. That it is chiefly ufeful in the inlamma- 
tory fpafmodic cafes, as it makes.the pulfe flower, and rather 
cools. - : 

In refpe&t.of caftor, Dr. Home obferves, that it appears not 
worthy of much confidence. \ At the fame time it feems not 
only fafe. in fpafmocic feverifh cafes, but ufeful, as it makes 
the pulfe flower, and ad&ts’as a fedative.: 
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_ Affa foetida, he remarks, though not always fuccefsful, 
feems to enjoy confiderable antifpafmodic powers 5 but as it 
heats and quickens the pulfe, it moft be improper in inflamma- 
tory cafes. 

From the cafes in which Dr. Home tried ether, he obferves 
that it fhews fome powers in curing the hyfterics. Of eight 
patients, it cured three, and relieved two. It is commonly 
found, that its effe€ts are quick 5; and that if it does not cure 
in two or three days, it will not after that time. From one 
of the experiments related by Dr. Home, he remarks, that 
ether appears not to be hurtful in inflammatory cafes; a dils 
covery which, if well founded, is of no fmall importance. 

Peruvian bark our author found to be an excellent remedy 
in pure fpafmodic cafes, unaccompanied with inflammation. 

After ether and affa fcetida had been tried in vain in the 
hyfterics, Dr. Home ordered a drachm of the powder of arte~ 
mifia to be taken four times a day, and in a few days the fits 
difappeared. 

The root of «peoniz, recommended by Galen as an anti- 
epileptic, was productive of no good effeds. 

The vifcus quercinus, or mifletoe, was alfo adminiftered 
without fuccefs. | 

The extraum hyocyami, notwithftanding Storck’s trials, 
appeared to Dr. Home to be neither antifpafmodic nor anti 
‘ hemorrhagic. 

Dr. Home likewife queftions the antifpafmodic power of fo« 
lia aurantiorum, recommended in the epilepfy by Du Haen 
and Hannes. 

In the experiments which our author made with cardamine 
pratenfis Lin. it did not fucceed; and from its genus he is 
not inclined to think that it ever can prove very beneficial. 

According to Dr. Home’s experiments, opium feems to be a 
powerful medicine in the hyfterics. 


¢ In the epilepfy and convulfio (fays he), it feems to have 
done no good. It gave much relief in the afthma. In inflam- 
matory cafes, I would not choofe to exhibit this medicine till 
that itate was corrected by fofficient venefeion. I found this 
rule neceflary to be obferved, particularly in the afthma. But 
opium has often failed me in fuch cafes as were of the anti-in- 


flammatory fort.’ 


_ In four cafes in which our author tried the cuprum ammo- 
niacale, it did not fucceed; but in one of them the fits were 
fufpended by it for feveral days. 

The flores zinci, Dr. Home obferves, appear to be a good 
anti-epileptic, but not fo powerful an antibyfteric. 

Mercury has lately been confidered as an antifpafmodic. In 
Tr 2 favour 
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favour of this opinion, Dr. Home produces two remarkable in- 
ftances, of its curing a trifmus clonicus, and fpafmus gulz, 
the latter of which feemed to yield to ‘no other antifpafmodic. 
But he obferves, that it failed in a tremor palpitans, two 
afthmas, acafe of the hyfteric difeafe, and one of the hemi- 
tetanos. 

Se&t. XII. contains experiments upon fome antiparalytic re. 
medies. He obferves, that blood-letting, though recom- 
mended by practical authors, is feldom, in the cafes he has 
feen, admiffible. -But in certain circumftances, which rarely 
occur, it makes the principal part of the cure. 

In regard to the arnica montana Lin. much ufed in paraly- 
tic cafes at prefent, in Vienna, our author obferves, that he 
cannot, from the experiments he has made, judge very fa- 
vourably of the fuccefs of this medicine. He can only fay, 
that from the ftimulus in the prime vie, and on the affected 
mufcles, it feems to give hopes that it will be of fome fervice ; 
but which his trials have not yet afcertained. 

On a patient thirty years of age, who had been affeéted 
for three years with a pally of the lower extremities, Dr. 
Home tried the pra@tice of the ancients, of beating the para- 
lytic part with nettles. ‘They were applied to the whole leg, 
and above the knee, and they produed a burning heat, and 
fevere pain. ‘Two days after, they were applied a fecond 
time, for five minutes. But this remedy was attended with 
no advantage. Dr. Home, however, obferves, that the nettles 
feem well adapted to produce a topical fever. 

Trials with the hot bath, in paralytic cafes, proved alfo un- 
fuccefsful. 

Se@. XIII. recites experiments upon the effe&s of oleum te- 
rebinthinz in the fciatica. This complaint has generally 
been found fo obftinate; that a fuccefsful method of treating 
it is an object worthy of great atiention. Dr. Home informs us, 
that having, many years ago, met in one of Dr. Cheyne’s phi- 
lofophico- medical works, with a receipt, compofed of ol. tereb. 
and honey, as a cure for this difeafe, he tried it, and found 
it to fucceed. “He has fince ufed it for many years, as an 
effizacious and valuable medicine. The following are two of 
the cafes related on this fubjeé. 

‘ Exper. I. June 8. 1769. Agnes M‘Kay, 39, was feized 
three weeks ago, with a violent pain in the articulation of the 
os femoris, which neither ftretches upwards nor downwards. 
R Ol. tereb, drach. it. mell. opt. unc. i. M. f. linét. cap. 
coch. parv. mane et vefp. fuperbibendo hauft. potus communis 
tepidi. oth, Sweats after the medicine. Pain eafier, and it 
feems to ftretch down the thigh, 11th, ‘Ebe pain has left the 

8 articula- 
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articulation of the femur altogether: but has fixed in the pofte- 
rior parts of the thigh. 13. Though the pain was much eafier, 
yet a blifter was applied. It went off. 

‘ Exeer. II]. May 19. 1770. George Temple, 62, has, 
for three years, complained of pain, which ftretches down from 
the articulation of the os femoris along the outfide of the thigh 
to the feet: and has much increafed during thefe three months. 
it affects fometimes one leg, and fometimes both, and is worft 
when he is in bed. He has had a fimilar pain in both arms, for 
three months, from the fhoulder downwards; but moftly in the 
right fhoalder. Thirft, and tongue foul and white. Feels, at 
times, a pain acrofs his back and loins. P. 72. R Ol. tereb. 
&c. 23d, Walks better. Pains of his thighs eafier, but thofe 
of his arms the fame. Feels a peculiar fenfation of heat after 
every dofe of his linétus, along the right thigh and leg, which 
he never felt before. 28th, Sweated mach laft night. Pain of 
thigh much eafier, 3oth, Pain of the thigh gone; that of his 
fhoulder no better. A blifter was applied to the latter, and it 
was removed. So that the ol. tereb, cured the pain of the thigh, 
but not that of the fhoulder.’ 


Befides the experiments made with this medicine in the 
Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, Dr, Home informs us, that he 
has cured a great number of patients, in private practice, dur 
ing the many years he has ufed it. The fenfible operation of 
this remedy, we are told, is various. It often produces a heat 
in the ftomach, and diminifhes the appetite. It heats the 
part, and excites in it a peculiar fenfation of pain. . 

Se&. XIV. contains experiments upon the effe&s of a lini- 
ment in the lumbago. This difeafe has formerly been de- 
{cribed by Dr. Home, in the Medical Fa&ts, as he had once 
an opportunity of feeing it epidemic among the Britifh troops 
in Ghent. An external application is there mentioned, which 
fucceeded in that conftitution; and feveral phyficians have 
fince ufed that remedy with advantage. The following is the 
prefcription: Kk Camph. fcrup. i. diffolut. in ol. tereb. drach, 
ii. S.C. C. gr. xv. P. fem. cymin. drach. ii. dein add. ung. 
nervin. unc. {s. fapon. nigr. com, unc. i, M. f. linim. extende 
fuper alutam et aplic. lumbis. 

Se&t. XV. treats of the ifchurig renalis, the ifchuria veficalis, 
and the ifchuria urethralis, 

Se&. XVI. is employed on the diabetes, of which Dr. Home 
gives a full and diftin& hiftory, accompanied with ingenious ~ 
reflections on the nature of the difeafe. He obferves, that in 
two cafes which he relates, the patients exhaufted all that ex- 
perience had ever recommended, and almoft all that theory 


could fuggeft, but without a cure being performed, 
T 3 Sect, 
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Se&. XVII. contains experiments upon fome remedies ufed 
fin the dropfy. Our author obferves, that 

¢ Vincenti Manghini, in the Comment. Bonon. tom. 4. firft 

propofed cremor tartari, as a cure for the afcites and anafarca, 
and fupported his propofal with 16 cafes, in’ moft of which it 
had been ferviceable. He gave from drach. iv, to drach. vi. a 
day. Often 20, fometimes 40 days elapfed, before it had any 
vifible effet in increafing either ftool or urine ; but, afterwards, 
the belly became loofe, and the urine thick, bilious, and fabu- 
lous. Many of the patients had {wellings in the liver and fpleen, 
which were likewife cured. From thefe cafes, crem. tart. ap- 
peared a powerful diuretic; and the patients were reduced to 
great leannels; bat they foon recovered, after the medicine was 
flopped. The) patients, indeed, were all young; and the dif- 
eale was generally but of fome months ftanding. Some other 
Ttalian phyficians, after this, had mentioned its general fuccefs, 
bet without fixing it on the foundation of experiment, as Man- 
ghini had done, and as the fubje&t merited. ‘The facts appeared 
to me authentic, flrong, and meriting Our utmoft attention. Re- 
lying on thefe, it was firft exhibited here in the year 1769, when 
T gave a courfe of fummer clinical leCtures ; and it was at that 
time fuccefsful in the cure of fome hydropic difeafes. During 
that fummer, therefore, and the following, its value was fur- 
ther afcertained. It has, fince that time, been much made ufe 
of here, and over Scotland; but is, as yet, little ufed, as l am 
told, in the fouthern part of the ifland, though each winter the 
ftudents of medicine have an opportunity of learning and feeing 
its good effeéts. So flow is the_progrefs of approved medicines, 
Manhgini has the whole merit of the difcovery, and of intro- 
ducing a new and valuable medicine.’ 

Dr. Home relates twenty experiments made with cream of 
tartar, fuccefsful and unfuccefsful ; from which there appears 
reafon for recommending this medicine to more general ufe. 

We next meet with experiments made upon fquills, which 
have been long ufed in the cure of the dropfy. Dr. Home 
informs us, that in, exhibiting them in the common method, 
he feldom proved fuccefsful; but an accidental difcovery fug- 
gefting to him a different method of ufing them, he has fince 
praGifed it with confiderable advantage. -The method he 
mentions is that of giving fquills in fuch a maneér as to excite 
vomiting. After ftating a variety of fa&s on this fubje&, Dr. 
Home obfesves that of ten hydropic patients, feven were cured, 
jn each of whom the {quills produced vomiting ; and three 
were not cured, none of whom had any vomiting. From the 
cafes he relates, it muft be acknowledged, that the fa&s are 
{trong in favour of the emetic method of ufing the {quills, 
above the other evacuative methods which hitherto have alone 


been ufed, 
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In the anafarca, where the fluid is colle&ed in the cellular 
membrane. Dr. Home prefcribes iffues with great fuccefs. 

Se&. XVIII. contains experiments upon fome remedies ufed 
in the amenorrhoea. Dr. Home informs us, that on trying 
the tin@ur. helleb. nig. fo much recommended by Dr. Mead, 
he found it fucceed only once in nine or ten cafes, though he 
gave it to the quantity of four tea-fpoonfuls a day, when Dr. 
Mead thought that two were fufficient. 

Compreffion of the crural artery, propofed by Dr. Hamilton, 
fucceeded only in one cafe out of fix in which it was tried. 

Bleeding was found often to fucceed in curing the amenor- 
rhoea. 

Dr. Home gave fabine, or favin, generally in the quantity of 
only half a drachm, and has found it ufeful and fafe. 

Our author has given the rubia tin@orum, or madder, in 
obftruéted menfes, and has difcovered it, by repeated trials, to 
be the ftrongeft and fafeft emmenagogue with which we are 
acquainted. His experiments on this fubje& are highly 
worthy of perufal. | 

Seé&t. XIX. recites experiments upon fome remedies ufed in 
the herpes, or lepra Grecorum. From the trials which Dr. 
Home made with the tinétur. cantharid. he concludes that 
this medicine alleviates the difeafe confiderably ; but in none 
of the cafes did it perform a complete cure, though continued 
for many weeks. 

The cortex interior ulmz had very little effe&. 

Vipers appeared to afford fome benefit in this difeafe. 

Our author has often tried farfaparilla along with other me- 
dines, which failed; hence he concludes that its powers are not 
much to be depended on. 

Mercurius dulcis, and fulphur. aurat, antimonii, is a com- 
pofition which was firft propofed in the Edinburgh Medical 
Effays by the late Dr. Plummer. This combination Dr. 
Home confiders as a very powerful remedy, having, by means 
of it, cured feven out of nine patients. Iffues, he thicks, are 
well joined with it, as they give the fpeedieft difcharge to all 
cuticular acrimony. 

Dr. Home found the vitriolic acid not to be very powerful. 
When it does cure, he fufpeéts it is as a laxative, which it al- 
ways proves in great, or often repeated doles. 

Se&. XX. contains experiments upon the vermifuge effes 
of the fpigelia Marylandica. From the experiments on this 
fubject our author draws the following conclufions : 


¢ 1. That this vermifuge is an effeétual and valuable medi- 


cine, and that, in eight cafes, in which it was given, it always 


carried of the fymptoms occafioned by worms, 
T 4 ¢ 2. That 











280 Dr. Home’s Clinical Experiments, &c. 

¢ 2, That wortns came away in three of the cafes, but none 
jn the other five, though the fymptoms equally retreated in the 
latter. Thefe animals muft often be diffolved by putrefa@ion in 
phe large inteftines, along with the faces. 


‘ 3. That it takes fometimes fix, fometimes eighteen days, to 
peainve thefe fymptoms. 

. That, in all cafes, two excepted, its exhibition was at- 
a with a loofe belly, and gripes. But that, in none, not 
even when the belly was bound, did it produce vertigo, dim- 
nefs of fight, or convutions, as we have been told; 3 nor excite 
any of the effedls of narcotic poifons, though given in confider- 
able dofes, Perhaps thefe effe&'s may attend it when exhibited 
yecent, and that they may be corrected by keeping. 

‘ s. That children of eight years of age may take ten prains, 
twice a day ; and adults may go the length of drach. fs. four 
times a day, with fafety. 

¢ 6. That it is fafe and ufeful in the worm fever, as that 
was the ftate of fome of the above patients. 

‘.7, That the {welling of the noftrils and upper lip, is a more 
confant warm fymptom than any of the reft.’ 


Se&. XXII. recites experiments upon the deobftruent effects 

of mezereon. By means of this root Dr. Home has reduced 
fchirrous fwellings, after a courfe of mercury had failed. He 
tried it in one cafe of fcrophulous fwellings, but without 
fuccefs. 
, Seét. XXII. contains experiments upon the -effedts of the ver- 
bafcum in the diarrliea. Dr. Home found that a decodion 
of this plant is pfeful in diminifhing or ftopping diarrheeas of 
an old ftanding, and often in abating the pains of the in- 
teftines. 

Se&. XXIII, comprifes experiments upon the antihemot- 
shagic effeéts of dry cupping. Our author obferves, that 
cupping-glaffes, applied to the breafts, feem to have a fud- 
den and powerful effect in topping haemorrhages from the 
pterus, 

The laft feftion of the volume contains experiments upon 
the lithontriptic qualities of cauftic, and of mephitic air ; 
of both which Dr. Home appears to entertain no great Opi- 
nion.. The former, however, he allows, feems to enjoy fome 
jithontriptic power; and concerning the latter he obferves, 
that before we draw any conclufion, we ought to await the 
flue of farther trials. 

- The namerous experiments recited in this volume, appear 
to have been conducted with great attention, and either efta- 
bith or render doubtful the virtues of feveral remedies, upon 
trials more fatisfatory than thofe which had been formerly 
piade, {f Dr. Home has, in particular ipftances, contracted 
| the 
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the bourids of the materia medica, he has in others confiderably 
enlarged them by new obfervationss and we cannot but confi- 
der the work as a valuable addition to prattical knowledge in a 
variety of difeafes. | 


jt 





Philofopbical TranfaGtions, of the Royal Society of London, Vol. LXX. 
For the Year 1780. Partd. 400. 75. 6d, fewed, L. Davis. 
[ Concluded from p. 210.} 


E concladed our laft review of this work with the fourth 

Article, containing an accurate Account of the Erup- 
_ tion of Mount Vefuvius, by Sir William Hamilton. We now 
proceed to the next Article, which is, an Appendix toa Paper 
in the Philofophical Trdnfadtions for the Year 1778, concern- 
ing a Method of extending Cardan’s Rule for the Refolution of 
Cubic Equations in Algebra, by Francis Maferes, Efq. F. R. S, 
Curfitor Baron of the Exchequer. 

Art. VI. An Account of a Method of the fafe Removal of 
Ships that have been driven on Shore, and damaged in their 
Bottoms, to Places (however diftant) for repairing them. By 
Mr. William Barnard, Shipbuilder at Deptford.—An improve- 
ment of this nature being of fo much confequence to the 
public, we fhall infert the detail given by this ingenious fhip- 
builder, of one of the inftances in which the method he pro- 
pofes was ufed. 


¢ On January the 1ft, 1779, in a moft dreadful ftorm, the 
York Eaft Indiaman, of eight hundred tons, homeward bound, 
with a pepper cargo, parted her cables in Margate Roads, and 
was driven on fhore, within one hundred feet of the head, and 
thirty feet to the fide, of Margate Pier, then drawing twenty- 
two feet fix inches watet, ‘the flow of a good {pring tide being 

only fourteen feet at that place. 
¢ On the 3d of the fame month I went down, as a fhip-build- 
er, to affift as much as lay in my power my worthy friend Sir 
Richard Hotham, to whom the fhip belonged. I found her per- 
fetly upright, and her fhere (or fide appearance) the fame as 
when firft built, but funk to the twelve feet water-mark fore 
and aft in a bed of chalk mixed with a fliff blue clay, exaély 
the fhape of her body below tHat draft of water; and from the 
rudder being torn from her as fhe ftrack coming on fhore, and 
the violent agitation of the fea after her being there, her ftern 
was fo greatly injured as toadmit free accefs thereto, which filled 
her for four days equal to the flow of the tide. Having fully 
informed myfelf of her fituation and the flow of {pring tides, 
and being clearly of opinion the might be again got off, I recom- 
mended, as the firft neceffary ftep, the immediate difcharge of 
the cargo; and, in the progrefs of that bufinefs, I found re 
tide 
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tide always flowed to the fame height on the fhip; and when 
the cargo was half difcharged, and I knew the remaining part 
fhould not make her draw more than eighteen feet water, and 
while I was obferving the water at twenty-two feet fix inches 
by the thip’s marks, fhe inftantly lifted to feventeen feet eight 
inches, the water and air being before excluded by her preflure 
on the clay, and the atmofphere acting upon her upper part 
equal to fix hundred tons, which is the weight of water difplaced 
at the difference of thofe two draughts of water. 

¢ The moment the fhip lifted, I difcovered fhe had received 
more damage than was at firft apprehended, her leaks being fuch 
as filléd her from four to eighteen feet water in one hour and a 
half. As nothing effectual was to be expected from pumping, 
feveral {cuttles or holes in the fhip’s fide were made, and valves 
fixed thereto, to draw off the water to the loweft ebb of the 
tide, to facilitate the difcharge of the remaining part of the 
cargo; and, after many attempts, I fucceeded in an external 
application of fheep fkins fewed on a fail, and thruft under the 
bottom, to ftop the body of water from rufhing fo furioufly into 
the fhip. This bufinefs effected, moderate pumping enabled us 
to keep the thip to about fix feet water at low water, and by a 
vigorous effort we could bring the fhip fo light as (when the 
cargo fhould be all difcharged) to be eafily removed into deeper 
water, But as the external application might be difturbed by 
fo doing, or totally removed by the agitation of the fhip, ‘it was 
abfolutely neceflary to provide fome permanent fecurity for the 
lives of thofe who were to navigate her to the river Thames. I 
then recommended, as the cheapeft, quickeft, and moft effec- 
tual plan, to lay a deck in the hold, as low as the water could 
be pumped to, framed fo folidly and fecurely, and caulked fo 
tight as to {wim the fhip independant of her own leaky bottom. 

‘ Beams of fir timber, twelve inches {quare, were placed in 
the hold under every lower deck beam in the fhip, as low as the 
water would permit; thefe were in two pieces, for the ¢onve- 
nience of getting them down, and alfo for the better fixing them 
of an exact length, and well bolted together when in their places, 
Over thefe were laid long Dantzic deals of two inches and an 
half thick, well nailed and caulked. Againft the fhip’s fide, all 
fore and aft, was well nailed a piece of fir, twelve inches broad 
and fix inches thick on the lower, and three inches on the up- 
per edge, to prevent the deck from rifing at the fide. Over the 
deck, at every beam, was laid a crofs piece of fir timber, fix 
inches deep and twelve inches broad, reaching from the pillar of 
the hold to the fhip’s fide, on which the fhores were to be placed 
to refift the preffure of the water beneath. On each of thefe, 
and againft the lower deck beam, at equal diftance from the 
fide and middle of the fhip, was placed an upright fhore, fix 
inches by twelve inches, the lower end let two inches into the 
crofs piece. From the foot of this fhore to the fhip’s fide, un- 
der the end of every lower deck beam, was placed a diagonal 

fhore, 
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fhore, fix inches by twelve, to eale thethip’s deck of part of the 
train by throwing it on the fide, An upright fhore, of three 
inches by twelve, was placed from the end of every crofs piece 
to the lower deck beams at the fide; and one of three inches by 
twelve on the midfhip end of every crofs piece to the lower deck 
beam, and nailed to the pillars'in the hold. Two firm tight 
bujkheads, or partitions, were made as near the extremes of the 
fhip as poffible. The cieling or infide plank of the thip was very 
fecurely caulked up to the lower deck, and the whole formed a 
complete fhip, with a flat bottom within fide to {wim the outfide 
leaky one; and that bottom being depreffed fix feet below the 
external water, refitted the fhip’s weight above it, equal to five 
hundred and eighty-one tons, and faiely conveyed her to the dry 
dock at Deptford,’ 


Art. VII. Experimenta quedam novum acidum Animale fpec- 
tantia. Autore F.L.F. Crellio, M.D. & Profeff,. Chemiz, Helm- 
itadienfi.— Near forty years ago Segner difcovered the poffibility 
of extra€ting an animal acid from fat. The profecution of this 
fubje& has been almoft entirely neglected fince that time, till 
lately that it has been undertaken by the inquifitive Dr. Crel- 
lius. Fifty-five experiments are related, tending to elucidate 
the peculiar nature and properties of this chemical principle, 
which the author defigns to inveftigate with yet greater mi- 
nutenefs. 

Art. VIII, Account:of a Woman who had the Small-pox 
during her Pregnancy, and who feemed to have communicated 
the Difeafe to the Fatus. By John Hunter, Efq. F.R.S.— 
The cafe which forms the fabject of this article, is accompa- 
nied with reflections by the ingenious Mr. Hunter, who relates 
a variety of fa&ts, and examines the principal authorities, con- 
cerning the difputed do@rine of infants in the womb being 
fometimes infected with the fmall-pox. In the courfe of thofe 
obfervations, as is ufual with this accurate enquirer, we alfo 
meet with feveral phyfiological remarks, for which we refer 
our readers to the article. 

Art. IX. contains a fhort Extra&, in German, from a Jour- 
nal kept by C. P, Thunberg, M. D. during his Voyage to, 
and Refidence in the Empire of Japan, in a Letter addreffed to 
the Prefident. This letter is tranflated in an Appendix, and 
gives an account of the perfons, drefs, and, many of the cuf- 
toms, of the Japanefe. 

Art. X. Account of an extraordinary Appearance in a Mitt. 
By Mr. William Cockin,— This meteor was obferved near 
Lancafter, the 13th of January, 1768. After defcribing it, 
Mr. Cockin remarks, that only two inftances of a like kind 
are mentioned in Dr, Priettley’s Hiftory of Light and Colours, 
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The former is given by Mr. Bouguer, as feen upon the Andes; 
and thé latter by Dr. Macfait, as obferved in Scotland. A 
third, which was feen at Pambamarca, occurs in Ulloa’s Voyage 
to South America. 

Art, XI. is a Memoir, in Italian, written by the Abbé Fon- 
tana, on the American Poifon called Ticunas; which, as well 
as the German article above mentioned, is tranflated in an Ap- 
pendix.—The poifon examined by the Abbé Fontana, and 
which he procured from Dr. Heberden, has been formerly 
mentioned in the forty-feventh volume of the Philofophical 
TranfaGions. It was fealed up in an earthen vefiel inclofed in 
a tin cafe, within which was a paper containing the following 
words: * Indian Poifon, brought from the Banks of the River 
of the Amazons, by Don Pedro Maldonado.’ In the volume 
of the Tranfa&ions above quoted, mention is made of two 
poifons, one called the poifon of Lamas, and the other of Ti- 
cunas; but Mr. Fontana obferved fo little difference in their 
activity, that he thinks it unneceflary to diftinguith them. 

Much having been faid concerning the adivity of thofe 
Américan poifons, Mr. Fontana began his experiments with 
all poffible precaution. As foon as the veffel which contained 
the poifon was opened, he made a young pigeon breathe the 
air of it, by holding its head within the veffel for a few 
minutes. On taking it out, he found that it was not the 
Jeaft affefted. He loofened with a pen-knife many pieces of 
the poifon, in order to have a little duft in the veffel, and 
then again immerfed the head of the pigeon; but he found 
that in this fecond experiment alfo the animal fuffered no- 
thing. 

From this time Mr. Fontana made no more difficulty of ex- 
pofing himfelf to the vapour, and of fmelling the effluvia, 
which feemed difagreeable and naufeous. Many of the par- 
ticles entered his mouth with the air, and he found that they 
had a tafte refembling liquorice. The fmell, therefore, of 
this poifon, when dry, Mr. Fontana concludes to be perfedtly 
innocent; as are alfo the particles which enter with the air 
into the mouth and nofe, and thence go to the lungs, 

The cafe in which it feems this poifon has been moft dread- 
ed, is when it is reduced to vapour or*fmoke, by burning on 
the coals; or when, after boiling a confiderable time, it rifes 
in denfe fumes. Mr. Fontana was defirous of trying it in both 
thofe ways, and therefore threw many pieces of the dry poifon 
upon burning coals, making the pigeon breathe the fumes, 
but it never thewed any figns of pain. He afterwards tried the 
efficacy of the fumes in various ways, but ftill the animal fuf- 


fered nothing. He then made no fcruple of freely fmelling the 
poifon, 
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poifon, and expofing himfelf to its fames, which, however, 
were extremely difagreeable. 

From all thofe experiments Mr. Fontana concluded, that the 
vapours or fumes of the American poifon, when fmelled or 
breathed, are perfeé&tly innocent. He remarks, that Mr. De 
La Condamine was therefore much deceived, when he related 
that this poifon is prepared by women condemned to die; 
and that it is known to be come to its perfection, when the va- 
pours, which it emits in boiling, kill the perfon who is ob- 
liged tobe prefent. r. | | 

Mr. Fontana obferves, that this poifon diffolves eafily in 
water, even when cold, as it alfo does in the minera! and ve- 
getable acids. But it diffolves in oil -of vitriol much more 
flowly than in the other acids; becoming likewife as black as 
ink by the operation. It does not effervefce either with acids 
or alkalies; neither does it alter milk, nor tinge it, except 
with its natural colour ; nor does it tinge the vegetable juices, 
either red or green, When examined with the microfcope, 
there is no appearance of regularity or of cryftallization; but 
it is for the mo{t part made up of very fmall, irregular, roundifh 
bodies, like vegetable juices. It drics without making any 
noife, in which it differs from the poifon of the viper; and it 
has an extremely bitter tafte when put upon the tongue. From 
all thefe circumftances, Mr. Fontana. concludes, that it is nei« 
ther an acid nor an alkali, nor compofed of falts that are yi- 
fible even with the microfcope. 

Mr. De La Condamine, and all others who have treated of 
this poifon, believe it to be quite innocent when received by 
the mouth; and this is the common opinion of the Americans. 
The reafon they give for it is, that they can eat with impunity 
the animals killed with this poifon, or rather with the poifoned 
arrows. ‘This reafon, however, is more fpecious than con- 
vincing ; fince it may aét as a poifon when conveyed into the 
blood, even in the fmalleft quantity, and yet not prove fuch 
when received by the mouth, except the dofe be very confi- 
derably increafed. 

In order to afcertain the effeéts of this poifon, Mr. Fontana 
made a variety of experiments; among which were the fol- 
lowing : 

‘ I made a young rabbit {wallow two grains of the poifon, 
diffolved in water, and then forced it to drink a tea-fpoonful of 
water, to wath all the poifgn,out of its mouth into its ftomach. 
This animal fhewed no figns of fuffering cither then or after- 
wards. | 

¢ In like manner I made another young rabbit drink three 
grains of the poifon, and it {uffered nothing, any more re the 
; ormer 
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former had done. .I made.another young rabbit drink four 
grains of the poifon, and it likewife fuffered nothing. I repeated 
the fanie experiments on three other young rabbits, to the laft of 
which I»gave fix grains of the poifon, but flill without any 
effedt.oe «) 
¢ [then concluded that thefe.experiments were fufficient to 
affure me, that the American poifon is innocent when taken by 
the mouth, as the poifon of the viper is; but I was deceived. fF 
had the curiofity to try it on a young pigeon, to which I gave 
fix grains to drink, and it died in lefs than twenty minutes, [ 
repeated the fame experiment on two other pigeons, ‘and they 
both died within the half hour. 
..* Thefe lat experiments being contradiCtory to:the former; 
obliged me to try feveral over again on the rabbits and on Gui- 
nea-pigs. I gave, therefore, to a {mall Guinea-pig five grains 
of the poifon to drink, and I,found it-dead after twenty-five mis 
nutes. I then made a young rabbit drink eight grains of the 
oifon : at the end of the half hour it did not feem affe&ed ; but 
in half an hour more it tottered ; four minutes after it fel] down 
as if it were dead, and in four minutes more it was dead. I made 
two other young rabbits, and two other {mall Guinea-pigs, drink 
nine grains of the poifon: the two pigs died in twenty minutes, 
and one of the rabbits died-in lefs than forty-five minutes. Thefe 
experiments induced me to believe, that a greater dofe of the 
poifon .may prove ftill more certain death; and that the fame 
quantity of poifon produced: different effects.in the fame ani- 
anals, according to the flate their ftomachs happened to be in at 
the time. I had generally obferved, in making the experiments, 
that after {wallowing the poifon, thofe animals which had their 
ftomachs pretty full of meat either did not fuffer any thing, or 
elfe died with much difficulty. I was defirous of making this 
clearer, by experiments on three rabbits and two pigeons, which 
I therefore firft kept for a long time without meat. Three grains 
of poifon only killed each of them in lefs than thirty-five mi- 
nutes. I repeated the experiment on five other animals with 
full ftomachs, and only one of them died. 
‘From hence I deduce this certain fact, that the American poi- 
fon, when taken in by the mouth, is a poifon; but that it re- 
quires a pretty large quantity of it to kill even a {mall animal. 
The faéts above related concerning the American poifon, which 
is noxious when taken in large dofes, make me think, that the 
poifon of the viper, although it is innocent when taken by 
the mouth in a {mail quantity, may be mortal when taken in 
a greater quantity, That torpor which it excites on the tongue, 
and which continues fo long, is enough to convince us, that it 
js not quite inactive, and that it may really be fatal when taken 
in a large quantity. I intend to try this experiment on fome . 
future occafion, when I propofe to give the collected poifon of 
“eighteen or twenty vipers to a fmall animal when its ftomach is 
empty, and I dare venture to prophecy, that it will die Pid 
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fince a very {mall dofe can take away motion and fenfation from 
the tongue, or, in other words, deprive that organ of its prin<. 
ciples of life, a greater quantity ought to deftroy thofe of the 
organs more effential to life itfelf. If we confider that poifon 
taken in by the mouth muft extend itfelf over a very large fur- 
face, which is always moift, and mix itfelf with the food in the 
ftomach, and that the abforbing veffels are extremely fmall, it 
will no longer feem ftrange, that it is not noxious when taken in 
a {mall quantity, which we have juft feen to be the cafe with 
the American poifon. 

‘ I began my experiments on the activity of this poifon by 
wounding different parts of animals with a lancet wetted in 
the pcifon diffolved in water. I wounded a {mall Guinea-pig 
with it in the thigh three times at different intervals. .The lan- 
cet was full of poifon, yet the animal fuffered novharm. I made 
the fame trial on three other little pigs and a rabbit, but none of 
them either died or fuffered any injury. In all thefe cafes the 
blood flowed evidently from the wounds: from which I fufpe@ted 
that the poifon could not diffufe itfelf, but that it was driven back, 
as I had obferved in the cafe of the poifon of the viper, which, 
for this reafon, is frequently harmlefs. 

‘ My fufpicion was foon confirmed by the following experi. 
ments. I fozked a fingle thread inthe poifon, and paffed it 
through the fkin of a Guinea-pig near one of the nipples, but 
yet nuo-diforder followed. 1 then foaked another thread thrice 
doubled, and let it firft dry a little, for fear the poifon fhould re- 
main behind on the ikin, in drawing the thread throagh it. I 
paffed it through the fkin of the thighs of a fmall rabbit near the 
belly : in fix minutes the rabbit began to thake and thew figns of 
weaknefs. In another minuteit fell down motionlefs, appeared 
convulfed at intervals, and was quite dead in fix minutes more. 

« IT repeated this fame experiment, of the foaked double thread, 
on two other rabbits, and on three Guinea-pigs;: all of which 
fel] down, and were coavulfed in fix or feven minutes, and died 
within the half hour.’ 

In general Mr. Fontana obferved, that a certain time is ne- 
ecflaty for ‘the American poifon to communicate itfelf to ani 
mais; that this time is much greater than that which the poi- 
fon of the viper requires to communicate itfelf; and that the 
effects of the American poifon are more vague and more vari- 
ous; and laftly, that animals may be cured of the effe&ts of 
both thefe poifons, by cutting away the part in time, when 
this can be done without endangering the life of the animal by 
the operation. 

‘To the account delivered by the Abbe Fontana of the Ame- 
rican poifon, he has fubjoined fome experiments with the wa- 


ter of the lauro-cerafus, from which the noxious quality of this 
plant is fully afcertained. 
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Art. XII. A Conje&ture concerning the Method by whict 
Cardan’s Rules for refolving Cubic Equations, were probably 
difcovered by the firft Inventor of them. By Baron Maferes. 

Art, XIII. A new Method of treating the Fiftula Lachryma- 
lis. By Mr. Wiliam Bhizard, Surgeon, F. A. §.—One of the 
means which have been recommended in the firft and mot 
fimple ftage of the fiftula lachrymalis, is the impelling a fluid, 
‘+y a fyringe, through one of the puna, as dire&ted by Mr, 
Ariel. On reflecting upon this method, Mr. Blizard was in- 
duced to think, that if a fluid, of a.greater degree of {pecific 
gravity, as. quickfilver, could be pafied through one of the 
punéta, fo as to fill the fac and dua, and prels upan the ob- 
ftruéted part, it might be reafonably expe&ted to remove the 
ebftrudtion in the firft and fimple ftage of the difeafe; at leaft 
to have a much better chance of producing this effet than a 
watery fluid, urged through the punttum in an unfavourable 
direction. Accordingly, on the firft opportunity that occurred 
to him, Mr. Blizard tried this method with fuccefs. The 
operation is fimple, eafily executed, produdtive of but little 
pain, and attended with no kind of dagger: but the author 
confiders it as advantageous only in the above mentianed ftage 
of the complaint. 

Art. XIV, A Continuation of a Meteorological Diary, kept 
at Fort St. George, on the Coaft of Coromandel. By Mr, 
Wiliam Roxburgh, Affifant Surgeon to the Hofpital at that 
Fort. 

Art. XV. A Journal of the Weather at Montreal. By Mr. 
Barr, Purveyor to his Majefty’s Hofpitals in Canada. 

Art. XVI. Meteorological Journal kept at the Houfe of the 

Royal Society, by Order of the Prefident and Council. — 





Some Obferwations relative to the. Influence of Climate cn Vegetable 
and Animal Bodies. By Alexander Wilfon, M. D. 8vo. 53. 
in beards, Cadell. [Concluded, from p. 196. ] 


N the fecond Part of this treatife, Dr. Wilfon examines into 
the changes.induced on the human body by food and cli- 
mate ; pointing out at the fame time fome of. their varieties, 
and the caufes to which they are owing. He begins with dif- 
tinguifhing food into the vegetable and animal kinds, both 
which he afterwards fubdivides into diftin® claffes. 
He confiders vegetables under two heads. In the former he 
includes all vegetables that are capable of the vinous and ace- 
tous fermentations, or of the acetous only. In the latter he 


comprehends fuch as emit an alcaline vapour at firft, and then 
run 
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ruin more or lefs into an acid ftate, before putrefaction takes 
place, or into putrefaQion, without any previous difcoverable 
degree of acefcency. | 

After this general arrangement of the fubje&, Dr. Wilfon 
proceeds to recite experiments relative to the divifion of vege- 
table aliments.. From thefe he has been led to fufpect, that 
many of the. plants generally ftyled alcalefcent and aromatic, 
yield an acid, after the difcharge of their moft volatile part by 
cotion, or long ftanding ; and that perhaps very few, if any, 
are totally void of fome degree of acefcency. But he thinks 
that in moft of them the acefcent qualities are fo trifling, and” 
the alcalefcent fo very ftrong, that the former can have little or 
no effe& in animal bodies, when thofe plants are ufed 4s food. 

The author having premifed a general account of the dif- 
ferent fermentations of vegetable fubftances, confiders next the 
changes which the latter undergo; when taken into the body 
as food. He obferves, that 


-* From the rapidity of the firft fermentation, in 4 temperature 
equal to that of animal heat, we may reafonably conclude that 
its progrefs in the ftomach is little attended to, particularly when 
blended with many other fubftances, which is generally the 
cafe; yet after eating confiderable quantities of rich fummet : 
fruits (unmixed with animal matter), which produce the vinous 
fpirit in the greateft abundance, the moit evident proofs both by 
the fmell and tafte of the eruétations in the courfe of their di- 
geflion, difcover that the vinous fermentation is actually per- 
formed in the ftomach. Aliments of the farinacious and green. 
vegetable kind, do not yield a vinous tafte when vomited up, 
but one fomething different, which is rather fimilar to wort or 
new beer; this is the real tafte of thefe fubftances when fermented 
out of the body, and is evidently difcovered after eating plenti« 
folly of bread and pot-herbs, without any mixture of animal 
matter; their retention in the ftomach after brought to this ftate 
is attended with acid, into which it is changed by the heat with: 
greater or lefs rapidity, in proportion to the weaknefs or ftrength 
of the habit. 

‘ The real and frequent exiftence of this acid in the ftomach is 
indubitable $ and this faét, tooether with what we have obferved 
above, relative to the eruCtations in the courfe of digeftion, are 
ftrong proofs that the firft fermentation hath a€tually paffed in 
the ftomach, previous to the formation of this acid, as no art 
hitherto known can alter the fucceffion of the vegetable ferment- 
ations, or renew them a fecond time in the fame body, when they 
~ have once been completed. ” 

. © The ftomach and inteftines do not appear the place intended 
by nature for perfecting this fecond ftage or change to acid, as 
the production of it there is yery generally attended with un- 
eafinefs ; it is therefore from this confideration prefumable that 
, Vou. L, Of, 1780, U the 
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the chyle hath not undergone the acid fermentation, when abs 
forbed by the lafteal-veffels ; and as animal fubftances are ca- 
pable of the-putrid or laft fermentation only, the middle change 
or tranfition to acid we fuppofe is performed after the abforption 
of the chyle, and before its affimilation into animal matter.’ 
Our author’s theory, in the conclufion of the paflage above 
quoted, appears to be a little problematical. The cavity of the 
{tomach and bowels would feem to be a far more convenient 
feat for the procefs of the acid fermentation, than any of the 
fubfequent veffels into which the chyle is abforbed. In anfwer 
to his objection againft this do&rine, it may be obferved, that 
an acid proves offenfive only in a morbid irritability of the 
bowels, and that it often exilts in a confiderable degree without 
any concomitant uneafinefS. In feveral fucceeding chapters, 
however, Dr. Wilfon endeavours to fupport his theory by in- 
genious obfervations, for which we refer our readers to the 
work. 
_ After treating of vegetable and animal food, and their re- 
fpective congruity to the human conftitution in different cli- 
mates, the author proceeds to teke a view of the effeéts of cli- 
mate and air on animal bodies ; beginning with a general idea 
of the effe& of air on animals by refpiration. We next meet 
with a theory of the operation of putrid effluvia from marfhes, 
with obfervatidns relative to putrid animal matter taken into 
the circulation, Dr. Wilfon then treats of vegetable food in 
hot climates, and of the feeding of the negroes in the fugar 
colonies ; obferving that they are lefs fubje& to putrid epide- 
rhics than the white inhabitants. This effect he juftly afcribes 
to their conftant ufe of vegetable food, which corre&s the pu- 
trefcent tendency of the humours. He afterwards confiders the 
ufe of vegetable food in cold climates ; of animal food in hot 
climates ; and of animal food in temperate and cold climates. 
Having fhewn the effeéts of vegetable and animal food in dif- 
ferent climates, Dr. Wilfon next takes a view of the difeafes of 
which climates are refpefively produétive. In profecuting 
this fubje&, he confiders the difeafes peculiar to very cold cli- 
mates, and difeafes of the middle, or temperate climates, with 
the effect of being habituated to climate. The author prefents 
us with the following obfervations refpefting the influence of 
the moon on difeafed and weak habits in the tropical ¢limates, 
_€ In the equatorial latitudes, people of delicate conftitutions, 
either from nature or difeafe, are exceedingly fenfible of the lu- 
nar influence at change or full ; and thofe who are in any degree 
afflicted with that {pecies of madnefs called lunacy, have their 
fits more violent than in northern climates. If debilitated per- 
fons are mncieed with intermittent fevers, they find it very diffi- 
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eult to avoid a relapfe or return of the fever at new and full 
mdon, This faét is fo well kaown in thofe climates, that fuch 
people generally take a certain quantity of bark each day, for 
feveral days before each change and full ; which commonly pre 
vents a return of the difeafe, unlefs the patient is exceedingly 
weak, and unable to contribute to the tonic powers of the 
bark, by riding or other gentle exercife. 

‘ Thefe effeéts of the moon’s pofition feem to refilt from the 
diminifhied weight of the atmofphere, by her increafed attraction 
when in the particular fituations of full and change; by which 
a part of the external preffure is gently removed, and the bady 
allowed to dilate itfelf; a debility of the whole fyftem is the na- 
tural confequence of {uch dilatation, and to correét this effect, 
the powers of the bark as a tonic are generally found fufficient, 

¢ The a&ion of the bark, at this time, hath been by many 
(particularly the French practitioners) attributed to its antiiep- 
tic qualities, from an idea that thofe returns are occafioned by 
the atmofphere being at thofe times remarkably impregnated 
with putrid exhalations, produced by the power of the moon in 
promoting putrefaétion. 

¢ Whatever effect this might be fuppofed to have at the full, 
it can have none at the change of the moon, as the contaét of 
the lunar rays only feems to produce this effect, ana the relapfes 
above mentioned are as common at the change as at the full. 

¢ The cold bath is generally found as effectual as bark in pre« 
venting the returns of fever at new and full moon, from which 
we fuppofe that any tonic of equal power would produce the 
fame effect.’ 


Dr. Wilfon afterwards treats of the fcurvy, of the fcorbutie 
tendency of warm climates, of the fcurvy of the North, of a 
diet to prevent the {curvy at fea, of a confumption of the luogs, 
as confequential to climate, of the places moft produGive of 
confumptions, and of the cure of confumptions, with the effe& 
of air in the fmall-pox. 

The third part of the work is employed on the ‘appearance 
and ¢haraéter of nations, refulting from climate. The author 
endeavours to fhew the aétual influence of climate on the 
powers of the mind, and to inveftigate the particular caufes 
which produce this effeét. He begins with enumerating the 
different opinions of the caufes which determine the charafters 
of nations, and endeavaurs to reconcile them with each other. 
Dr. Wilfon is of opinion, that phyfical caufes produce the pe~ 
euliaf difpofitions of the extreme climates, and that thofe na- 
tural caufes lofe their influence by degrees, in proportion ta 
the diftance of any particular country from the torrid and fri- 
gid zones; in confequence of which the moral caufes will ope- 
gate with greater force, 

U2 {s 

















zs 









































ed 


SS SSS 


a 
Pentti oo ae aE 


Seis 


2 a ee 
- MAT NSN PE Gree 


Se FEE ok so . 


ee 
cea ae 2S Se es 


pang Fees 0" 


262° Dr. Wilfon’s Od/ervations on the Influence of Climate. 


In the cdéurfe of this curious enquiry, the author gives ‘a gee» 
neral account of the perfons and charaéters of the inhabitants of 
warm Climates, of the frigid zone, and of the temperate cli- 
mates; fhewing afterwards the effects of a putrefcent tendency 
in the human body. He obfetves, that a patrefcent tendency 
from difeafe, exhibits the fame appearances and turn of mind, 
which are natural to the inhabitants of the torrid and frigid 
zones. Our author accounts in the following manner, why 
negroes poflefs more adiivity than Indians of the torrid zone. 


.* Inthe formation of negroes, there feems to be an original 
peculiarity in the reticular covering of the body immediately 
under the epidermis, called rete mucofum ; it ‘gives: the black 
colour to the fkin, and when by fcalding or burning this fub- 
fhance is deflroyed, the new fkin becomes white. The hair of 
the human body hath a bulbous root, which muft draw part of 
its nourifhment from this reticular covering; and as that of ne- 
groes is fo very difierent from the reft of mankind, it may be 
Juppofed to derive its peculiarities from this fource of its growth. 
Inftances are not wanting of negroes born either without this re- 
ticular fubitance, or with it very tradf{parent. Such are in the 
Wei Indies called improperly white negroes; their fkins are of 
a,cadaverous pale colour, and eyes too tender to bear the light 
of day ; they are generally del.cate, Rapid, and unfit for fervice ; 
their hair is alfo of a whitifh colour, and neither fo hard nor fhort 
as that of blacks. 

. * Thefe may be confidered as uf nature, for they are mani- 
fefily diffeient from their pzrents; and the want of the black 
colour in the rete mucofum (or rather of thefe properties, whe- 
ther in conftruction or otherwife, which give the black colour) 
feems to be attended with the confequences above mentioned, 
viz. delicacy, fupidity, and unfitnefs for action. 

¢ The perfpiration of negroes is of a {trong pungent alcalince 
odour, which feems to arife from fome peculiar property or 
power in the reticular covering which gives colour to the fkin. 
This extraordinary phlogitticated perfpiration, fo remarkable in 
blacks, we fuppole, depends on the powers of fecretion in the. 
rete mucoium, by which the putrefcent matter is more copioufly 
difcharged from the furface of the body: and undoubtedly a 
more free difcharge of the putrefcent efluvium by the fkin, may 
not only liberate the conftitution in a certain degree, but tend te 
produce that very blacknefsin the réte mucofum itfelf. | 

‘ From thefe very diftinguifhing external marks, negroes feem 
a peculiar variety of the human {pecies, better fitted by nature 
than thofe of fair complexions to difcharge by the pores of the 
fkin the phlogiflon evolved from their bodies, and confequently 
are much better adapted to the warm climates. If blacknefs of 
ikin were acquirable, like that of brown, by a long continued ha- 
bitual putreicency, the inhabitants of Groenland and Nova 
sembla should be black, and their hair fhort apd curled, as they 
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are more in this ftate than the aborigines of hot climates ; 
yet the colour of their fkin is only dark brown, and does not 
es the growth of their hair, which is long, ftraight, and 
black, : 

‘ Sir John Pringle, in his experiments on blood, found that 
the craflamentum after allowed to become putrid, being mixed 
with water, gave it, as he himfelf expreffes it, a tawny hue, 
This is in favour of our opinion relative to the colour of 
Indians, 

‘ Thefe people, both in the torrid and frigid zones, as well as 
the favages of the temperate latitudes, appear the fame with the 
inhabitants of the middle climates, and only changed by the 
caufes we have mentioned ; and it is probable, that a removal 
to the middle latitudes would, in a few generations, bring them 
to a better colour, form, and underitanding.’ 


Dr. Wilfon next fhews the effe& of clearing woody damp 
countries, and concludes with fome remarks on the aptitude 
of temperate regions for the enjoyment of freedom. He ob- 
ferves, that in fuch climates, the body is always in a lefs pu- 
trefcent fiate, and confequently more aétive and vigorous ; and 
that the mind, from the fame caufe, becomes more quick to 
comprehend, and more bold to execute, Slavery, therefore, 
he infers, is not only unneceflary in the temperate climates, 
to force exertions, but the very idea is generally held in abhor- 
rence; and although from revolutions a temporary flavery 
may take place in any country, yet its duration cannot be long 
where climate does not concur to foften and ftupify the intel- 
leual powers. 

Through the whole of this treatife, Dr, Wilfon has invefti- 
gated the fubje& in a rational and fcientific manner; and he 
has endeavoured to afcertain, with a great degree of plaufibi- 
lity, the influence of natural caufes on the human conftitu- 
tion and chara&er in different climates. The-obfervations, in 
general, are well fele€ted, and the author eftablifhes his con- 
clufions by arguments equally ingenious and juft. 





LeGures on the Univerfal Principles and Duties of Religion and Mo-~ 
rality. By the Rev..David Williams, .2 Vols, 400. al. 4s. 
feed, Dodiley. 


}N our Review for O&ober 1776, we gave our readers a full 

account of the liturgy ofed by Mr. Williams, in his chapel 
in Margaret-ftreet, and our fentiments of his plan; it will 
therefore be unneceflary to make any obfervations on thefe- 
points in the prefent article. 
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In the Introdudiion the author gives the following detail-of 
the reafons and circumftances which induced him to engagé in 
this extraordinary fcheme. 7 


¢ I quictted the cuftomary offices of the profeflion to which I 
was educated, for reafons which have been already affigned*. But, 
either becaufe réligion is effential to the huthan mind; or be- 
cafe the habits of a profeffion are, like all others, very difficult 
to be fufpended—I could not reft fatisfied out of my employ- 
ment. On intimating my fituation, | had hopes given me of the 
moft flattering encowragement. But, on feeing my plan extended 
beyond the limits of the Chiiftian church, they were withdrawn, 
and my papers were put up; for 1 had none of the views of re- 
formers and apofiles: and it was my intention not to engage, 
wntil it appeared to he for the fervice and pleafure of others, as 
well as my own. 

‘ In converfation with a nian of the firft rank in the prefent 
age, as a philofopher and politician, this fubje€t was introduced 5 
and his fentiments and wifhes agreeing with mine, fome perfons 
of our acquaintance were applied to, who were found fo well dif- 

ofed, that feveral meetings were appointed ; and the liturgy, 
which I had drawn up, underwent four or five impreffions, for 
the purpofes of being correéted and accommodated to their 
yudgment and tafte. 

' © Thefe circumftances are mentioned, to obviate the charge of 
prefumption ; and to teftify, that, in a great and important un- 
dertaking, every ftep in my power was taken, to fhew, I refpected 
that public, whofe prepoffeffions 1 might affeét ; and did not 
ruth before it, with the hafty and infolent impetuofity of an ins 
' fatuated enthafiait. 

¢ ] am fenfible that the plan may be injurioufly degraded, by 
appearing to be the unadvifed project of any individual, for his 
own emolument and advantage ; a circumftance, which could 
‘not fail of claffing it with the defigns of fanatics to reform 
churches, or of miffionaries to gain dominion by new opinions, 

¢ This bufinefs has not any thing m common with fuch de- 
fign. The Liturgy, on the univerfal principles of religion and 
morality, was firft intended as a gratification and pleafure, to a 
{mali number of ‘perfons, who could worfhip on no other ; to be 
publicly ufed, on the fuppofition, that it would afford the fame 
gratification and pleafure, to great numbers in the fame Cir- 
cumftances, 'and bring me fome recompence for my trouble in 
ufing it. 

¢« When the defign was made public, the expectations enter- 
tained by fome, and the apprehenfions of others, were equally 
* 3i-founded and extravagant. Nay, the opinions formed on the 
fteps which have been Mntherto taken, are not the moft judicious, 
Experiments may be to the public as fallacious as fables ; they 


a * Vide Appendix to the fecond edition of Effays on Public Wor- 
Ip.’ at 
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often eccafion as many errors, and are always expected to prove 
too much. 1f the inftitution in Margaret-ftreet were only to 
prove, that a liturgy may be drawn up, on principles which all 
amankind acknowledge, and may be ufed without offence given to 
fectaries and bigots, it would deferve confideration and refpect. 
A bifhop, quitting his diocefe, and attended by both houfes of 
parliament, in the fame experiment, might have given it more 
eclat, but not more certainty. In the prefent cafe, it is a difco- 
very made by a private man, at fome rifque, and at fome ex- 
pence, It.holds up to the world a faé&, which has at all times 
been deemed incredible; the’ importance of which to morals, 
and policy, may be underftood, when men raife their thoughts 
from the elementary to the intelle&ual world; and the benefits 
of which may be enjoyed in future, by perfons, who might not 
have undergone the apprehenfions, anxieties, and inconvenien- 
cies, by which it has been afcertained. 

« That good men of all nations and all religions; that be- 
lievers in Mofes, Chrift, and Mahomet, freethinkers, deifts, and 
atheifis who acknowledge beneficent principles im nature, may 
unite in a form of public worfhip, on all the great and moft im- 
portant truths of piety and morality—can no more be a queftion ; 
—-—for it,is demonftrated ; not by the arts of logic, or the de- 
clamations of oratory in books; but by a ftated public fervice, 
to which any man may have recourfe for fatisfaction.’ 

Here the author fpeaks of atheifts © uniting in a form of 
‘prayer.’ But furely this clafs of men can have no motive, no 
inclination, to join in religious worfhip. For, on a fuppofition 
that there is no God, there can be no objeét of adoration ; and 
confequently prayer and thank{giving would be acts of folly 
and infanity, 

Thefe difcourfes are faid to be ‘ part of a methodical feties 
of lectures on thefe principles and duties, which are acknow- 
Jedged by all mankind.’ We muft again except the atheift, who 
does not acknowledge any daty which depends on the exiftence 
of a deity. . ; | 

The firft volume confifts of Leftures on Public Worthip, 
Wifdom, the Knowledge of the Deity, the Creation, the Me- 
rit of Believing, the Fear of God, Univerfal Religion, Uni- 
verfal Toleration, the Nature and Effect of Prayer, the Origin 
and Nature of Piety, the Nature of Virtue, Virtuous Satisfac-- 
tion, the Origin and Nature of Truth, and the Principle’ of 
Confcience. 

The author’s profeffed defign in thefe Leftures, is to explode 
thofe dofirines which have been generated by fuperitition, and 
ta enforce thofe duties and opinions which are founded in reafon 
and experience. With this view he advances many rational 
fentiments, intermixed with reflections (not, indeed, equally 


juit) on all other fyftems of religion. 
: U4 * The 
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« The Greek fables and traditions had obfcured the firt 
principles of religion which were probably deduced from na- 
ture. Superftition and idolatry had been ereéted on the truths of 
philofophy:. and wicked princes and heroes had affumed the 
attributes of gods. Thefe things could not be unobferved by fo 

' enlightened:a people as the Athenians, It is probable alfo, that 
fome fpeculative men took advantage of the ftate of their reli- 
gion, to difpute the being of a God. The friends of nature and 
. true religion could not have obviated the arguments deduced 
from the prevailing idolatries, and levelled again{ the gods 
which were worfhipped. They therefore wifely left them to 
thofe priefts, whofe intereft it was to fupport them: and deduced 
from nature the evidence of the exiflence of that being, whom 
they called the unknown God. I could with to draw the atten- 
. tion of my hearers on the fame fubje&t. Let them confider the 
feveral forms of religion which divide and diltraét inflead of 
uniting and bleffling mankind, Let them examine the attributes 
of thofe feveral gods which each fe& hath fet up at the head of 
its {uperftition. Let them apply the objections of atheifm to 
them ; and obferve how they are demolifhed and deftroyed. Let 
them open the facred volume of God’s works, confider the ob- 
vious fitnefs of every caufe to produce its effe&t ; the proof which 
this. affords of intention and defign; the harmony and order. 
which prevails wherever we have clear and perfe& views ; and 
the invariable certainty with which virtue and happinefs arife to 
individuals and nations from the laws of this order, Let them go 
one flep ; and one ftep only into the region of analogy and .ima- 
ination; let them fuppofe thefe great qualities—thefe inten- 
tions, this defign, this goodnefs—not to be fcattered through the 
univerfe; but to belong to one being who aftuates it; and they 
‘ will know all that can poflibly be known of God Beware 
- of trufting your imagination one moment longer. She has foared 
_ her utmoft height; and every effort the makes will be towards 
earth; and will generate error and abfurdity. You are to glance 
_ only, by the utmof exertion of your abilities at that Being, who 
* . 3s incomprehenfible ; and you are to be fatisfied with few and ge- 
neral ideas on fo great a fubje&t. You will then be impreg- 
nably fortified aguinft all the attempts of infidelity ; and if its 
votaries reproach you with the abfurdity, ill charaéter, and vil- 
Jainy of the gods, which have led enthufiafts and idolaters of all 
' yeligions, to deluge the world with blood, and to plague and 
torment mankind, fhew them in all nature an, altar to the un- 
known. God; invite them-to hear the univerfal voice acknow- 
ledging him ; and you will pity the reafons which may prevent 
their joining you in,a rational and fublime adoration.’ 


In. this pafflage the author afferts, that natare will difcover 
© all thatceanpothbly be known of God,’ Tt muft, however, 
be obferved} that Chriftianity exa@ly coincides with the dic- 
tates: of figtare; and:clears~our doubts in many important 

| points, 
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points, relative to the divine attributes, with that precifion, 
-which could only be derived from fupernatural light. 
In treating on the merit of believing, he fays, 


¢ The art of believing what is above our comprehenfion 
and reafon, and not contrary to it, is a fophifm, with the ad- 
vantage of a jingle upon words, invented for the fame purpofes, 
There is juft as much good fenfe and truth, and poffibility in 
believing what is above our underftanding, as in feeing what 
is beyond our fight, hearing what is out of hearing, or feeling 
‘what is totally out of reach. Pious and well-meaning men have 
been impofed upon in this matter, ‘by the alarming danger of 
giving up the firft principles of their religion. They have not 
been taught the reafons for believing in God; why virtue is pre- 
ferable to vice; or why they have adopted one reiigion and not 
another, Having taken thefe things on truft, and finding them 
to be effential to their happinefs here and hereafter, they are ex- 
‘tremely apprehenfive of a principle that feems to deftroy their 
~seligion at the very foundation. ** We believe there is a God,” 
they fay, ‘* but his being is above our comprehenfion : we believe 
in Jefas Chrift; but we do not underftand the nature of his be- 
ing, nor the evidence of his miffion.” ‘Thefe are formidable ar- 
guments to minds unaccuftomed to diftinguifh and reafon. They 
are childifh and contemptible to a man accuftomed to take prin- 
“eiples to pieces, and to examine the parts that make them up. 
<¢ I believe there is a wife and powerful and good Being, who 
made and governs the univerfe. Becaufe, on confidering as much 
of the univerfe as lies before me, I fee one defign, purfued b 
the wifeft means, and to anfwer the moft excellent and moft be- 
nevolent purpofes. Is there any thing in this above my ander- 
itanding? It is as clear and indifputable as that I fee an objeé& 
which 1s before me.”” If I proceed, and form to myfelf fancies 
concerning his being, abode, and manner of a€ting, I may think 
I believe them, becaufe’ they are my fancies; another man may 
- pretend to believe, out of deference to my abilities; but neither 
the one nor the other can, in truth, be faid to believe further 
than he underfands. 
¢ As to the belief of Chriftianity, the cafe is exaétly the fame. 
If I have read attentively the hiftory of the remarkable period, 
when Chrift was faid to be miraculaufly born; to have had the 
{pirit of God given at his baptifm; to have preached a new 
religion, which he confirmed by miracles; to have died as a 
facrifice to expiate fins; to have rifen’ from the dead, and .af- 
cended into heaven—If, on maturely confidering thefe events, I 
fee reafon to think, that they attually came to pafs as they have 
been related; that no arts have been ufed, by thofe who had an 
intereft in them, to impofe a fertes of delufions on the world ; 
that they fland on the fame ground of evidence as the ations of 
an Alexander, or a Cefar, which [ believe on the teflimony of 
hiftorians who had no intereft to deceive ; and becaufe the things 
related of them were pofible, and even probable :—if this be 
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the cafe, what is there in my believing Chriflianity, more than in 
my believing any hiftorical fad, which clearly comprehend : and 
has’nothing in it which I fhould deem impoflible ?—Thofe who 
pretend to fee myfteries in it, and to believe.them, talk-idly ; 
for no man ever did, or ever could, believe a myftery, any more 
than he could fee what was tranfacted in an invifible world. 
‘The complaifance and deference to authority, by which men are 
led to pretend to believe what they do not underftand, and what 
they are told by others to believe, is like the fervility of thofe, 
who, though their eyes are imperfe& and faulty, always fee as 
we do, or hear as we hear. 

‘ This being the cafe, it is not eafy immediately to underftand, 
‘why men fhould ever have been blamed or punifhed, becaufe 
they could not believe. Believing is an act of the mind, upon 
confidering a fact or propofition ; as feeing is an a&, in confe- 

uence of turning the eye on the object. Men are influenced, in 
both thefe ations, exactly alike ; by the ftrength and goodaefs 


-of their natural organs; by their fituation, and the point of view 


in which they confider things. Every object, every fact, and 
every principle, may appear, in fome circumftance, different to 
‘different perfons. Why, then, if we punifh a man for not dif- 


‘cerning truths as we difcern them, do we not punifh him for not 


feeing as we fee ?—There is no diftinGtion between thefe cafes, 
‘which is founded in truth and common fenfe: but there is, in 
‘the artifices of policy, and the wiles of prieftcraft. If men be 
taken early enough, they may be induced to give up the facul- 
ties of their minds ; but they muft ufe their bodily fenfes. The 
éxercife of reafon is not only unneceffary, but inconvenient and 
Gangerous, under all kinds of defpotic governments. It has 
been accordingly reprobated by all tyrants, civil and ecclefiafti- 


‘eal; heaven and hell have been ranfacked for allurements and 


terrors; the utmoft abilities of the human mind have been em- 
ployed to invent tortures, to prevent the ufe of reafon. No won- 


der; it is the only fure and fatal enemy to every fpecies of ty- 


ranny. Men have ever, and ever will be free, in exaét propor- 
‘tion as they ufe their underftandings. We, therefore, find, that 
civil and ecclefiahical politicians have ever-difcouraged enquiry, 
and the love of truth, as feditious, and dangerous to the ftate or 
to the church.—Here we have the reafons of religious cruelty 
and perfecution ; which have hung their infernal clouds for ages 
over thé world; under which nothing generous and manly could 
ever {pring up; and which have rendered almoft the whole face 
of this globe a géneral wafte, traverfed by rivers of human blood. 
Here and ‘there the benign lights of philofophy and truth have 
lately illumined and gladened the world. Bleffed be thofe plo- 
rious {pirits who have occafioned it! who have facrificed their 
interefis and their lives to produce it! Biefled be thofe who ftill 
firuggle for the freedom of human reafon, and all the great 
rights,of haman nature! —Defpotifm, attended by cruelty and 
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rule by horrors; he now pats on the mafk of pleafure; and, at- 
tended by the Loves and Graces, diflipates our rational powers, 
and leads us into flavery. The confequence is bondage, if we are 
made to give up the ufe of our underftandings, whether it be by 
cruelty, or whether it be by diflipation.’ — 


We entirely agree with this writer in what he fays, relative 
to the ufe of our underftandings in matters of religion; but 
we cannot allow, that there is no demerit in unbelief, which, 
in many cafes, is but another name for wilful blindnefs, per- 
verfénefS, and a criminal inattention to the voice, of reafon and 
religion. 

Having explained that rational fear of God, which is excited 
by prayer and amiable views of the divine nature, the author 
gives us this juft and ftriking reprefentation of fuperftition. 

« The difference between this pleafing and genuine principle, 
and that fear which produces fuperftition ; is the difference be- 
tween the motives which actuate a man, and thofe which a&tuate 
a flave. The one atts from himfelf, does his: duty becaufe he 
loves it—the other is diftra&ted with apprehenfions; aéts-be- 
caufe he is enjoined: looks up to Supreme Power with tetror 5 
‘and interpoies as many interceflors as poffible, as barriers between 
him end the, obje& he dreads, It is the bufinefs of fuperftition, 
to keep God as much as poffible out of view. We find, accord 
ingly, in thofe religions where it prevails, that every artifice is 
made ufe of, to prevent the timid and broken fpirit of the de- 
votee, from being thocked with the moft tranfient theughis of 
God, Artful legiilators and priefts, have intimidated the people 
to fuch a degree, that they have been giad to interpofe, between 
them and the Deity, not only angels, men, and animals;.bat 
even bits of old fhoes, and the parings of a wretch’s nails. There 
is no view of human nature, more humiliating than this; there 
is no ftate of abjeétnefs and mifery, out of which it is more diffi- 
cult to extricate the unhappy creatures, who are involved in it. 
Vice is not fo hopelefs as fuperftition. It engenders all the moft 
loathfome villainies and »miferies; and fanétifies and infures 
their exiftence, by holy appellations. It is funk below the reach 
of knowledge; and eradicates every principle, both of virtue 
and happine(s, in the homan mind,— We are happy, that we fee, 
only at a diftance, the talons of this infernal fiend, We cannot 
roufe our {pirit in a nobler caufe, than in that of entire liberty 
from its tyranny and government. Superftition blafts every thin 
around us; lays heaven and earth into ane gloomy and horrid 
darknefs ; makes our religion a curfe ; oar governments defpotic 
and oppreflive; and renders us incapable of private virtue and 


happineis.’ 

The following obfervations-are ‘equally rational and philofo- 
phical. 

‘ The firft abufes of devotion, probably arofe, like the extra- 
vagancies of love, from indulging warm imaginations. The 
bounds 
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bounds of nature once tranfgreffed, by the well-intended fitions 
of poetry, all the exceffes of fuperitition were produced ; and 
artful men laid hold of them, for the purpofes of avarice and am- 
bition. Hence*the idolatry of the ancients, moft of which we 
can trace, even at this time, into a poetical mythology, and the 
ufe of fymbols, which were originally reprefentations of rational 
fentiments. As a natural and reafonable worfhip would have fe- 
cured the improvement and virtue of the people; we fee, in 
fa&t, that the abfurdities and extravagancies of fuperftition, ri- 
veted on them the chains of avarice and vice.’ When Chriftianity: 
was firft introduced, the author of it aimed to reduce this doc- 
trine to its fir principles. His apoftles deviated but little from 
his defign; and the church, for a few centuries, had a worthip 
different from that of the heathens, But when Chriftianity en- 
tered into alliance with the flate, was eftablifhed by Conftantine, 
and made an engine of tyranny, to enflave the people ; the gods 
and: goddeffes of antiquity, only changed names, for thofe of 
Chritt, the Virgin, Angels and Apoitles; the gods were chrif- 
tened, Marsinto Peter; and Diana, or Venus, into the Virgin 
Mary ; the altars remained; and all the ceremonies of their 
woifhip were heightened, or rendered more abfurd ; and then 
transferred to the Chriftian faints. There is hardly ‘any part of 
the public worfhip of Europe, which may not be traced to an 
idolatrous cuftom of the heathens. The abfurdity of thefe things 
is fo glaring, that men, who have not great fagacity, great can- 
dour, and great patience, are very apt to turn from public wor- 
fhip with difguft, ‘as wholly founded in ignorance and fupertti- 
tion. The ‘very language it has adopted, is puerile: and one 
might imagine our religious affemblies crouching before a capri- 
cious tyrant, or endeavouring to amufe and coax into good hu- 
mour, fome fluctuating, wavering, and paffionate Being.’ 


In the fecond volume the author treats of honefty, juftice, 
humanity, beneficence, modefty, moderation, luxury, prudence, 
fortitude, meeknefs, and patience. 

The following fentiments are founded on juit obfervation, 
and a knowledge of the human heart. 


« The enthufiafm of benevolence, like the enthufiafm of a ten- 
derer paffion, makes perfons of the fineit fenfibility, and the beft 
difpofitions, molt liable to deceit and difappointment. The at- 
tachment and gratitude occafioned by benefits are the produce 
only of the very beft foil. It is folly, therefore, to expe& them 
in vicious, Or even in ony ON charafters. Thefe are to be 
treated like barren and indifferent ground, and to be benefited 
without the hope ofa feward, Every man judges of another by 
what he feels in himfglf. Ne bad man ever could believe that 
another did him a befefit by a moral, a beneficent, or a generous 
action. His returns, therefore, are affected, flattering, and felf- 
jth—And it is an ie extiemely common, to produce the moft 
inveterate hatrcd in bad minds, merely by means of benefits. 
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An ill-difpofed man always poffeffes a kind of pride, which is 
offended at the thought of an obligation, As there is hardly any 
thing eafier than to impofe upon and miflead the paflions, when 
once they are fixed on their objeéts, he finds it not difficult to 
impofe on his benefaor, till it fuits his conveniénce to pull off 
the mafk. And we muft have obferved, that the rancour, hatred, 
and malice of-fuch a man, have, been beyond thofe of common . 
enemies ; and ever in proportion to the number and greatnefs of 
the benefits which were beftown upon him. He conceived himfelf 
injured by the fuperiority of his benefactor; he knew that he in- 
jured him by his falfe returns of gratitude and obligation ; which 
are both mott forcible reafons with fuch a man for hatred. This 
is increafed by every repeated obligation ; and it is extremely 
common to fee a good man injured with the moft inveterate ma- 
lice, and fuffering under the worft-ufage, becaufe he had been 
guilty of cherifhing a viper in his boiom.’ 

We fhall only detain our readers with two fhort extra@s, 
added to what we have already cited, as a farther inftance of 
that freedom of enquiry, which this writer has difplayed on al- 
moft every fubje& he has difcuffed, 


‘ The.hiftory of martyrdom, it is to be hoped, will be con- 
fined to the ecclefiaftical annals of Europe, where future ages. 
will read with altoaifhment, and perhaps incredulity, that whole 
nations of wretches, in the human form, not only ravaged each 
others territories for plunder and glory; bat, in times of peace, 
and from mere cruelty and thirit of blood, amufed themfelves 
with torturing and murdering each other, for a reafon which 
would difgrace the morality.of dogs and wolves-——becaufe they. 
did not fee exaétly alike, and think exaétly alike. This will noe 
be believed-in periods of real humanity and knowledge.’ 


Speaking of the devil, our author fays, 


¢ In what malignant brain, or in what deplorable and gloomy 
ftate, the doétrine of eternal damnation was generated, it is.im- 
offible to imagine. It muft be a wretch indeed, both in his 
underftanding and his heart, who could fuppofe the principles 
of wifdom and goodnefs, which actuate nature, fo ineffeQual ; or 
the government. of God fo feeble, that Satan fhould not only in- 
terrupt it here, but carry off the greater part of his fubje€ts here- 
after, and divide the dominion of eternity with him,’ , 


Many of our.author’s obfervations are juft, reafonable, and 
philofophical, But they fhould be read with caution; as they 
fuggeft an unfavourable idea of fome of the do@rines of Chrif- 
tianity, which, if properly underftood, would appear much 
more amiable than its enemies generally imagine. 
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Euphrofyne : or, Amufernents on the Road of Life. By the Author of 
the Spiritual Quixote. Vol. IT. 8va. 25.64. frwed. Dodfley. 


—— ingenious author of the Spiritual Quixote * has here 
prefented the public with a very agreeable little volume 
of poems on various fubjeéts. The indifputable marks of ori- 
ginal genius, eafy numbers, with a fund of pleafantry and 
good humour, rin through the whole colleétion. We are 
obliged for many of them’ to the poetical fociety at Bath 
Eafton, where the author has, we fuppofe, been frequently 
crowned with the myrtle wreath, a reward infinitely fupe- 
tier to any praife which Reviewers can beftow upon him. 
The author has thought proper, for reafons beft known to 
himfelf, to divide his poetical entertainment into four courfes, 
the Mifcellaneous, the Epigrammatical, the Humorous, and 
the Blegiac ; to which, by way of defert, he has fubjoined fome 
imitations of the Greek and Latin claflics. The verfes on Dreams ; 
on Caprice, to Mr. Anfty; the Pepper-box and Salt-cellar, a 
fable, all well written, have appeared in other colleGions, and 
confequently ftood the teft of criticifm: we fhall therefore 
fay no more of them, but that they are well worthy of a place 
in this colleétion, With regard to the reft, it is a cena dubia, 
and amongft fo many dainties, we know not which to prefent 
to our readers. by. way of tafting the banquet. As a delicate 
morfel, however, which muft be agreeable to every palate, 
we fhall give them our author’s Invocation to Healthy 
¢ What fprightly nymph trips o’er the lawn, 
Than ‘blooming Hebe’s felf more bright ? 
©! fairer than the purple dawn, 
Chafing the joylefs gloom of night! 
I know thee well; thy bofkin'd feet, 
Thy flowing locks and azure veft : 
’ Banifh’d the revels of the Great, 
My frugal cot thou oft haf bleft. 


By mortals fty!’d heart-cheering Health, 
In heaven Hygeia is thy name. 

O ! welcome! more than pow’r or wealth ; 
Than beauty’s felf; or life or fame. 


As o’er the faireft landfeape’s face 
The folar beams freth-luftre fhed ; 
Thy charms to pleafure add new grace, 
And grief ere&ts her languid head. 





An ~ — — 
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* An entertaining novel, generally attributed to the Rev. Mr. 
Graves. See Crit, Rev. vol. xxxv. p. 275. 
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Bat when thou’rt abfent nought can pleafe, 
The bloom of {pring or autumn’s ftore ; 

The wood-lark’s notes but vainly teaze, 
And ev’n the Mufe delights no more, 


Thy fmiles, on velvet couch reclin’d, 
The wealthy Satrap courts in vain ; 
And frets to fee thee prove more kind, 
And blefs the fturdy ruftic fwain. 
Thou wifely fhun’ft the pale reforts 
Of midnight ball or mafquerade ; 
More pleas’d to join the rural {ports 
Of village-nymphs beneath the fhade, 
Tho’ haply in the fulphurous draught, 
That flows from Bladud’s fuming rills, 
Thy power’s convey’d: or fometimes bought 
..From the fage Leach’s naufeous pills; 
Yet rather o’er the mountain’s brow, 
Thro’ fore wild or balmy grove, 
*Midtt fmmer’s funs or winter’s fnow, 
_. With Dian thou delight’ft to-rove, 
Come then, bleft Nymph! my cottage cheer, 
* . Hale Exercife thy fteps fhall guide; 
And decent Mirth fhall meet thee there ; 
And Temperance at the board prefide.’ 
There is a terfenefs and elegance, with @ purity of ftyle and 
fentiment, in thefe verfes, which we feldéom meet with in any 
modern compofition. 

It is the opinion of our author, as,delivered:in a profe eflay 
on the Nature of an Epigram, which flands by itfelf in the 
middle of this poetical garden, that * provided one principal 
thought be uniformly purfued toa point through the whole, a 
poem of any reafonable length may be confidered as an epi~ 
gram.’ In confequence of this determination, Mr. G—— has 
given us fev@ral long epigrams, of twenty or thirty lines each ; 
amongft which his complimentary verfes to Mrs, Montagu, 
and Lady M——=r, have great mezit. Of what our author 
ealls his Humorous Poems *, the Fire-fide, and the Hobby.« 
horfe for the Gout, are much the beft. With regard to fome 
of thefe, there is, we cannot help obferving, an impropriety in. 
the epithet. The Card to Hymen, though pretty afd-poeti« 





eden 


® We are a little in doubt, whether a modern poet, though the 
ancients always took the liberty of extolling themfe!ves, fhould 
venture to call his own works Aumorous. Even if they are really fo, 
(and asMr,-G=—'s certainly are) is it nota little like faying, T’lh 
tell you a good thing which I faid the other day; an excellent re- 
Partee of mine, &. 


cal, 
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cal, cannot be called humorous ;.the verfes on the Ufe and 
Abuie of Cards are rather ferious ; and the fable of the Shep- 
herd and Kid much too melancholy to fall under. that deno» 
mination, The imitations from the Greek “and Latin poets 
fhew the claffical tafte and erudition of the writer; at the fame 
time that his happy allufions to modern manners and circum- 
{tances give them the air of originals. His Parody of*Horace’s 
Integer ‘Vite, &c. is excellent; and the Delicate Lover is 
much fuperior to the epigram of Martial from which it is 
taken. This collefion is, upon the whole, as agreeable a 
farrago as we have met with for fome time paft. We ‘hope the 
elegant and ifgenious author will have health and leifure to 
give us (the fooner the better) another volume, from which 
we fhall promife ourfelves no little entertainment. 


=. 





Objferwations on the Cure of the Gonirrbiea. By Samuel Foart Sim- 
mons; M. D. Sve. 1s, 64. Murray. 


HE fteatment of a difeafe that has been. certainly known 

in Europe for almoft.three hundred years, and which has 
fo much employed the attention of medical enquirers,’ fhould, 
we mightfuppofe, have long. fince been efiablithed on the 
cleareft teltiniony of experience. Even. at this_period, however, 
i¢ continues to be-the fubje& of controverfy; and hardly two: 
writers are entirely agreed refpecting fome of the moft effential 
circumftances in the cure of the complaint, - In this. pamphlet 
we meet with many ufeful obfervations on the general’ treat. 
ment of the gonorthea, befides remarks on particular fymp- 


toms that accompany or follow the difeafe, when it is in’a vio- 
. lent degree, or has been injudicioufly treated. ‘Thefe are, the 


hernia humoralis, chordee, phymofis, paraphymofis, chancres, 


fisiures of the'urcihra, and gleets. 

_As a fpecimen, we fhail lay before our readers tlte following 
remarks on injeGions. , ) 

-* The topical remedies that are ufed confift.chiefly of different ¥** 
forts of injections, the ingredients-of which are extremely various, 
but their modes of operation may in general be referred to their 
mucilaginous and fedative, or.to their devergent, Rimulating, 
and aftringent qualities. Inthe hands of fkilful practitioners, 
great advantages may doubtlefs be derived from the ufe of thefe 
remedies ; bu-, on the other hand, the improper and unfeafon- 
able adminiftration of them may prove a fource of irreparable 


ifchief to the patient. ; 
q s We know ai mucilaginous and oily injeCtions will tend to, 


allay the local:inflammation ; and that a fedative injection, fuch 


as a folution of opium, will leflen the irritability of the Partss 
an 





























Simmons’s OB/ervations on the Cure of the Gonorrbitas 48 g 


And of courfe prodace a fimilar effect: the utility of fuch appli- 
Cations is therefore fufficiently obvious... 

* A detergent injeftion, or one that will a& upon the mucus 
of the urethra, increafe the difcharge of it, wath it away, and 
with it the venereal virus that is blended with it, can only be 
ufed as a prophyla&tic before the fymptoms of infection have 
made their appearance. A folution of cauftic properly diluted, 
will anfwer this purpofe, and I have frequently recommended it. 
Bat great circumfpection is neceffary in the ufe of this kind of 
injection. If it be too weak, it can be of no efficacy; and if it 
be too ftrong, it may prove dangerous to the patient. I once 
Zaw a fuppreifion of urine brought on by the impropet ufe of an 
injeGtion of this kind., When the fymptoms of inflammation 
have once made their appearance, the ftimulus of fuch-an injec 
tion muft be extremely hazardous, Excoriation of the urethra 
has, I fear, but too often been produced by rémeédies of this fort 
in the hands of adventurous and unfkilful praétitionérs. 

‘ While the inflammation of the urethta continues, every 
thing that ftimalates it muft be hurtful. If the injeGtion excites 
a painful fenfation in the urethra, as is but too often the cafe, 
it will be liable to produce fwelled tefticles, difficulty in making 
water, excoriation, ahd other effects of increafed inflammation 
if, by its aftringency, the running is checked before the virus 
that excited the difcharge is properly fubdued, the patient will 
be expofed to ail the dangers of a confirmed lues, and, perhaps, 
to a variety of local complaints, fuch as obftructions in the ures 
thra, and abfceffes in perinzo, which are well known to be 
fometimes owing to applications of this fort improperly mas 
naged. 

: When. the inflammation has fubfided, gently ftimulating 
and aftringent inje€tions may be ufed with fatety, and with cone 
fiderable advantage; for as the inflammation is at firft excited 
by the ftimulus of the venereal virus, fo when the former begins 
to leffen, we may be affured that the adtivity of the latter has 
abated in proportion ; and, in general, when the inflammatory 
fymptoms are entirely removed, it will be found that the mucus: 
is no longer of an infeCtious nature, but is merely the effect of 
an increafed fecretion, and of relaxation. Mild aftringents 
will therefore ferve to brace and ftrengthen the veffels fecreting 
mucus, and in this way will leffen the difcharge, and greatly 
promote the cure, It is certain that in the greater number of 
cafes, a gonorrhcea, which if treated by internal remedies alone 
would continue five or fix weeks, or longer, may, when judie 
cioufly treated with injections, be cured in a fortnight, and very 
often in lefstime. The great aim, therefore, of the practitioner 
cught to be at firft to make ufe of fuch injections only as will 
tend to lubricate the furface of the drethra, and to counteraé& and 
deftroy the ftimulus of the virus ; as the inflammation abates he 
may add fome gently aftringent preparation to a mucilaginous 
and fedative injetion, taking care that its allringency be fuited 
Vou. L. O€. 1780. x ‘ t@ 
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to the ftate of the difeafe, and to the irritability of the patient, 
Amongft a great variety of fubftances mercury in different forms 
3s one of thofe that is the moft frequently employed in injections. 
All thefe mercurial injeftions have more or lefs of aftringency, 
and it is folely to this property that we are to afcribe their 
effeéts ; for the idea of their correcting the venereal virus was 
originally introduced and has been continued upon miftaken 
principles. : 
. Calomel, mixed with the mucus difcharged in a gonorrhoea, 
has no more power in deftroying the infectious properties of that 
mucus than ceruffe or any other preparation would have. A di- 
Juted folution of fublimate injeéted into the urethra will, like a 
folution of verdigris, or blue vitriol, or any other ftyptic, con- 
ftringe the mouths of the lacunz; but this zs all that 1 will do, 
for it will never leflen the infectious nature of the virus. The 
fame thing may be obferved of crude mercury extinguifhed by 
means of mucilage, or of mercurial unction blended with the 
yolk of an egg, and which, when thrown up into the urethra, 
will at nearly in the fame manner as balfam of copaiva, or any 
other ftimulating injection For the truthis, that mercury has no 
power over the venereal virus, until it has been introduced into 
the body, and undergone certain changes, with which we are, 
and probably fhall for ever remain, unacquainted. The local 
application of mercury can, therefore, have no other effects than 
what it derives from its flimulating and aftringent properties ; 
.for the mercury not being abforbed in the urethra, of courfe can- 
not be carried into the fyftemi, and even if it could, the quantity 
that would be introduced in this way would be too minute to be 
of any efficacy. TE with to have it underftood, however, that I do 
not mean to explode the ufe of mercurial preparations in injec- 
tions, but only the principles ou which they have hitherto been 
ufed ; for I have frequently found the ftimulus of calomel of con- 
fiderable efficacy ; and in women, when the vagina only was af- 
fected, I have often, after wafhing the parts well, fucceeded in 
the cure by rubbing them repeatedly with mercurial ointment.’ 


We cannot conclude without obferving, that this little tra& 
contains many interefting and judicious remarks, apparently 
the refult of great experience ; and we are fully perfuaded that 
the faculty ia general will join us, when we exprefs a defire 
that Dr. Simmons would extend his obfervations, in the fame 
practical manner, to the lues venerea. 
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Les Eclipfes, Poéme en fix Chauts, dédié a fa Majefé par M. 0 Abbé 
Botcowich ; traduit en Frangois par 4. [Abbé de Barruel, 1. Vol. 
im Quarta, (Paris. ) : 

Me. Bofcowich’s excellent didactic poem, the Eclipfes, was ori- 

. ginally publifhed in Losdon, and addreffed to the Royal So- 

Siety ; the next year it was reprinted at Venice; but this third 

edition 
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edition is greatly improved by a variety of additions and correce 
tions ; accompanied with an accurate and elegant French tranfla« 
tion and notes; .and dedicated to the king of France, by whom 
the author is now placed and patronized, as director of the optics 
of the marine. 

' The author compliments his moft Chriftian Majefty in an éle- 
gant poem on his interference in the American troubles; and of 
his gracrous condefcenfion to lefs powerful ftates, fuch as the ree 
public of Ragufa, our author’s nate country: 


‘ Nec vero ingentes Populos tua provida tantum 
Cura fovet : tenues non dedignaris arenas. 
_Aréta quidem Adriaco mea littora patria tellus, 
Aft opibus pollens, et nobilitate verufta, 
Acribus ingeniis, ac Jibertate perenni 
Tollitur, ac vafto-éxercet commercia Ponto. 
Ad te confugimus: facili ng excipis ore, 
Cumque adeo exiguis tantus nova feedera jungis, 
Foedefa, que tibi me magis ufque addicere pergunt.” &c» 
The firf€ Canto contains a general Difplay of the Sphere and of 
Heavenly Revolutions; a Defcription of the Zodiac; the Idea of the 
Mundane Syftem ; and an equally faithful and elegant explication of 
Kepler’s fyitem, and of the difcoveries of Sir Iaac Newton: for 
initance : 


¢ Quofque Dex Curfus menfes metitur, in illis 
Invenies ter pene dies fe evolvere dencs, 

Dimidius tibi nam deerit, quo tempore rurfum 
Conveniunt, cceloque iterum fpatiantur eodem.’—<4 


...+-Divina magnus dum mente Britannus 
Intima Nature pervafit in abdita, et alto 
Arcanas demum Caufas, fecretaque jura 
Extudit ingenio, ac Divim deprendit amores, 
Et Veftz, et Phoebes, et mutua vincula Phebi, 
Errorefque Dez, variofque per Aithera motus, 
Eruit arte nova evolvens, numerifque notavit.” 


The Second Canto treats of the Caufes of the Solar Eclipfes, 
We cannot help contemplating with equal furprize and pleafure the 
kill and fuccefs with which Mr. B. furmounts every difficulty of 
the fubject, and finds means to illuftrate and adorn the moft ab- 
ftrufe aitronomical and phyfical truths and difcoveries with poetical 
embellithments: Huygens’s Telefcopes, for inftance, and the Me- 
thod of fabricating the Glafles, appear to be very unpromifing fub- 
jects for poetry; yet, 


* Mecum aderunt; namque hos jam nunc fervantur in ufua 
Oblongis inferta tubis purifiimis vitra, 
Rarum Opus Hugenide magni ; cui Diva terenti 
Adftitit Uranie, ac dextram deduxit, & ambas 
Pulvere poftremo fubigens, tenuique papyros 
Ipfa fais trite frontes Dea fedula maffa 
Adfpirans terfit digitis, vittaque polivit. 
Non illis fluvio certet Peneus ameeno, 
Theffala qua placidas Tempe (fecat, atque beatot 
Foecundat late campos, herbafque virentes, 
Ac vitrea irrorat teneros afpergine flores. 
Non fons Blandufiz, non Pegafis unda, novato 
Aenidum qua mane chorus, qua puleher Apollo 
Xa Ipfs 
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Ipfe fuos viva mirari in imagine vultus, 

Et folet effufos lauro vincire capillos : 

Non ipfe, adverfum ad folem qui rofcidus humor 
Ardentem imbriféris pingit fub nubibus Irim.’ 


In the Third Canto he demonftrates the Caufe of Lunay 
Eclipfes ; and the Method of obferving the Shade of the Earth 

ives him an opportunity for jntroducing a Defcription of the 
Bioptrical Telefcopes and the Micrometer ; objects never yet treated 
of in poetry. 

. The Phyfical Phenomena attending and fucceeding Solar Eclipfes, 
and their refpective Caufes, are the fubjeéts of the Fourth Canto; 
in which he has alfo occafionally celebrated the Royal Obfervatory 
at Paris, in a beautiful though fomewhat digrefive manner; 


¢ Eft locus Europ2 in medio, qua regius altis 
Ingreditur ripis, dominamque interluit urbem 
Sequana. Dives opum, et duro fortiffima bello 
Gens tenet, at fimul et placidz ftudiofa Miner sx. 
Hic templum Uraniz, folidoque e marmore vattze 
Confurgunt xdes, et vertice nubila pulfant. 
Turba frequens venerata Deam juvenumque, fenumque 
AMluit : illa fedet fublimis in alto, 

Sceptra tenens, ftimulatque animos ad grandia natos. 
Parietibus circum,.et fummi ad faftigia teéti 
Arma Dez pendent defixa, globique, tubique 
Lentibus inftruéti vitreis ; tenfifque capillis 
Armillz, feétique orbes ex zre corufco, 
Fulgentefque auro radii, et momenta notantes 
Fluxa rote, ac rigidis pendentia pondera virgis. . 
‘Nec fatis Aériam duxiffe ad nubila molem: 
Sub pedibus quefite umbrz patefactaque terra 
Vifcera, precipitique folum difceilit hiatu; 
#Eternis horret fovea alta obduéta tenebris, 
Excluditque diem: fundo Nox triftis in imo 
Excubat, horrentique minax fe jactat in umbra, 
Tetra per obfcurum ducit quo femita callem, 
Trefque patet coli fpatium non amplius ulnas." 


Tn the Fifth Canto, our aftronomer and poet explains the Rife 
and Nature of the partial and total Shades formed by the Earth, in 
the Air; he meafures their refpective extents, the moon’s way 
through them, and the time fhe continues there. He then examines 
the nature of the faint light ftill perceptible on the Moon even 
cureg the largeit eclipfes; and on this occafion, the Nature of 
Refraction, ; 

With a yet more admirable art he difplays in his ixth Canto, News 
ton's. Theory of Light, in order to explain the causes of that reddith 
hue ufually perceptible on the moon during total eclipfes. 

Such are the merits of the original text of this didaétic poem. 
The Notes are well calculated to render its fenfe plain and obvious 
to ordinary readers. 

The tranflation, by Abbé de Barruel, was a difficult and meritc- 
rious talk, which has been faithfully performed; and the work is 
elegantly printed. , 

An enumeration of fuch of M. Bofcowich’s various MS. works as 
he has compofed during his refidence at Paris, has been fub- 
joned. They are numerous and interefting; a whole volume on 
Rs3 Achros 
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Achromatic Telefcopes ; another, on the Method of determining 
the Orbit of Comets ; Memoirs on the Ufe of differential Formulas 
in Aftronomy; on Spherical Trigonometry ; on the Verification of 
the Inftruments; on the Theory of Aftronomical Refractions; on 
the Ring of Saturn; a Marine Aftronomy, compofed for the Duke 
de Chartres ; and a variety of other works. 





Jo. Nic. de Vogel Specimen Bibliothece Germaniz Auftriace, five Not- 
tia Scriptorum rerum Auftriacarum, guotguot Aufori innotuerun. 
P. I. Geographica. Digefit auxitque Leop. Gruber, curaxte Jol. 
Wendt de Wendtenthal. 80. (Vienna.) 
T HOUGH works of this clafs are commonly mere colle&tions of 
titles of books, and even then approved of as ufeful perform- 
ances, if compiled with fome method and judgment, the prefent 
work recommends itfelf by feveral merits of a higher rank. The 
author and editor have not contented themfelves with giving a mere 
lift of books relating to certain particular fubjeéts, but have alfo 
given particular accounts of fuch fingle treatifes, differtations, and 
effays, as, but for their notice, would hardly have been expected 
and fought for in fome collections. MS. works are not only no- 
ticed, but minutely reviewed, and judicioufly appreciated: and if 
the merit of the future volumes anfwers to that of the firft, this 
work will prove a valuable prefent, not only to the native Auftrians, 
but alfo to foreigners defirous of acquiring a full and diltin& ac- 
quaintance with countries in every refpect fo important, and yet, 
upon the whole, fo little known, as the Auftrian dominions. 
The firft volume is divided into three books. The firft treats 
_ of the chorographers and maps of Auttria, in general, and of its 
particular provinces: The fecond, of its general topographers, 
and thofe of particular provinces and diftriéts ; and contains a ver 
minute and accurate account of the political, ecclefialtical, and lite- 
sary ftate of Vienna. And the third enumerates the writers and 
works on the phyfical ftate or natural hiftory of Auftria. 


Effai fur l Hifloire dela Maifon d Autriche, par M. le Comte de G***, 
Dédié ala Reine. 6 Vol. 20: (Paris.) 
T HE author of this Effay on the ‘Hiftory of the Houfe of Auftria 
has figned himfelf under the Dedication, Count de Girecourt 5 
and might more juftly have entitled his work, a Hiftory of the 
Wars waged by the Spanith and German Branches of the Houfe of 
Auftria, efpecially with the Houfe of Bourbon. He obferves that 
the hiftorians of Auftria may be ranked under three diftin& claffes ; 
and divided into fuch, for inftance as have, like Torci, Hume, 
and De Thou, written with mature judgement and a claflical tafte 5 
into fuch as have written fenfible and infrutive works, but biaffed 
by partiality, like Rapin, Feuquieres, and almof all the hiftorians 
of the two laft centuries ; and finally into fuch as have calculated 
their hiftorical works merely and chiefly for the entertainment of 
their readers. He mentions fome family letters of one of his an- 
ceftors, who, about the year 1577, had refided at Vienna, in the cha- 
racter of ambaffador from Lorrain; and wha, he fays, has furnithed 
him with feveral anecdotes. 

In his opinion the French monarchy would have perifhed and 
funk under the fuperior power and weight of the Houfe of Auftria, 
if king Henry the eighth of England had not, after the battle ot Pa- 
wia, deferted the party of the emperor Charles the Fifth; and the 
real caufes of the fubfequent fuperiority of France over Auftria, he 
aicribes partly to the weaknefs of the immediate fucceflors of Phi- 
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lip IT. and partly to the conftitution of the Auftrian dominions in 
Germany, then inhabited by a powerful and jealous nobility, and 
their abject flaves; arid no longer able to withftand the power of 
France after Lewis XIII. and XIV. had abolifhed the feudal confti- 
tution, weakened the power of the French nobility, and been par- 
ticularly careful in their choice of able minifters and generals. 

The mott critical periods of the German branch of Auttria, are, 
in his opinion, thofe of 1619, when Ferdinand was ready to be ex- 
pelied by his fubjects.; in 1631, and the lofs,of the battle of Leip- 
zig: in 1645, in 1683, and the fiege of Vienna, by the Turks; in 
3704, and the battle at Blenheim; and in 1741, when alinoft all, 
Europe had declared againft the pragmatic fanction. 

As the moft critical periods for France he confiders, the laft years 
of the reign of Lewis XU. the years 1525 and 1557; the firlt years 
of the reign of Henry 1V. the minority of Lewis XIV. and the laft 
years of that’monarch’s reign. He thinks, upon the whole, that 
the rivalfhip which arofé in 1477, between the Houles of Auftria and 
of Bourbon, from the marriage of the heirefs of Burgundy with 
the emperor Maximilian I, has been entirely extinguithed by the . 
alliance concluded in 1756, between Auftria and France. 

He has begun his hiftory with the reign of king Rudolph T. ‘The 
fir volumé concludes with the year 1581; the fecond, with 1636; 
the third, with 16¢4; the faurth, with 1692 ; the fifth, with 1708; 
and the fixth and laft, with the arrival of the Spanifh Infant Don 
Carlos at Parma, in 1732. 

The main objects of our hiftorian’s attention are the Spanifh and’ 
Turkith wars; though civil affairs have not been entirely necle&ed, 
The notes abound 1n geographical accounts, remarks on errors 
committed in the cabinet or the field, in pertinent anecdotes of in- 
terefting individuals, and in inquiries into the {prings of, particular 
tranfactions. 

With the reign of Charles V. he begins to tréat his objects with 
a more minute and critical accuracy; he very often remarks fuch 
contradictions as he meets in his various fources; though withaut, 
venturing on deciding ou them. But works written in the German 
language feem to have been inagcefible to him; neither.does he 
appear to be fulliciently acquainted with the political conftitution 
of the German empire. ‘Thus, for initance, he denies the actaal 
exiltence of a Burgundian Circle: an unaccountable miltake. this 
in a Hittory of the-Houfe. of Auftria! As its author might furely 
and eafily have known that, though the Burgundian circle, ori-+ 
ginally one of the largét and moft important circles of the German 
empire, has fucceflively loft by far the greater part of its provinces, 
viz. the duchy of Lorrain; the Franche Comté, and part of the 
duchy of Luxembourgh, the counties of Hainault, Flanders, Ar- 
tois, and Namur, feized upon by France, and the feven Dutch pro; 
vinces of the United Netherlands, with their fubfequeat canquelts 
of part of Brabant, Limburg, Flanders; &c. till, after all thefe 
important lofles, the Burgundian circle, in its prefent ftate, is very, 
far from bging one of the {malleit or le{S important circles of Gere 
many, as it even now compriles the greater part of the duchies of 
Brabant, Limburg, and. Luxemburg, a part of the important 
counties of Flanders, Hainault, Namur, and a part of Gueldres, 
fiill as clofely as ever connected with the German empire and con- 
ftitution, fubject to the Houfe of Auftria, known under the de- 
nomination of the Auftrian Low Countries; and.yielding an annual 


revenue of more than fix millions ef Florins, iy 
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He thinks, that a war decreed‘and waged by the German empire 
does not authorife particular German ftates, previoufly in alliance 
with other fovereigns, to take up arms againft fuch of their allies 
as have been declared enemies of the German empire. He pretend's, 
that the firft king of Pruffia affumed the royal title after having ob- 
tained an imperial diploma for that purpofe. He very zealoufly 


endeavours to jultify the condu& of James 1. and of the Spanifh 


prime-minilter count and duke d’Olivarez. Neither will he allow 
the famous Parifian maffacre to have been the refult of a concerted 
plot; nor duke Bernard of Saxe-Weymar to have died of French 
poifon. 

. On the other hand he {peaks with impartiality and candour of the 
Houle of Lorrain, and efpecially of duke Charles IV. and even of 
Dr. Luther, and his friends and protectors, 

But his partiality re-appears in his account of the conduét of 
France after the death of Lewis XIII. He feems indeed to abhor 
the execrable devaftations of the Palatinate by the French; yet at- 
tempts to foften the glowing colours of thofe odious exceffes, by 
pretending that, though the Elector Palatine had owed his reftoras 
tion to his dqminions entirely to France, and his clofe alliance with 
the Houle of Bourbon by the marriage of his daughter to the prince 
of Orleans, yet that eleftor had broke the neutrality granted him, and 
thus provoked the juft vengeance of Lewis XIV. He does not fay a 
word of the famous French chambers of reunion and their proceed- 
ings: and the ufurpation of Strafburg he pretends to jultify by af- 
ferting, that Strafburg was the capital of Alface, a country ceded to 
France, and that the inhabitants of Strafburg had violated. the 
neutrality concluded with France, by aflifling the German army, 
But as tlie facis are known, and their nature fufficiently underttood, 
it would be a neediefs and ufelefs tak to enter on a refutation of 
his pretences, 

We will content ourfelves with affigning this hiftory that rank, 
to which its author has degraded it by thefe frequent and obvious 
partialities, to his own fecond clafs of modern hiftories. 





Ofervaxioni mineralogiche fu la Minera di Ferro di Rio ed altro Parts 
dell’ Ifela dE\ba, di Ermingijdo Pini. 8vo. (Milano.) 

HE natural Hiftory of the Ifland of Elba has already been treat- 

ed of by M. Ferber, Baron Dietrich, M, Tronfon de Coudrai, 

and Signor Buzzecoli, the fuppofed author of the thort Account of 

the Mines of Rio, in the Giornale d'Italia. But the prefent ac- 


count, on the fame fubjeét, may be confidered as more full and © 


accurate, as their author, Signor Pini, has refided on purpofe three 
weeks on that ifland, and drawn up his accounts from his own ime 
mediate obfervations: ; aye " 

The ifland of Elba has about fixty Florentine miles in circum- 
ference; is chiefly and almoft entirely mountainous; and not very 
fertile; though it produces good wines, fome good pafturage, and 
near Porto Ferrajo near fixty thoufand facks of falt per annum, Its 
air is healthy and temperate; but the whole number of its inhabit- 
ans does not exceed feven thoufand perfons. 

It abounds in mineral-waters, in magnets, in a_-variety of foffils, 
and minerals, and chiefly in excellent iron ores, for which it has 
been famous ever fince the times of Ariftotle. 

This valuable treatife is illuftrated with a map of the whole ifland 
of Elba, and a plate exhibiting a view of the iron-mines on the 


gnountain di Rio, 
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FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE 


Ueber die Mufik der alten Hebrzer ; or, On the Mufic of the ancient He~ 
brews; by Auguft. Frederick Pfeiffer, Profeffor of the Oriental Lan- 
guages in the Univerfity of Erlangen. 4to. Erlangen. (German ) 


OF the mufic of the ancient Hebrews very little can now be 
known or faid with any degree of certainty; neither can the 
figure of their mufical inftruments be traced or determined by the 
etymology of their refpective names. The author feems, upon the 
whole, to have confounded the ancient ftate of the Hebrew mufic 
with its modern ftate. Both the melodies and inftruments of the 
ancients are entirely different from thofe of modern Europe. 


ConjeGture Hiftorico-Critice Sadduceorum inter Judeos Sea novam 
Lucem accendentes. 8vo. Halle. 


This title alfo feems to promife more than the author of thefe 
Conjectures, or perhaps any other writer, in fuch a icarcity of au- 
thentic hiftorical accounts of the fubjeét, is enabled to perform. The 
author adopts the probable derivation of the name of the fect, from 
TO’p TY 5 and finds the firft traces of the Jewith tradition con- 
cerning their origin from Zadoc, a difciple of Antigonus of Socho, 
in rabbi Nathan’s Commentary on Pirke Aboth, a book thought by 
Morin to have been compofed fo Jate as the feventh century of the- 
Chriftian era. Jofephus {peaks of them for the firft time in the pe- 
riod of the Maccabees, about the year 144 before Chrift; an opinion 
with which the other paflage in Jofephus, Antig. xvili. 1. may ea- 
fily be reconciled. The only tenet by which they originally diftin- 
guifhed themfelves from the Pharifees, was their rejecting tradi- 
tions; for their unbehef in the refurreétion of the dead, and a fus 
ture life, feems to be of a much later date; as our author concludes 
from the tranfition of Joh. Hyrcanus (whom Jofephus confiders as 
a very religious prince) to Sadduceifm, about the year 107 before 
Chrift. 

The firft traces of this unbelief our author finds in the reign of 
Alexander Janneus, or about the year 78 before the Chriftian zra. 
He mentions the hard fate of the Sadducees under the !Af{monzi, 
to the times of Herod the Great, who patronized the Sadducees, 
and oppreffed the Pharifees, After the deftruction of Jerufalem, 
the name of the Sadducees difappears from hiftory. The principles 
of the better fort among them concerning the exclufive authority of 
the written law, were preferved; but the old odious name was re- 
Jinquifhed for that of Karaites, or Scripturarii. 


PD. Adolphe Friederich Vogeis Chirurgi/che Wakruchmungen, Evf 
Sammlung; or, D. Vogel’s Chirurgical Obferwations; Colle®. 1, 
8vo. Lubeck. (German.) 


From the Preface it appears that, after having finifhed his acae 
demical ftudies, Dr. Vogel was by the fenate of Lubeck tent on a 
{cientific tour through France, England, and Germany, for the far-~ 
ther increafe and improvement ot his chirurgical knowledge. The 
prefent publication of the valuable remarks he has made during bis 
travels, proves that he has not mifpent his time, or abufed the libe- 
sal {ypport gianted to him by the public {pirited fenate. We cannot 
enter into a minute account of this firft part; but neither can we 
help oblesving, that no public or private money can be better ex- 

pended 
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nded than on the production or importation of ufeful. pradtical 


> 


nowledge. 


‘Jaflitatinnnn Medicine publica edendarum Adumbratio, cum Specimine 
"de Vulnerum Lethialitate : accedunt aliquot Cafus Medici Forenfes, ad 
illuftrandum Argumentum. Aud. Chrift. Frider. Daniel. 4to. Leipfig. 


To judge from the table of contents of the future work, an 
nounced in this Profpeétus, it will contain the moft complete Me- 
decina Forenfis ever yet publithed. 


Découvertes de M. Marat, D. M. &e. fur le Feu, [EleGricité, et la 
Lumiére ; conflatées par une Suite d’ Expériences nouvelles, qui vien- 
nent d°étre verifies par Meff. les Commifaires ae | Académie des Scie 
ences. $vo. Paris. 


Moft or all of thefe experiments were made by means of a folar 
microfcope. They are ingenious; but the inferences drawn by the 
author feem to be liable to a variety of objections. 


Lettres du Dofeur Démefte, de la Société d’ Emulation de Liege, &c. au 
Doé&eur Bernard, Prémier Prof. de la Fac. de Medéc. de Douay, & ec. 
fur la Chymie, la Docimafe, la Chryftallographie, la Lithologie, la Mi~ 
néralogie, et la Phyfique en general, 2 Vols. 12mo. Paris. 


This author views his own performance with a great deal of felfé 
fufGciency and paternal fondnefs. Impartial readers will-find it, 
however, an indifferent work. 


L’ Art du Difiillateur et Marchand de Liqueurs, confidérés comme Alimens 
Medicamenteux. Par M. Du Buiflon, ancien Maitre Diftillateur. 
2 Vols. $vo. Paris. x 


The refult of judicious obfervations and a long experience of a 
man very eminent in his profeffion. 


Les Amans Francois, ou les Délices de l’Angleterre., 12m0. Paris, 


The writer of this fhort indifferent novel was certainly not in. 
feéted with what his countrymen ftyle /’Axglomanie. He has depre- 
ciated the national character of the Englith as freely and tkilfully as 
many an Englifh fcribbler has undervalued that of the French, 


La Clef de la Langue Latine, ou Moyen trés-fimple par lequel les Pere 
fannes des deux Sexes, et de tous les Ages, particuliérement les Dames, 
peuvent apprendre le Latin. Par M. Drobecy. 8vo, Paris. 

Lettre de{Madame la Comteffe de —— & Auteur de la Clef de la Langue 
Latine, ou cette Clef rendue lumineufe et palpable. 8vo. Paris. 

A ftrange compound of quackery and pedantry; tho’ the maker: 
of this Key to the Latin Tongue profeffes his averfion to pedantry, 
even in his motto; and boaits to enable his pupils to learn Latina 
well, in a (hort time, without any trouble, and in {pite of pedants, 


¢ L’apprendre bien, l’apprendre en peu de tems, 
Sans peine aucune, en dépit de pédans.’ 


La wraie Maniére d’apprendre une Langue quelconque, vivante o” 
morte, par le Moyen de‘la Langue Francoile. Ouvrage divifé em 
plufieurs Parties. Premiere partie. 8vo. Paris, 

Fhis grammarian boafts lefs and performs more: at leaft in this 

Grit part, which contains a fuccinét and methodical introduction 
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to the French language ; which is to be fucceeded by hort Itali 
Latin, Englith, German, &c. grammars, . a 


Infitadions fur les Egaremens de lE/prit et du Caear humain 5 ou fur 
‘yes Vices capitaux et leur Réméde. 12mo. Paris. 


The firft part of thefe methodical and valuable inftrutions un- 
mafks and difplays the capital vices, by which mankind too fre- 
quently debafe themfelves, and forget their origin and end, in all 
their native deformity. In the fecond part, the author teaches and 
enforces the virtues by which they may acquire and fecure to them- 
felves the favour of their Creator and of their féllow-creatures ; and 
that portion of happinels of which this tranfient fate and paffage to 
a future life is fufceptible. 


Lettre d'un Vieillard ‘de Ferney, @ Académie *Francoife ; l"Eloge de 
Voltaire, Piéce qui a concouru pour le Prix de cette, Academia. 80 
Paris. . 


A fulfome panegyric attempted in indifferent verfe, 


Sermons du Pere Pierre Claude Frey de Neufville, lainé. 2 Pols, 
12mo. Paris. 


The author of thefe elegant fermons was the elder brother of the 
Jate celebrated preacher and panegyrift of Cardinal Fleury ; and, 
like him, a Jefuit. Though his fermons were applauded by his au- 
dience, he never chofe to print them during a long life. They are 
now publithed, fixteen in number; by his nephew, M. Frey de Neuf- 
ville, arid will not difgrace his memory. 


Della Tipografia Ferrarefe, dell” @. 1471. al 1500. Saggio Letteraria 
Bibliografico dell’ Abate Girol. Baruffaldi Funiore. 8vo. Ferrara. 
The firft printer at Ferrara was Andreas Gallus, a natives and the 

firft book printed by him was Servius in Virgilium, 1471. The au- 

thor has noticed fome remarkable publications, but feems to have 
merely compiled his accounts from other bibliographers, without 
having infpected himfelf the ancient prints of which he {peaks. 


Jani Steenwinkel, I.V.D. de Vita, Studiis, Homoribus, et Scriptis C. 
Cafhii Longini ICti, Difertatio. 4t0. Lugd. Batav, 


A very minute account of the Gens Caffia, and her families and 
branches; of the names and parents of Caflius Longinus, his learn. 
ing, his places, his charaéter and his works. The compilers of the 
Pandeéts have either not had, or not ufed bis works, nor thofe of 
his mafter, Sabinus ; though both thele authors are often quoted by 


Jater writers. 


Schema Introdufionis in Univerfam Theolgiam Chriftiano-Catholicam, 
continens Definitiones, Axiomata, Theoremata, Conjefaria et Corollae 
via cum Difeurfu praliminari de Origine, Matatione, ac Fatis Fheo« 
Jogie Chriftiane. 4to. Bruchfal. 

An hopeful refult of the laudable and tiberal improvements made 
after the abolition of the Jefuits, in the bifhoprick of Spire, in the 
method of teaching and ftudying divinity, 
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“MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


PO.L ET 1C A’L: 


A Short Hiftory of the laft Seffion of Parliament, with Remarks. 
: 8vo. 15. 6d. Almon, 


HE tranfactions mentioned in this narrative relate to the 
, following fubjeéts, viz. the addrefs at the opening of the 
{eflion, the affairs of Ireland, army eftimates, Middlefex elec 
tion, Mr. Burke’s bill for regulating the civil lift, Sir George 
Saville’s motion for the penfion lift, the minifter’s commifiion of 
account bill, contractor’s bill, Mr. Crewe’s bill for preventing 
revenue officers from voting at elections, and Mr, Dunning’s 
motions upon the petitions. From each of thofe-topics the au- 
thor labours to extract.matter of accufation againft the miniftry, 
the conduct of which he indifcriminately arraigns in the fevereft 
terms. Through the whole, the various faéts are blended with 
the mifreprefentations of prejudice ; and the mott laudable mea- 
fures of government are converted into the effects of imbecility, 
or of criminal purpofes. 


An Inquiry into the Origin and Confiquences of the Influence of the 


Crown over Parliament. 8vo. 1s, 64, Dodfley. 


This writer treats his fubje&t in a cool and impartial manner, 
He admits that the influence of the crown, in a certain degree, 
is neceflary for promoting the operations of the executive power ; 
and he endeavours to fhew, that if our political conftitution be 
corrupted, the degeneracy proceeds from the-vitiated habits of 
the people. He concludes with exhorting the nation, at the 
prefent juncture, to make choice of fuch reprefentatives as are 
men of property, virtue, and approved integrity. 


P| Letter to Lord North, on bis Re-eleSion into the Houfe of Come 
monse 1s. Wilkie. 


The author of this Letter takes a view of the aflociations which 
were formed in different parts of the country during the laft fef- 
fion of parliament, and alfo of the bill for reftraining the influs 
ence of the crown, The tendency of the former he fhews to be 
incompatible with the authority of parliament; and he evinces 
at the fame time, that the latter was founded upon principles res 
pugnant to the coaflitution, While he places thefe matters in g 
clear and rational point of view, he pays feveral juft compli- 
ments to the noble lord at the head of adminiftration, 


Narrative of the P roceedings at the contefied EleGion for tavo Mema 
bers to reprefent the City and County of Norwich in Parliament, 
15. Booth, at Norwich, 

This. narrative contains a hiflory of the proceedings at Nore 
wich, from the diffolution of the lait parliament to the clofe of 
z tho 
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the eleftion of reprefentatives in the prefent. ‘The various ad- 
drefles of the feveral candidates to the conftituents, are alfo f{pe- 
cified ; nor, has the compiler omitted even the temporary bal- 
jads which were publifhed on the occafion. 


A Letter from the Right Hon. Lord Carysfort to she Huntingdon= 
fhire Committee. 8vo. 6d. Almon. 


* To this letter Lord Carysfort urges the propriety of extending 
the right of election to the whole body of the people, and of 
fhortening the duration of parliament. His lordhhip inveftigates 
the fubjec&t with great attention ; and his arguments, though 
not decifive, are at leaft {upported with plaufibility. 


Copies of the Proceedings of the General Meetings of the County of 
aks Wilts, &c. 8va, ts. Baldwin. cd : 
Befides the Proceedings, this pamphlet contains letters from 

lords Shelburne and Radnor, and from Meff. Fox, Burke, 

Barré, T. Pitt, and Dunning. 


The Crifis. Now or never, Addrefid to the People of England. 420, 
1s. 6d. Rivington. 


A Gloucefterfhire freeholder crying aloud for triennial par- 
liaments, and a change of minifters. 


A foort $ ketch of the Condu& of Adminifiration towards the Borough 
of Portfmouth. 4to, 15. Kearfly. 


The influence of Lord Sandwich and his party, in a late con- 
tefted eleétion for mayor of Portfmouth, is. the fubjeét of this 
political plaintive, who confiders the tranfaGtion as a matter of 
great criminalty. : 


A Plan, or Articles of perpetual Union, Commerce, and Friend/pip, 
between Great Britain and ber Colonies, &co. 8v0o. 15. 6d, 
Johnfon. 


Since the commencement of the difpute between Great Bri- 
tain and America, various propofals for an accommodation have 
been fuggefted to the public. The event is certainly much to be 
defired by the friends of both countries; but as any plan for 
that purpofe muft require the moft mature deliberation, it would 
at prefent be fuperfluous to enumerate the feveral articles con- 
tained in this pamphlet ; the author of which, however, we can- 
not forbear obferving, feems to difcover fome partiality in favour 
ef the colonies. 


Le Deftin de PAmerique, &c. or, the Fate of America. 8vo, : 


This pamphlet is written in the form of dialogue, between 
his m——y, fome of his minifters and nobility, a few foreign 
ambaffadors, a projector, and a philofpher. The fubje& is 
chiefly the fate of America, concerning which we meet with a 
variety of political {peculations, intermixed with remarks on the 
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prefent fituation of Great Britain, The dialogue, in general, is 
clear and argumentative, and the characters fupported with pro- 
priety. 
Reafans for Uniformity in the State. Sve. Ife Bew. 
This is a fupplement to the Britannic Conftitution, by Roger 


Acherly, Efq. late of the Inner Temple. It is, however, a plan’ 


which we can have no profpe& of being ever carried into execu- 
tion, fo long as men fhall continue to differ in their fentiments 
On public affairs. 


A Charge to the Grand Fury of the County of Middlefex, delivered 
at the General Seffion of the Peace bolden at Hicks’s Hall, on 
Sept. 11, 1780. By Sir John Hawkins, Kat. 8vo, 62. Brooke. 


This Charge, delivered by Sir John Hawkins at the opening 
of the late general feffion of the peace held at Hicks’s Hall, has, 
we are informed, been publifhed in compliance with the de- 
fire of that court. It contains a fenfible addrefs to the grand 
ingueft, on the nature and extent of their jurifdi@tion, accom- 
panied with prudential direftions relative to the exercife of it 
after the late riots in the capital, 


MEDICAL 


Joannis Brunonis, M.D. de Medicina PreleGoris, Sacietatis Re- 
gie Medice Edinenfis Prefidis, Elementa Medicine. 12m. 
35. 6d. in boards. Dilly. : 


The author of thefe Elements of Medicine informs us, in his 
Preface, that he has long been diffatisfied with feveral hypo. 
thefes that are carrently maintained in the fchools of phyfic. 
The moft general and important of thefe is the doétrine of in- 
flammation, concerning which we fhall lay before our readers 
an abftraét of his opinion in his own words, 


‘ Prioribus erroribus omiffis, morborum, qui inflammatorii, quod 
eos inflammatio comitatu, vulgo, nofologis phlegmafiz, nominan- 
tur, princeps adfectus inflammatio effe, communis omni corpori tu- 
multus ab hac pendere, credebatur, et nunc quoque creditur. Is 
femel et iterum eryfipelas, fepe cynanchentenfillarem, fepiffime ca- 
tarrhum, denique, quantum pura Cuiquan? Ufu venire poteft, ipfam 
fynocham, expertus, eorum morborum naturam in fe, item in aliis, 
diligentum contemplatus, et, ad eandem rem, quicquid apud Mor- 
gagnium, quiquid apud Trillerium, et fide dignitifhmum quemque 
virum, nulli opinioni infervientes, attinens invenitur, maximeque 
de peripneumonia proditur, magno labore, pari fide perfcrutatus ; 
in omnibus, quas ipfe recipiendas putarat, phlegmafiis communem 
adfactum, feu pyrexiam, precedere, infammationein fequi, utram- 
que quandoque fimul incidere, deprehendit. Quo facto, inamma- 
tionem pyrexiz fymptoma, non hanc illius, effe videbat; eoque 
magis, quod, unde ipfa pyrexia effet, requirens, iifdem experimens 
tis et obfervationibus, propriis, alienis, manu quafi ad caufam du- 
centibus, eundem corporis, ac is quo morbus conftat; ftatum, tan- 


tummodo, 
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fummodo, quod minor eft, differentem, przire ‘compericbat, ef 
communes noxas, fola magnitudine variantes, -utrumque concitare, 
cernebat. Quarum perpenfa attentius natura, unum omnium et 
commune opus hoc, ut corpus incitent, ipfas eafdem, ac fecundam 
valitudinem continentes, poteftates, tantum validius ‘agentes, effe, 
animadvertebat. Quo novo modulo rem aftumans, et_e. nocenti- 
um poteftatum, et falutiferarum, communi opere differens, morbos 
relatos, et preter eos rheumatifmum atque catarrhum, etiamfi in 
hoc et fynocha fimplice jufta partis inflammatio deeffet, pro iifdem 
prorfus habendos, locique proprie laborantis adfeétum nihil referre, 
nullam morbofe nature ditferentiam fignificare, judicabat. Si enim 
plenus cibus, potio merax, illinc fanguinis abundantia, utrinque 
toto corpore diffufus ftimulus, item calor folus, magifgue frigoris 
opus excipiens, et quicquid preterea nimis incitet, morborum rela- 
torum quemvis pariter, et omnes, faciunt ; contra inedia, fanguinis 
detractio, varia purgatio, non infequente calore frigus, et quicquid 
parum incitando debilitet, folvunt; omnes ejufdem nature, quan- 
tumvis partium fymptomatis variantibus, morbi fint, hec va< 
rietas nibil referat, nec fit, defitne, inflammatio, aut quanta fit, 
ad rem quicquam attineat, necefle eft. Quod enim eadem re 
nafcitur, eadem tollitur, ad idem prorfus efle, quo modo inficias 
iri potett ? 
¢ Hoc ille reperto, in re&tam tandem viam fe incidiffe, lucem ex« 
ortam clarefcere, jamque proxima queque latius illuftrare, letus 
perfpexit. Jam non de morborum natura ex fymptomatis, fed de his 
fimul et illa e nocentibus et juvantibus poteftatibus, judicandum ine 
telligebat. Hinc e febribus fynocham, e profluviis catarrhum, ad 
hlegmafias, cum quibus, utroque eo certo difcrimine, congruunt, 
ab illis morbis toto ceelo diftant, revocavit. Hinc phlegmonén, et 
quos adfectus nofologi fub ea comprehéndunt, itém complures inte- 
riorum fedium inflammationes, qui utrique adfectus Jocales, hi, re- 
Jiquo inde corpore pyrexia fymptomatica prehenfo, funt, ut eaufa, 
noxis excitantibus, et auxiliis, prorfus alienos, a phlegmatfis diffo- 
ciavit, ad locales morbos relegavit. Quibus in rebus magno artis 
propofito, curatiori, quam, five veras phlegmafias cum prorfus 
contrariis morbus, five hos cum illis confundendo, vulgaris pa- 
thologia, ét magis etiam nofologia, vitiarat, aptime confulere vide- 
batur.” | 
This treatife is written in the inductive manner, and contains 
four hundred and twenty-five aphorifms. Concerning the author’s 
‘theory and fyftem, thg propriety of them cannot be afcertained 
till the accomplifhment of the work, of which this is only the 
firft volame. Mean time we may obferve, that the author’s rea- 
foning is ingenious, and that his arguments are every where 


compacted with clearnefs, force, and brevity. 


Hiftories of Gouty, Bilious and Nervans Cafes, with the fafe and 
eafy Means by which they were remedied; related by the Patients 
themfilves, in fundry Letters to John Scot, M.D. So... 64. 
Becket. 

Thefe cafes are fubfcribed with the initials of the perfons 
names by whom they are written. But, to confirm their au- 


thenticity, we are informed, in an adyertifement, that the origi- 
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nal letters are left at the fhop of Mr. Becket, bookfeller in the 
Strand, for the infpeétion of all proper perfons. The remedy ufed 
in all thofe cafes is pills, for the exhibition of which fome di- 
rections are fubjoined. 


Salivation exploded: or, a praGical Effay on the Venereal Difeafe, 
Sully demonftrating the Ineficacy of Salivation, and recommending 


an approved Succedantum. By Charles Smith, Surgeon. 8vo. 25. 
Bladon. 


Salivation has for feveral years been little ufed in the cure of 
the venereal difeafe. It was doubtlefs a method that often irre- 
parably injured the conflitution, But we with that the fame ef- 
fect were not every day produced by remedies which, though at- 
tended with lefs fenfible operation, may not be therefore lefs 
pernicious. It is fufficient to obferve of this pamphlet, that it 
is written in recommendation of a noftrum. 


wa’ 2 ke 


A fummary View of the genuine Evidences of the Truth of the Chri/- 
tian Religion: being the Subftance of two Difcourfes, delivered at 
the Sunday Evening Leétures at Horfham, Suffex. By William 
Everfhed. 8ve. 1s. Buckland. 


They who have thought and read much on the truth of Chrif- 
tianity will not find any new arguments in thefe Difcourfes ; but 
they will find what is extremely ufeful, a judicious epitome, and 
a methodical arrangement of the principal evidences of the di- 
vine authority of Jefus Chrift and his apoftles. The arguments 
which the author infifts on are thefe: that our Saviour fulfilled 
the ancient prophecies relating to the Meffiah; that the nature, 
purity, and excellence of his doctrine was a proof, that he was 
no impoftor ; that his life was holy and exemplary, and his pre- 
tenfions confirmed by many plain and inconteftible miracles ; 
that the apoftles were credible witneffes, who could not be im- 
pofed upon themfelves, or deceived with regard to the refurrec- 
tion of Chrift, and his doftrine; that they were faithful wit- 
nefies, who had no power, nor could have any intereft or defign 
to impofe on others; and Jaitly, that the fame doétrine which 
Chrift and his apoftles preached in Judea is faithfully conveyed 
down to our time in the books of the New Teftament. 


Chriftian Zeal recommended and enforced. A Sermon preached before 
the Contributors to the Salop Infirmary, at their Anniverfary 
Mesting, Sept. 14, 1780. By the Rev. Brian Hill, 4, B. 8ue 
6d. Robinfon, © 


A plain, practical difcourfe, on the nature of religious zeal, 
from thefe words of St. Paul, Gal. iv. 18. * It is good to be zeal 
oufly affe&ted always in a good thing ;’ concluding with an ex- 
hortation to a charitable contribution towards the fupport of 
the infirmary. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Effays on various Suje&s of Tafte and Criticifm. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Dillyé 


ThefeEffays cdntain obfervations on the nature, origin, and pro- 
grefs of poetical compofition, on paftoral poetry, and the firft book 
of Paradife Loft. They are faid to be the firft attempts of a young 
writer, and, in that view, are laudable pefformances. Some of the 
author’s remarks are trite; but, in general, very rational, and 
exprefled in'a clear, and, excepting in fomie inconfiderable in- 
ftances, a correét ftyle. One of the inaccuracies to which we 
allude, occurs in the firlt line of the firfteffay. ‘« There are ‘(he 
fays) no compofitions /o univer/ally pleafing, as thofe of the poe- 
tical kind.’—Adjeétives, which have in themfelves a fuperlative 
fignification, do not admit of a comparative, or a fuperlative 
form fuperadded. For this reafon the following expreffions are 
ungrammatical ; ‘ Whofoever will be the chiefe/t, thall be fer~ 
vant of all,’ Mar. x. 44.—-* The extremeft pasts of the earth,’ 
Atterb.—* The quarrel was become /o univerfa/.? Hume’s Hitt, 
* The moft principal man in the city..—* A more endis duration? 
The proper expreffions in thefe paflages would have been, Who. 
ever will be chief, —the extreme partsy—the quarrel was become 
univerfal, or fo general,—the principal man,—a more extenfive 
duration, or an endle/s duration.—In the effay we are now confi- 
dering, the fentence would be unexceptionab'e, if the words 
univerfally wete omitted, * There are no compofitions fo pleaf- 
Law é si 73 
‘ the fame Effiy the author has this remark: ‘ Whatever may 
have. been the original {ource of poetry, there is no doubt that 
among all nations poetical compofitions were prior to any other.? 
We have met with this obfervation in feveral authors, and fome- 
thing to the fame effett in Pliny *; but that men fhould write 
poetry before they wrote profe, is juft as probable, as that they 
danced before they could walk. 


Some Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Nathan Alcock, lately deceafedn 
* s+ Bue. 1s. Backland. +i 

Thefe Memoirs appear to be the tribute of friendfliip, and 
contain nothing that can render them generally interefting to 
the public, . 
4. Hint to the Dyers and Cloth-makers. By James Haigh. 8d. 6d. 

: Rivington. j 

The author of this pamphlet is a filk and muflin dyer, who 
communicates ‘many remarks that are worthy ‘the attention of 
the dyers and merchants. : 


——_ 
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* De Poematum origine magna quzttio eft. Ante Trojanuna 
bellum probantur fuitfe. Psofam orationem condere.Phercydes Sy- 
Fins inftituit, Cyri regis etate, &c. Hilt Nat. vii. 56. : 
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